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METIIODS 0F TEACIIING-T-HEIR USES AND ABUSES.

By N. A. CALKINS, Asst. Supt., N. Y. City.

Since the term Il Method of Teaching " conveys many differing
ideas to différent teachers, it is necessary at the outset to con-
eider what is meant by the terrn, that we rnay have a common
understanding of that about which I arn to spe.ak.

Methods of teaching are divided into two claeses-analytic
and synthetic. By the analytic method the pupil's attention is
firet directed to the objeet, or the subjeet matter as a wholo, and
thon to its soveral parits; after riewving it as a whole, it is takon
to piecos, and each art carefu).iy exarnined and the facts ob-
servod are noticod. This process ie also called the deductive
mnet kod.

By the synthctic rncthod the pupil's attention its fil'bt directed to
the parts o? the obJect, or the subjeet matter, and thon the parts
are put together, and the result noticed. This prucess is ealied
the inductive ù1etlod. By thLs method we proceed f'roin the parti-
culare to the grenoral. By the analytic method we proeed £rom
the whole to the particiilars. Since neither of theýe methods is
coinplotely adapted to alI~bct o? instruction, it rnubt ho evi-
dent that any plan o? teaching, wvhich is lirnited to, cither of
them, cannot be gcnerally ,uecesbful. Ifente an attempt tu miake
ail mode,; of teaching confor-m to either one o? theso methods
wouild ho au abuse of that rnethod.
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