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THE TEACHING 0F BOTÂNY IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.*
33y iliîss C. M. DEUitiK, M.A.

While the stady of literature, which brings chiidren into
intimate relations with the gvreat ininds of ail agems
occupy thec first place ini a sehool curriculum, much time
should be devoted to the stuidy of IlNature's infinite book
of secrecy."' Satisfactorv as it may he to know the popula-
tion of the cities of the Dominion of Canada, and to under-
stand the meaning of Ç,it is better to know living nature,
to take au intelligent and sympathetic interest ini animais
auîd plants, and to find even iii "-a swamp a divine sanc-
tuary." 0f the many sub-divisions of nature-study, none is
more easily taught than botany. Subjects for discussion-are
always available, and there is iittle difficulty in. obtaining
fresh material. It is easv to visit the homes of plants, to
study their habits, their modifications, and their adapta-
tions to environment. Specimens for purposes of compari-
sou are readiiy preserved, and occupy but littie space.
Simple experiments, which nny be performed in au ordi-
nary schooi-room, illustrate the most interestingY facts iii
regard to the lifle-history of plants and, though a compound
microscope is usef'ul foi demonstrations, no apparatus ex-
cept a pocket-iens is necessary.

0A synopsis of an address delivered at tlie Iast Oonivcutiqii of' thse Te.jcIscrý'
,ý5ssciatiti0i of tiie Provinuce of Quebec.


