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'iWhat iitthe messigeof dtyç, what i; die thought
t iey bring-

Days that dirken to wvinter, days tisat sweeten tc
spring ?

2Is there a lote ta learn, is thete a trth ta bc
told ?

Ilath the ncw dawn a ray that neyer flashied fromn
the old ?

Day hat deepens ta niglit, nighît that broadens

WVhat is the mneaning of ail, wvhat is the word they
Say ?

-Silence for ayc and and the hcart-beats
neyer cease

Till toji and lité and the day arc the nlght and
death ansd peace.

j -7#d liatl nham,, in October Scriéner.

J VIL! T ClIILDREN READ.

Dld you ovor sec a *1 pap.rag V' It ia
a piece of soft cloth in which is tied tîp a
spooafnl of sugar. D3e sure Ioe bave the
ende i the cloth se long that they cennot
got ieto the baby'e mouth ; thon lay him
down, put the sugar end botwee hie lis,
and lot bum suck. It will koep hies quiet
for hours at a tune. Hoe will really ejoy
its, for the taste ie excellent nnd the sucir.
ing easy. You also -%vill bc tran qui! and
unmoletd-for a season. Later on tho
baby will prabably dioof starvation. The
excellent saili yen affer him will nlot ae-
sînailate. Or ho will live a dysj9eptic,
whose food will chronically disagrea with
bits-but ho will have had such a pîcas-
ont babyhood !

Do you exclaitu at the ignorance and
lezineas of the "lpap-rag" rnetbod? I
assure yen that it is theoane mont in vogue

* in the literary bringing.up of cbildren,
oves if, physically, it bas somewbat gono
by.

Nine-tenthe of the books written for
children, given ta children by loving re-
latives at Christmas and birtbday festi-
vals, provided for children by keen pub-
lishers w!th a good oye for the market,
are mental «Ipap-rags."

Were the childree of provioa -enera-
tions Titans le intellect, and are those of
the nex! pyt>miesl If not, how can we
account for the pitiable change that bas
corne over the juvenilo reading public l
Pope said that, u-ail iLS tos twedve,
Waller, Sponsor, and Dryden were bis
favorite pacte. Most boy.. ob twelvr,
wonld now bc considered prodigies if thay
were aware that tho works af these
worthies existail. Whon Walter Scott
was ten, ho wns cnrlod up in n window-
seat ponring, over IlPoecy's Relique&."
Soa manly boys of tee-ns, bow few!
-now rend Il Ivanhae " and IlMar-
mion nias! af themt prefer Oliver Optic.
I lay this charge, anyseif, ta the ««pap.
mag." It la no longer the fashios for
cbildrcn ta chew, nientally-tbey only
sucir eweet soiteess in indefinite quanti-
tics. This they do becauso thoir parente
and guardians are cither tac ignorant or
too lazy to atudy tbo hygiene of litera-
turc.

Soa day we certasinly miss! wake up
ta the ruinous effcct a! a long course of
roading prctty littIe st.ories, flice for
cblidren!1 Vulgar books, b3d books, ill-
written books, are aIl ta bc Lad, but tboy
are seldoni selected, and tbo danger froni
then is a trifle comparted with the do-
nîoralizing habit ai constantly raing1
books that cas bc taken in without a i
mental effort ai thea feebicat mina-booke8
which nover awako the imagination,

nover amouso the fency, nover etimulae
intofloctuel curioity-bôoke. which arc
neithor esilir nar ment, enly Il pap-
rage."

Suppose that, iusteed oaIl"Peroy'e Re-
lique," a kind friend lias auppliod Walter
Scott ith 41Little Lord lFauntleroy 11
Thie is a pretty tory, plensnntly written,
and lias caueed the sale of an infinite
nuniber af velveteon knickerbockers and
broad lace collae. 1! le adaptod ta the
sligbtest mental eapacity. Its colore are
laid in broadly. Vice in tho shapo af a
flIe claimant in promptly puniehed by
being put intu an illustration in wvich
hie knickerbockers do't fit hies, and
virtue le as proxnptly rovarded by benuti-
fuI clothes and an lovation ta the Eng-
lieh peerage. Can env body fancy thet on
snch a cud as this Scott could have chew-
cd for long, hnppy days and years ? Boys
of thse nineteentb century owe their ideal
of tho berces of chivalry ta Sir Walter.
One of hie proudeet tities i l thse deligbt
of generous baye." But ho was't fed an
any eueb dit as thisesd a thousand other
11pretty torios." When ho rend, hie
mind 'orked.

But work je wvhat we are afraid af,
apperestly, for aur bilîdrers. If ane af
them shows au afllnity for reading, and is
a girl, sho le bnried under IlElsioBooke ;"
if a boy, ho le ewamped in Il Brownie
Books." Thera was a tume whon a good,
hcalthy boy rend Il Glliver's Travela "
instead of the IlBrownies' TÉravels," and
didnt get a bit of haras froni tho
coarseneas of the book, and reveled ln ita
racy wit, and took in, with blisin un-
consciousnesisaf the fact, splendid basssons
la hie own tangue froni ose of its great
masters.

I aeked a clever, cultivated man ai
forty the other day what bookr hbcnred
for meet as a little boy. Ho said:
"Pope's 'Iliad.' I nover had enougb ai
it, and I love 1! now."

Painful as it may be te us te exact
any mental effort from aur bilîdren, they
muet maire it at sanie tus if they are
going ta college. Entrance examinations
in Englieb liteaturo are now bccoming
gencral. Would't it, on tIse whole, be
casier if a habit ai re.ading things wortb
remcrnbering w-ere establisbed 1

It le possible te bogin te IIfit for cal-
loge" whon a very littIe chiild-bunt o
unloss soinseose will taire thougbt about
it.

1 groan in spirit when Iseco thse tasir
before a boy and girl lentisa way ai
11gctting an education," and observa that
general xeading le eupposed te be ne part
afiIL. No anc wants a lot ai littlo prige
la the nursery, but cbildreeu have the
beginninge aif culture without priggish-
f059-

"Have yon ciilciren cightyeams oad1
Get "Tom Brown'a Scool.Day.' Tel
thets inyourown words the fis-st thre
ohapters, and thon let thons read-or, if
noccssary, rend ta them the rest. 49 Tom
Blrown " is a part ai tise entrcncc exami.
nations at oeaoai ur grent fittiug echools
this ycar; and Il'Tom BJrown" rend will
bo rensembered!

Get IlTisa Tale of Tr-oy," dr-tso into
English by Anbrey Stowart, late Pellow
ai Trinity College, Camibridge. Bore laa
cbarming, simple version of the fliad, le
beautifal Englisis, fascinating reading for
any ane, deligistini ta a littie child, as 1
know by experiment. Thon follow it with
sirr!-ng passages froni Pope's 4"Boer."1
GeL tisa volumes of 0 St. Nicholas ', con-

e taining Adami Badoau'e IlGreat Battlas
1) ai tho Civil War." Skip ail tho Ilpretty

* tane" a',i tho me vazie-they really do
net pay 1-and rectd tSheridan in the
Valley," "lGrant et Vioksburg," IlShor-

r man'a Merch ta thse Sca," "IlTho Throo
Dae' Fight et Gettysburg." Yen ill
give infinito plessure and go! abeorbod
attetion-and Amoican bi8tary le part
aio tho collage Ilprelimieary examina-
ion." Have yen scon IlWordsworth

îfor LIse Young," oditod by Cj'ntbia St.
Jolin. Little cblîdren whom I knowv love
tîsis book. It ise heaply but profueely
and pirettily illuetrated, and by and by
IlWordsworth" will bo on theoexami-
nation pepers.

But this le from LIse ecanomia, labos--
saving point ai view I Thinir on the
other hasd, ai the stores ai pleasumo le
Scott and Dickene and Cooper oi tisa
bonded twig-ii oely a emaîl boy's mother
will taire ime ta o dit " theni with hlm
-telling, net reading, the story whee it
drege a bit. Thinir ai the delight af e
boy le Professer Palmcr's prose tranela-
tioon ai tho "l Odyssey " if ho bas had tIse
"'Tale ai Troy " bofore iL. We owe this
pleaeuro ta children. We awo 'thom thse
training which will maire thena want real
booke. If tbey taire pleasure anly lu
Ilpretty stane," ive muet boch the boir-
cases and write acroa e bem tIse linos ai
the Norwegiean poet Bjor8tjemno Bjos-n-
soli:

Close them awhile Irona me-
Help me ta long for thee.

-Baw!te Filder Bellamy in thse Oui(oolc.

TWO TRA VBLLERS IN ARATENIA.f

At the present cria!inlTnrirey, whcn
the wisolo world le uniting in the fiercest
condcmnation ai the"1 unapeairabbe Turr, "
IL i lavol!t cal! ta mind tise situation ina-t
mediately pseceding these outbreairs. Ast
soon as tise Berlin Treaty was signed,n
thse Armonians commenced te look aux-r
iously for the promised reforme, while thea
Turkrs realized with lncreasing cîcarnesa e
tisa!tisose sanie reforme involved mas!
serions dangers te their awn gaverement.
TIse dcley le tIse enforceenent of thse treaty
emboldened thé Turkrs, and dishcartenod c
tIse Arnienians. Anothor distnrbing cl i-
ement waa the prosenco in the empire ai
men, chiefly BRussan-Armenians, wbo g
preachcd overywhcre tise palicy ai insur- tl
etion as thse anly meanu ai forcing thsehi

pavera Lea ct. The extent ta vwhich tbey i
succeeded le etiming actuel ravolution t
bas becs grossly exaggeratod by theTurk-
is gavcmnmeet,, but they certainly did ce

much ta create a general feeling ai un- P
ensiness which mnade the tension betwcen cc
Turksaand .Armenians almostunendurablc, ]3
and which threatened te esult et any 81
moment ln open conflict. q

In thse recent work of Msr. Weirs, hl
frona the Blackr Sea tismougli Persia nd t
India, LIis state ai affaire is allnded te ln
the firat part ai thse volume, and et the
moment vison Mr. Child and Ms-. Weeirs tj
set ont on their jeurney thraugh .Armenia bc
tIsa politicel atinosphere sccmed heavy ci
with tise gethei-ing storm. They vere s
detained in tise city of Erzeroum bjy tIsaP
discovery ai an errer in tis dragomrn'a cc
passport. Tho ristake was made nt tIse re
American consulate ie Constantinople, ij
ana by sanie oversight ibis document ai- 91
lowed tise bearor ta proceed anly to Van re
(hie native city), but net tu crass es
Persian frantier.f

Tise (act that tii dragoman vas an

iArenean framn Constantinople furnisbed
the Val! vltl e ouilant protext for re-
fusing bis signature, and lt was anly by e
aucceseful pieoeoe diplomaoy tIse! tho twe
travellei fbnally obtelned a new pasepant
for hies. Erzeroumn being e fortifled
etraîîghold witliie e short distance ai bath
the Perien and tIsaRussies baundariea,
ail stmangero were et thet moment regard
cd witlî suspicion, particular)y atIse
Turisah utlsorltioe wero thon on the
loakout fer parties engeged in snsuggling
arme ecrose the frontier.

Ie e recetit conversation Mr-. Weoks
elinuddta these teettore, and spoire ai LIe
etate ai (car aed enxioty which provailed
ameng the As-ioniens ai Erzeoaum. The
travellors bad m:îdo the acqueintance ai a
young men bolonging La a promineet
Anesenian famuly cf tIse! oity during tIse
journoy frain Trebissond. 7Upon arrivaI
et Erzremen thoyLey o invited ta bis
father's home, and woîee hawn witis great
mnystery and seorccy oear twa aId bookrs
in tIsais- native tangue, treating ai tIse
entiquities of tIsa city, and 'illust-âtcd by
rude vood-cutu. Eves theso booke wore
proscribed by tIse Turiisigavareat,
and weme kept hidden away, te be showe
oely ta those ln wbom tbey had confi-
dence. Many mare instances aof a8mies-
character woe cited. But in this, as ln
overy question le whicb tIse wily MaIon
ploae a part, there areceieny phases, and
experience teeches tIse diplomat te ptie i
fait b nelther ini princes nmr in this eis b-
joct8, La believe nathing but what hisecyca
bave ecen, and that ;with rcscrvatiaü ; for
the astuto Muesulesan bas more than once
prqved bhinself ematch for .Fmanirish
diplomacy.

Whos tho vbole tmuth le known, masy
yeams hon ce, it will eppear tIse t omrely
Abdul Heniid and JÙi< Kumdieh allies an
tIse ane iband, and tise Armenian revolu-
tioniste on the ether, buît tIse proudeat
nations ai Chrictcndoni hed a abers le the
reaponsibility for n sers-eoa massacres un-
surpeased le the worldi's history.-llarp-
er's Weekly._________

*WHO IVAS 17B

Ho lived huedrede a! yeara beorse
Christ. Be vas tIsa son ai a king and
thse anly one ai hie brotheme and sieters
whIo escaped tho murdomous bsand af bis
grandmotbor. 'Iiii liue as 8pns-ed by tIse
thougbtful cameiasf au ndeand eset, vho
hid bits asd his nurse for six y eus, du-
ng which tines i grandi other accupied
theo tbrone.

In tho seventi yens- of bis ege a suc-
ceaslul rovoîntion coednctedl by his unclo
placod hlma on tise Lisano and freed the
country from isi grandmotber's tyrannies.
Re wee roceivedl and ineugus-atcd vitis
haouts of acclamation, vile tise wickcd
Lunen, hie graedmoths-, vas seized and
hurried te lratent dati. Hia coronation
ok place on tIsa Sabbath day.

For tvesty-tsreo yen-e, dus-lng tIse
lice ai tIse unche visabadl kcpt hbu frai
the clutchwof aibis vlccod gsandîotber,
ho rulcd vill and bis reige vws ps-espar-
eebut when tise unelo diod, tisa Youg

king ellowod hlmelf L o le]d mb wiclced
practicos by evil mon. Ho causeid bis
anain ta Iac stoned to iaaatb becauso ho
oproved lmn for hie wickedlness. Divine
judgmnts vero not long cdelaye .During
a scvere illnc, probably cauaod by vounda
rcolv ind la bttle, twa et bis servante
conepirod against hlm and slow hlm bein
bis bod. Bis reigu bu.stod forty year-
nain 878 B.O. ta 838 B.O.

Whso vas bo


