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Arthur Henry, born at Richmond, England, June 7, 1831.
‘ John Maxwell, born at Richmond, Eungland, Sept 17,
3 1852

Jessie Rachel, born in Italy, Aug. 5, 1884

William Abraham, born at Rome, Italy, June 8, 1848

The family traditions of the Ben-Olicls claim aflinity with
the House of Jesse, of Bethlehem. Arthur is a Blue Coat
boy, presented to Christ’s hospital by one a2t my beloved
wife's uncles shortly before God called him (o rest.

Herbert is now in England. His only expressed desire
ist0 be a medical missionary. His gentle, urbane natare,
sodesirable in the medical profession, would make him very
acceptable to patients, We wait on the Lord to raise up
fuends that will help to give him the needful training for the
Master's service and glory. His address is “The Ferns,”
Richmond, Surrey, England, care of Mr. A, Seeley.

Johnnie 1s now the little man helper of the household, and
willie the loved pet of everybody. They all talk the languages
of the lands of their birth more or less, and are now learning
venacular Arabic—little polyglots ! The God of my fathers
bless them all,
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JEWISH VISITORS.

The Jews of Jerusalem had heard how those of Jafla
used to come to my house to hear of Messiah and salvation
freely and i the most friendly way, and in crowds ot forty
toeighty on Saturdays and helidays, and did not wait for me
1o £0 10 search of them or to induce them to come. They
came, and keep conung, 1n numbers, of their own accord and
pieasure ; and, constdening the class and social and reiigious
staws of those who come, I think I am justified in describing
uas unprecedented 1n this city of Jerusalem. I am speaking
of the Sephardim—Spamsh Jews—for my Jewish visitors are
almost exclusively of that long-neglected section of the feru-
siiem Jews. As one of the alter-ego of the chief rabbi told
me in this very study, now they find a missionary with whow
they can converse freely in their domestic vernacular and ex-
hange thoughts in thewr beloved sacred tongue. Of course
BY wereceive them cordially—men and women, youny or old,
«h or poor, and show them the usnal Eastern hospitalities ;
and when they come everything else has to give way—engage-
BB ments, meals, etc.—ull they choose to go.  More, [ am geon-
nlly a prisoner indoors, lest anyone coming should be dis-
B sppointed, for people 1n these parts think a short walk a

§ reat exertion, and would not try it anain soon in uncertaunty.
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STATISTICS,

How many have been in this house and study 1t 1s urnpos-
4 sbie to tell or esumate. They come generally in groups ot
hice, five or more. Sometimes ten or twelve together, sel-
demsingly, and sure enough cthers follow and join them.

Snce January last I have tried to keep an approximate
¥ memorandum of those who come on Saturdays and other
i ;pecial days and occasions, and 1 find that 578 have been in
his study in not quite six months an average of about
sy three monthly,  As many at least, probably more, alled
j oo other days, of which it is practically :mpossible to keep
{anyrecord, nor an exact one at any time, for here is what
bappens frequently. A group is ushered into the study, and
a discussion of some prophecy or doctrine vegins. Then
§otbers come in and join, while some take leave and go away.
&3 \ly thoughts are occupied with something better and higher
&1than counting heads ; and at the clase of tte day [ can re-
¢imember the most promiinent —rabbis, etc., while of many
Yoew-comers I do not know even the names, for I allow little
lime for mere palaver or empty etiguette, but at once intro
doce a subject for Scriptural examination.
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REGULAR VISITORS.

Some groups come so regularly on Saturday that I know
awhat hour to expect them. With these [ resume the dis-
assion of any given subject at the point where we stopped
ttelast time.  To this class belong several youug men of the
most respectable and wealthy families—the Nabous and
4 [aruchs—a young rabby, a grand nephew of the chief rabby, a
#valthy Constantinople Jew, two or three small bankers, etc.
£0her Jews seem to avoid the hour when these are known to
{behere.

CONFESSORS OF FAITH.
Several of the earlier and most constant visitors—others
-{wculd denominate them enquirers confess faith in the Lord
2Jesus, not to me alone, but in the presence of other Jews ;
u shrink from the heavy cross they wounld have to bear—
serance of family ties—they are all married: -here they
¥ fmarry when still young, and some are fathers—persecution,
-1iz00niiny, loss of occupation, etc.
' BAPTISM.
Some are desirous of bapusm, hat at a distance from theur
{hnilies und friends, and this I ubject to on priouple. It s
o betues they should wait vil they have the courage of their
wavictions.  In an article I sent this week to the Zndepend.
g of New York [ show ample reasons against hasty paptisms
8§22 the prematare severance of the converts from the mass
°"7h€ peuple, for then they necessaruy cease to leaven it
with Gospel truth, at least for some time after.

HARVEST DAY.
lam inclined to think that it is a short-sighted policy to
% jlabour mainly for immediate results. Should not the mis-
500ty be imbued with broader views and higher aspirations
%“dh“PN and, looking at the mass around him and the
uure before him, or his successors in the same field, endea-
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vour to permeate the masses with the Gospel, leading them
to Jesus' feet, that they may learn of Him, in full and hopeful
expectation of a glorious harvest day ? Gleaning 1s good, but
the harvest is better far, and I think the time 15 come, par
ticularly among the Jews, for taking a broader view of duty
and thinking more of the mass.

SERVICES FOR [EWS,

At the desire of several Jews, 1 commenced services for
them, preaching on the Messianic prophecies; but, without
the bielp of an assistant and a svitably fitted up room, t found
it Lest to recur to the meeting in my study, with freedom to
ask questions and raise objections.

AN ASSISTANT.

A gencrous lady in the United States, hearing of my
great need of such an assistant, has contributed towards the
employment of one, and I am on the look-out for a suitable
person, maybe one of the converts when sufiictently n-
structed.

A FRIEND IN TROUBLE.

Many Jews come in their troubles for counsel and help.
Recently the poor inmates of the Montefiori property were
callad upun to pay the house tax, and tn default guards were
stationed at the cisterns to prevent them drawing water, and
they came to me. It was a most cruel proceeding. An
elderly rabbi told me his tongue stuck to the roof of his
mouth for thirst, from which old widows and children were
also suffering ternibly, for they were not allowed to fetch
water either!  After several conterences 1 offered to buy
for them the water of a cistern near by, in the hope that, as
my gift, they would be permitted to use 1it, However, provi-
dentially, means arrived, as in former years, to discharge
the taxes, and their great trouble came to an end.

WATER,

Just now, and tilt the early rains, the greatest charity to
the poor is to supply them with water. Would that I had
means at my disposal to supply the poorest of the poor with
that indispensable element of health and comfort.

RABBINIC INIERDICT.

Some weeks ago the rumour reached us that the rabbis
had forbidden the Jewesses from attending sewing or other
meetings at the houses of “ the Knghsh ”—the designation
given to nussionanes here, probably because the heads of the
mussions are Enghshmen. [ complained to several of my
friendly rabbis, and they declared that it was not intended
tv apply to me. Some said. * You are one of us, it 1s
aganst the Goyim ~ (Genule Christians;. It gave me occa-
sion to reprimand, and severely, the iutolerant and persecut-
ing spirit of Talmudism, and to warn them of the danger of
alienating their or'y uue friends -the Protestants of Eagland
and the United States. The number of Jewesses attending
the sewing meeting fell oft, but they were recovering fast
when the usual short summer vacation arrived. Some of
these Jewesses remarked . “ The rabbis come to your house,
and why should we not>"

'HE ENGLISH SERVICES,

These public services, morning and evening, during the
travellers’ season—October 1 to May 31—are highly appre-
crated by all classess of non-conformists visiting Jerusalem,
and are well attended by them. They are intended to be
conducted by mmsters of all denominations, and a printed
notice at the hotels says: * Ministers of all evangelical
Churches are cordally invited to take part in the services,”
but 1t happens that the majority arrive on Saturdays, and
have not time to make themselves known before the close
of morning worship, when I frequently discover that I have
been preaching before several brother ministers of different
lands, who readily, and many joyfully, esteeming it a high
privilege, take, or share, the evening service. Thus it has
been our happiness to lLiear the Word from many eloyuent
and leading men of the several Churches, whose names are
treasured in car memories, and doubtless in the memories of
of all who worshipped with us.

THE LORD'S SUPPER,

The great, adorable Master made Himself known to His
disciples in the breaking of bread, and His gracious presence
has been with us as we sat at His table to commemorate
His expiatory death for us on yonder Calvary, ull He come
again in glory and majesty, when “ His fect shall stand 1n
that day upon the Mount of Olives * (Zec, xiv. 4), which we
so love to look at constantly. Eight times in 1890yt and
seven in 1891 92, have we had the inexpressible privilege—so
it is felt to be by all—of sitting around His table in this, the
City of Redemption, 191 persons in all, or an average of
over twelve cach time They were indeed “ happy times of
refreshing from the presence of the Lord,” and a veritable
Evangelical Alliance, for the communicants consisted of regu-
lar members of all Churches.

The brethren invariably insist on my presiding, but read
ily take part in the administration, some as elders, others
reading, nflering prayer, addressing words of exhortation and
edification, giving out hymns, etc. On one occasion fourteen
ministers were present, as also Lord Dalrymple, a Scotch
elder.

THE MISSIONARY FRAYER-MEETING,

This is held, and an address given on mission work in the
Holy Land, both among Jews and others, on Friday even.
ings, the evening of the Jewish Sabbath, bat the attendance
varies with the number of visitors in Jerusalem.
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COLLECLIUNS,

There 1s always one after the admumstration of the
Lord’s Supper, and this 1s for the poor Jews in Jerusalem.
An olive-wood plate stands at the door tor the free-will offer-
wgs of God's people, which 1s seldom passed round, and
rarely, if atall, referred to.

FELLOWSHIP,

The notice at the hotels says : * The Rev. and Mrs.
Ben-Oliel will be happy to welcome Christan traveilers to
tea at eight p.m. any evening in the week,” and we {re.
quently have the pleasure of holding fellowship with the ex-
cellent of the earth from all lands, who, we know, remem-
ber us and our work at the throne of grace when they get
home.

INAGGRESSIVENESS,

Thus far 1 have discouraged those who have been in the
habit of attending the Episcopal Christ Church from attach-
ing themselves to my English services, telling them they are
for non-Episcopal visitors only. [ do not want to build on
another’s foundation,

THE PAMPHLET.

At the commencement of this mission a spirit of intesfer-
cure manifested itself, and, urged by friends, even Episco-
palians, to defend myself, a pamphlet with the correspond-
ence, etc,, was printed and arculated. I am thankful to say
it bas had the Jdesired effect, and peace has been secured
effectually, and, I hope, permanently. The bishop and his
family are, \f possible, more friendly and irbane than before,
and when [ say that a few days since Mrs. Ben-Oliel and
self attended, by invitation, the service and * At Home" of
the marriage of one of the daughters of the Rev. A. H.
Heik, and were cordially received, I think 1 need add no
more on that unpleasant and regrettable incident. Not only
as a Christian do I love peace with all men, for it it is lovely
per se, butas a member of the LEvangehcal Alliance I am
bound- in duty to cultivate and promote peace, concord, har-
mony and good-will. In the very pamphlet referred to above
I wrote : " For my part I should deeply lament any accentua-
tion or deepening of sectarianism. It would be most lament-
able, for we are in presence of the Latin and other Churches,
who constantly throw our unhappy divisions in our faces.
Should we not rather strive to draw our rank. closer, and
show to those errant Churches that, though divided ecclesias-
tically, we are heartily united in all the fandamental verities
of the Gospel, and ready to work side by side, or together,
for the good of perishing souls, Jews or others, and the ad-
vanrement of Gnd’s glory and praise® It will centainly not
be my fault if it be otherwise ”

DAYS UF MOURNING,

I am taking advantage for wniunyg these papers and clear-
ing arrears of correspondence, etc., of the days ol mourning
among the jews—I(rom the nrst day of Ab to the mnth—the
anmversary of the destruction of the Temple, durning which
vistting 1s rarely induiged in.  These mourming days are fol-
lowed by the weeks of consolation, when prophetic chapters
of the restoration and futvre glory are read in the syna-
rogues, the first being Isaiah xI.

“ Comfort ye, comtort ye My people,” saith your God.
This is the great work we have 1o do among God's ancient
people—to comfort them for their past and present ternble
sufferings, even at the hands of so-called Christian nations,
like Spain under the infamous Torquemada and Ferdinand
and Isabella, and now Russia—the nasty, b.utal bear of the
north. They have need to be comforted by true, tender,
generous Christian hearts, whose desire and prayer to God
for Israel is that they may be saved.

A. DEN-OLIEL.

Jerusalem, July 30, 1892,

(Z0 be continued)

THE DISCREPANCY.

Mgz. EpITOR,—1 am not at all surprised that the census
recently taken reports a quarter of a mullion more Presbyter-
ians than are reported in our Church statistics. I do not see
how it could be otherwise. The census reports all connected
with Presbytenian families, old and young ; whereas our sta-
tistics report only the number of fanuhies, commuanicants, and
those attending Sabbath school and Bible classes. Now, we
know that there are many belonging to Presbyterian families
who are not communicants, and very many who do not attend
religious classes. There 1s nothing strange in this, These
classes are not a divine institution ; attendaoce on them is not
compulsory. Very many are too young to attend ; and many
consider themselves too old o attend, although they are not
Church members. The missing quarter of @ mullion are not
to be sougkt for in desert places, but in Presbytenan families,
many of which are rather loosely connected with the Church.
Were the Church to include inats stausties all the members
of all the famiies that cali themselves l'resbytertans, we
would not have a mussing quarter of a mullion to seck.

Joun J. A. PROUDFOOT.

TROM an analysis by Principal Miller, of Madias Christian Col-
lege, which 15 governed by the Frec Chusch of Scotland, it appears
that of 050 native graduates now lhving 100 are Chnstians, notwith-
standing that of the geaeral poputation from which the students sre
drawn Christians form less than anfueth,
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