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A PRAYER,

If love of me doth drag him down,
Narrow and cramp his soul,

RRob him of life’s intended crown,
Muke part serve for the whole—

Hold back from that high destiny
That means all great endeavour,—

Lot him from that weak love be free,
And cast me forth forever!

—Matthew Richey Nnight, i The Weck.

INDIAN HUMOUR.

‘The Indian has a keen appreciation of humour, and is
like a child in his mirthfulness,  No orator can see the
weak spots in his adversary’s armour or silence a foolish
speaker more guickly.,  Old Shah buh skong, the head chicf
of Mille Lac, bronght all his warriors to defend Fort
Ripley in 1862, The Secretary of the Interior, and the
Governor and Legistature of Minuesots, promised these
Indians that for this act of bravery they should have the
special care of the government and never be removed. A
fuw years later, a special agent was sent from Washington
to ask the Ojibways to cede their lands and remove to a
country north of Leceh Lake. ‘The agent asked my help,
I said: 1 know that country. 1 have camped onit. It
is the most worthless strip of land in Minnesota, ‘The
Indians are not fools. Don’t attempt this folly.  You will
surely come to grivf.”  He called the Indians in counsel,
and said : ** My red brothers, your great father hns heard
how you have been wronged.  He said, * § will send them
an honest man.’  He looked “a the North, the South, the
East, and tho West. When he saw me, he said, ¢ This iy
the honest man whom 1 will send to my red children,’
Brothers, look at me ! The winds of fifty tive years have
blown over my head and silvered it over with grey, and in
all that time 1 have never done wrong to any man.  As
your friend, I ask you to sign this treaty.” Old Shah-
bah skong sprang to his feet and said : * My friend, look
at me! The winds of more thanfifty winters have blown over
my head and silvered it over with grey ; but they have not
blown my braingaway.” That counsel was ended.—Bishop
Whipple 1 North dmerican Beview for April,

COLOUR IN THE ANIMAL KINGDOM.

Colour in the animal kingdow is due to two canses—
cither to the presence of colouring matters, of pigments, or
to the presence of fine sculpturing, which produces an
optical effect of a certain colour.  What we terin metallic
colours in birds—humming birds, for example-—and in
hutterflicy, arc not caused by pigments of that tint, but by
tine grooves upon the feathers or scalex, and thin lamin:e
of horny substance. Very often these two causes are
combined ; they are, for example, in the peacock. An
albino peacock is by no teans a rarity ; and if the tail-
feathers of one bie closely examined they will be seen to
show a pattern like that of a dumask tablecloth.  This
pattern is due to the fine grooves ruled upon the feathers,
which are ditferently disposed in the rings which form the
fteye ' ; but the blackish-brown pigment is absent, and so
the grooves produce no effect of colour. Very often the
colour of an animal is due to two pigments combined ; for
instance, the beautiful green of the iguana lizard is due to
a distinet yellow and a blue pigment.  But these colours
can not he washed out by water, though they soon fude
after death—at least the yellow does-<leaving the animal
of a grayish-blue colour, which is the prevailing hue of
stuffed lizards,  Among butterllics « mechanical colours ™
appear to be the rule; but the * brimstone” is an excep-
tion, for from its wings a yellow pigment can be extracted.
The questions relating to the colour of animals were once
only the theme of poets, but are now the property of
scientists, whoe have built up most interesting theories to
account for the nature and distribution of colour. But
these theories have, for the wost part, dealt with the ques.
tion in reference to such intelligent groyps of creatures as
Lirdy xud insects, and have rather ignored worins and star-
fishes and craby, and such like beings of a limited intel:
lect, whose sesthetic sense, event o the most ardent followers
of Darwin, must appesr somewhat doubtful. A congre-
gation of blue, purple, and red invertebrates living four
miles below the surface of the sea can not reap much advan.
tage from heing impressed by their neighbour's gaudy
attire, evenif they could sce it ; but they can not see, for
the very good reason that, for the most part, they have no
oyen, and, i thoy had, it is too dark tosce.  Oa tho other
haud, cven among insccts and birds, the greater nutiber
arc plainly colourcd, and show no great dillerence of sex ;
and we must assue, therefore, that even between closely-
allied spucies belonging, in some cases, to the same family
—ot it may b genus—there is an enormous gap in intel
lectual development if we are to aceept a theory of
“acxual selection” It is in rcality protmhly neceasary to
disentangle, from their very intimate relationship, thetwo
classen of colours mentioned above, before we can arrive
at any uscful hypothesis as to their meaning.

A MODERN RAILWAY.

The lurlington Route, C,, B & Q. R, R,, operates 7,000
miles of road, with termini in Chicago, St. Louis, St. Vaul.
Omaha, Ransas City and Denver.  For speed, safety, com-
fort, equipment, track and eflicient service it has no equal.
The Burlington gains new patrons, but loses none.
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THE MISSIONARY WORLD.

A MESSaLL FROM CHINA,

T'he following letter, condensed translation, is addressed by
Chinese Christians to the churches of Great Britain :

‘T'he Christian churches of Canton respectfully address the

Christian churches of England. . . . ‘This year when hold.
ing our annual New Year's meetings we were favoured with
a visit from a western evangelist (Alfred S. Dyer), who told
us how the Clristians in India, to the number of several thou-
sands, had improved the opportunity afforded this year, be-
fore the time fized for the revision of the commercial treaty
in reference to opium expires, to appeil to the lsecutive
Council and to the Emperor of China, to co-operate with
your Government 1n abolishing the opam traine.  Having
been told this, we were incited thereby to prepire this letter,
signed by representatives of all our churches, beseeching your
chutches, pastors and teachers to combune your strength in
devising some efticient means to remove this curse of opm
. . The intraduction and sale of oprum eatends to all
the cities and villages of the land, the Clinese eapending
upon 1t more than $30,000,000 { £8,000,000 approsumately - on
foretpn opium alone. By this means the 1ich are made poor,
and the poor are led to sell thewr chaldren, and its curse ap-
pears 1n the dissipation of the wealth of the land.
While these evils are preymng upon the people of Chmna the
obstacles they present to Christuin work are not a few.
Your peaple come to preach the doctrines of the Gospel,
which are mndeea the truth, and your real desire s to lead
many to believe ; but those who hear them say that opum
and the Gospel come together from England, and the doubt
arises and finds expression in words that the Gaspel is false.
Your nussionaries come with the real desire to benefit the
people, but those who sce themy maliciously declare that
opium and musswonaries are abke English productions, and
they suspect the missionaries of secrectly domng evil.  More-
over, the Church opens free schools, and, although they arve
meant to benefit the youth, yet 1t 15 impossible to stop the
mouths of those who are not taught, while opiuum remaws
unforbidden. The Charch has opened hospatals, bat, although
they are saviny men from disease, it 1s unpossible to influence
the hearts of those who have not been healed while opiam re-
mans unforbidden.  Your Christians with singleness of heart
are sealous in many gond works, but while opium remains
they are all ke so much water poured out. . . . An op-
portunity having now been prowvidentially afforded by our
friends in India. etc, to renew the agitation of the matter in
the memornial they have presented to the throne of China for
consultation and prohibition, our hope is that your Chris-
tians will, with one heart, exert themselves, without regard to
profit or loss, aud bie enabled ta abolish apuay, that the Clu.
nese may be released from this yoke of bondage and the ob-
stacles to the preactung of the Gospel be removed. \We have
but little stiength, but mght and day we pray the Lord above
to reveal Himself and help England and China to abolish
this yreat evil. May this exceediny blessing come to us and
to China. Forthis we reverently wait. .

Signed on behalf of Landon Mission {300 communicants),
Leung To, An Funy-Shi, Yeung Wing Chi. English Wesleyan
Mission (yuo native communicants), Chau Hok Shue Mak
Kang Nin.  Berlin Mission (330 nauve communicants) U
I'n Om, Wong Kwong Fuk. Baptist Mission 1370 nauve
communicants?, Fung, Fung Tsun Tuk,  Presbyterian Mis.
sion (6ov native communicants), Kwan Hin Sham, Eu Mung
Ling, Tsu Tau Shan. American Scandinavian  Mission (ten
native communicants), No Uen Li.

AN UNFUBLISHED LEVILR OF DR, LIVINGSIONI,

The letter was addressed to a friend in Scotland, and is
dated Kuruman, jJanuary t3, 1851,

My DEAR Sik,—The reason why 1 now address you is
she total inability of your brother, Mr. Hamilton, to do so
himself. On arnving here more than a month ago, 1 found
him in a very weak state of health, and as he had been so for
twelve months previously, you could not of course hear from
him. His bodily powers werc completely prostrate, and dur-
ing that time he was never at church. He has, however, ral-
lied a little, and has ondthe last two Sundays been able 10
move on crutches as far as the house of God. He desires
me to say that during the whole period of his illness Mr. and
Mrs. Moffat have bestowed upon him the most unwearied
care and attention ; they have been more kind to him than
if he had been their only son.  Mr. Motfat sat up at night
with hum, and supplied every want with affectionate tender-
ness ; indeed, no missionary in South Africa would have dane
the halfthat he has done both by day and by night.  They
were his devoted nurses during a period of many months ; and
as he can never repay them, he prays that God may abund.
antly bless and reward them ; ana make all their bed for them
in their time of sickness.

Mr. Hamilton will take it kind of you if you let his other
brothers and friends know that his extreme debility prevents
him from writing to them. His eyesight is so far impaired he
cannot see even to read.  But his friends may write to him,
as he will always be glad to hear of their welfare so long as
he continues in the 1and of the living. e sends affectionate
remembrances and salutations to all his friends and relations.

I way mention that the wark in which your brother has
lreen so long engaged does not seem to have made much pro.
gress during the last year ; there exists a peculiar deadness in
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all the mission churches ; there are few candidates and no
conversions. We need the outpouring of che influence of the
Holy Spirit to awaken the dry bones to hife. Let yom prayers
ascend to heaven in behalf of these heathen, that the dwellers
in the wilderness may soon come and bow down before Him,
who is King of kings and Lord of lords.  ‘I'he translation of
the whole Bible into the language of the people is the only
work on which we can at present look with unmized satisfuc.
tion. It praceeds in the hands of Mr Moffat with great bnisk-
ness ; and when he has finished that he will be able to say he
has not lived in vain,

A number of men of Dutch extraction, called Boers or
Hoors, prove great plagues to the natives of the regions beyond
this, ana they are hindrances to the progress of the Gospel.
As they possess guns and hmses, and look upon the natives as
so many baboons, which may be shot without guilt, thewr
deeds are horrible. .\ F'rench missionary lately attempted to
o to the natives who are hving in subjection to these Boers,
but they compelled him to return whence he came. They
forbud us to speak unto the Gentiles, that they may be saved
And yet these Doers are very religious in their own way.
liuch one has his Bible, and many of them conceive they are
the peculiar favourites of heaven. Indeed, not a few of them
imagine that they are in the same position as the children of
Israel were when led by Moses, They left the colony because
the British Government would not allow them to keep slaves.
‘They hate the Enghsh most devoutly, “I'he Scotch have
rather mare favour 1n their eyes, but they would as soon meet
the devil as a missionary.  ‘They {requently murder the na-
tive chieftains, steal cattle and children.  ‘Their deeds often
prevent the natives from thinking on better things, for when
the native mind 15 pre occupied by rumours of attacks, they
cannot attend to our 1ns? ‘uchions.  ‘The worst feature in the
case of these Boers is their belef that they are Christians
this belief is fostered by their ministers, who, to the disgrace
of our country, are generally Scotchmen. 1 saw two of these
wotthies, called R and F-— -, baptizing their chil-
dren by hundreds ; they received into fellowship many whom
1 knew to be murderers, and then they returned to the colony
and told what a godly set of people they had visited, and as 2
proof of their poodness, they added, we baptized 450 chil
dren. Thesecret was they were paid so much for each child,
and they seemed afraid to refuse any one who came to them.
How confounded sume men will appear in the day of judy-
ment ! May we be kept pure and preserved safely to the heav
enly kingdom of Christ.

We do not know how we shall succeed in the new region
opened up in the north.  The Portuguese slave trade extends
as far up into the centre of the continent as the river Tamu-
nakle. The Lake Ngami is at certaun seasons of the year
unhealthy, but prabably there is high land beyond that. The
population is said to be large ; the people are very black.
One tribe has the pecubar custom of knocking out the upper
front teeth when they attain their fourteenth or fifteenth
year.

One chief, called Sebitoane, has attained to great power.
He was one of the large swarmy of Mantatees who were in
former years defeated at Moruo, and when driven back went
away into his present position, and by plundering others
made himself a great man.  May the Gospel of the blessed
God soon penetrate into these dark regions, and dispel the
shadow of death by the heams of the Sun of Rightenusness.

MISSION WORK AMONG THE ZULUS,

The Rev. J. Scott, a Free Church missionary, writing to
the Montily Record. thus describes his visit to the up.coun-
try stations ;-

“ At Hlatikuly, Saterday, 22nd February, was spent in
the examination of candidates for baptism ; but as some had
to come long distances, the examination had to be continued
on Sabbath morning, and was only completed when the last
bell rang for service. The little church can comfortably hold
about eighty persons, and the number of candidates for bap.
tism was 110, old and young. Probably ancther hundred
were inside, while three aor four hundred listened at the win.
dows. 1 was assisted by our faithful Petros Muyalie, and
also by Absalom Duba and lLuke Kunene, two elders who
joined us some. years ago.  Fifty adults and sisty children
were admitted by bapism to the visible Church of Christ.
The majonty of the adults were women, many of them bring.
ing two and three children with them. In two cases mothers
brought twins, and also another child, the older child carry-
ing one of the twins on its back.  The very presence of the
twins is A testimony to the power of the Gospel, as the Zulu
custom is to smother anc twin, 1t being, as they say, impos.
sible for the mother to do her work and care for both,  In
the afiernoon, with visitors from other churches and our awn
people, about two hundred sat down to the Lotd's table -not
n the church, for that would havse heen impossible, but 0 na.
ture’s great temple. We remembered our Lotd and Savious
Jesus Christ.  “The services of a busy day were brought to a
close at nine p.an. by the baptism of a litt'e one whase mother
had been unable to come in time for the moming sesvice, |
felt a littie weary, having been continually at work from be.
fore seven a.m., with short inteovals for meals 3 but 1 could
scarcely rest for very joy and rejoicing. My heart was full
of praise, and praise only, to God the Father for His yreat
gomdness in allowing me to sec such wonders—~to see such a
number worshippiug God through Chust Jesus, where but a
few years ago there was nothing in the shape of worship
save the superstitious mummeries of the witch doctor.”



