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"\Veil," s:uîd lie, alier a pause, i aveoîîiy titis ta say ta-
nigliti. Vetuiank you for yaur kiid tiiotglits for tue Chilcl.
We dasira ta Say yes, 'va long ta Say t. But i t msa great
îluîng ta decile, aid 'va iiust :sk cantinscl."

ISuiaiy. 1 illii watt patieittiy for youir decision. ]tut tua
sotuai wu c.tait go, the tier."1

Tuhera 'as nitîcltimore saidtitanti s, anti counsal %vas
askati balaie tuîay îaited. Nlrs. hsselniont's lasi 'vords 'vare
tîtese

"l il vas bacauise aftie chtîlcithiat 1 irst iliotiglit oh Allisaît
Biain. Siiouhd you decîde tuai Voat canîtat lat Marjoria go,

tutan 1i'ii itt take Allisoxi. And ieieniber, iy d cear," said
site ta MNIrs. litunite, Ilyan have anatiier htile datîgiter na'v ta
catifort yott. And wiieu yout have madla up yair mitutî, 'vat-
au'er it uîîay le, say îîtiing ta Allson. I1'voulu luka utysaif ta
ask liai ta t,'o 'it t us if y-on sîuîil deeîde ta laetithe cid go."

lthera 'vas uiatlong tinita needatu in whicht ta catie ta a
decision. Thie hallieranti mother hiac takaît cosinsel togetiier,
and had asked coîîîîsei olteuu. Thera %vas onhy ana thing ta ha
said at the lasî. 4aNlrjrie mîust ga ; and thutiît tas saici
wvhh saîîow, it 'vas aiso îvtî thankinil gladness tuaitlîhey coinî-
mnitted thir darling ta tae care and kaeping aofîtîe Great
Ilealer oh tua bodies andc souls oh the creatures 'viom hae caite
ta save. And thiay agreed 'vîthi Mis. Essaimant titat, the
decision being nmade, thiere 'vas no tîrne ta losa.

Kirstin liaîl been canting ta vusit thtarn belora tlîîs change
'vas spoken about. Tl'aieaniy dîfferenca that thîs în4de "as,
titat nov site catiehlinte ta stay, bîîngîîug ail lier gaar wth
bier. After ber coritig, Alison %vas utat long L-ept ir suspense
as ta 'vitlier owvn 'inter's wotrk miglît ha.

"lAlson," said ber muîstmess, "i1 wouid ika you ta go ta
Firbhiltîtis altemnoon. No, 'Marjarie s better at haite îo-day.
And, Alibson, as yoîu wtvîbchiakaiy ta sec the lady harsaîf, ynn
should change your gawni and put on yaur bonnet."

\Vhichî Alisan dici, wtondering a httle, for site iîad hitherto
gone ta Fimhil with onhy liai cap on bar head, as she a d gona
eisaîvhcre. Otitar fok 'vaîdered aiso. On the stone seat ai
thae'vcave's cloor sat thte îeaver's 'ile, husy tithî lier stock-
ing, and besida lier sat ier friand 'Mrs. Coats, Il iesting bi-
self"',atter lier waork %vas ou'ar.

Allisan did flot pass by thami nowv 'ithiout a wvrd, as used
ta hba r ay during the frsi days ai thaîr acquaintanca ; but
she did it linger ta say more than a word ar t'o, "las
îvould have heen hut ccevil," \iis. Coats said Auison had a
message ta deliver ai thie schinol, and she dîd flot caine hack
again, lit wuvnt, as site iked hast, round by te lantes.

"lShe lias gi'an 'varning. Sha 'vas aye aboya the place,"
said 'Mis. Coats.

"lVa cati hadly say the îka aif that, sînce shtelitas fiuled
the place iveel," saîd lier friand.

IlJBut 1 do say it. ýne goas lber 'vays likec ana thai hasna
been used 'itît da' the bidding a' anititar."

IlShe docsna need ta ha idden. Site kens ber 'vork, and
ste does il. Wiiat 'vouhd va hava?' said the wev'ei, 'vbo uîad
stopped lis booni ta lîcar ilîroughu tua open windowv 'hat ivas
ta ha saîd.

IlThaî's truc," sait! lis iife ; "'but 1 ken 'vbat MIstmess
Coats nteans for a' titat."

"lVa înay say that ' lt's easy sean, thouglu no' just sa easy
sbown. Is she like the ituier lassics ' the place? Who aver
saw her bame flet? lt's hnse and shoon ont and i, summar
and tinter, 'itit ber."

"And for tîtat mater îvho evar saw ber haie amms, unlass
il ivas in lier ain kitciuen, or in tite nilklouse? Even gacti ta
the 'vahi ber sicevas arc put doon ta bier ltands."

1 shoîuid ike ta ken tîte folk site hlnings ta."
Thcy'ra decent folk, if sii's a spacimaen a' thain. Va

needna ha fearcd about that," said the 'veaver.
l t's ta' thal l'in feared, but ane 'vouid tlink thnt sha 'vasi

fcaed utrstil. Neyer a wvrd bas rasscd lier lips afi 'viie
sitetcaînte fhoinor 'vio site helongs ta."

"lNeyer ta the like a' Van andI me. But the mînsters
satisfied, ani Mis. Hume. And as ta tua folk sha cat%' a, 'va
bac naaîiiing ta (ocia ii'thenii."

"'Tîtiita>'bch;bit:%%-lien ibere is naethuîng ta ha sad,i
thcr's iaistly soiething tn lie lirl

IlAnd tvhcn ye can put ynîur lband on auîc that basna sainie.i
ting tir bide frac tuie cu o' hier neehors, yc cani sel lier ta
searchi out thc secrets ' the nnser's ass. il 'vînna bc tluîs
day, nor the main, tuai y'll do tuai saine," said thua wcaatr,
raisinlg lus voice as ha set lits looni in tuait on -aa'«Eh, but ya r nian is unco liard on the 'oe, said Mis.
Coats, --vith a look 'vhich implici syrnpathy 'vithi tua wcaver's
wif, as tvll as disappmovai aoftae weaver. But ber friand
langlîcd.

"'Oit 1av -, iru's a vea haîd 'vhilcs an 'vomnnun genaral,
but ie is easy encilch wi' me.-'

For sorte reason or ailier, Ailisan lîad ta %vait a wvilc ba.
fnia sha saw Mis. Essclnuant, ant i ste waitcd ii the g.tnden.
Tîteraera fl ot îtany iinwcis Icf:, brut the grass tvas StIl green,
and the skilbu! and îintiring iîands <f aid DaM had hean ai
îvaik on the pace, re:îunving aIl thiat 'vas unsightiy, and put-
ting in aider ail thea rast, sa thai, a's lha sait), I"thte Jasi offk
'vhichu is misicss gai afube gaidcn înight bc anae intîînd an
'ith pleatsum."

Il's a bannny place," saici Auison 'vîtht a a sirb.
The n!d tait laoked tp quickiy.
"lDo ya fia ken that its tiI for a yoting iass ta siglitanud

seccblikc %latii ; s zthatt his 'minceis )ec '.anitltar bonny
place iliai yc %vould tain sec?"

Alison srilcd, hut shonk lier beach.
I neyer sa'%v a gaideni like tibis. But. 1 aya ika ta cane

fan mly on -" 1
"And yc hava niana t ow. Is that %bc reasan thai ye

sigh ?"
Il M\.-yhc h1iy 1I may bave ona again. If 1cdo, I wouuid

hkc ta htave youtr advice about t,'. said Alison, wvon-
dcring a litile nt ba:seif as sbesaid it.

IlOh ! l'il gia yoîu advîce, andI sectis, andi slips, and ~plants
as 'veci, gin yc ana near ai band.'l

IlAh lison shoak lier bead.
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tgi doubt if i ever have a garcien aofrny own again, it wili
bc on the ailier side of the seat."

Il n Amierica il'rhey have grand fiowcrs there, i hear.
But belore ve go there ye cati ask me and l'il give ye sceds ta
take wi' ye, and niayba slips and roats as well. Tiîeyli 'mmnd
ye o' haine in that far land. i once heard o' a strong mari
over yonder that sat down and grat (wapt) at the sicht ' a
gawain."

Il ank you," said Ailison. There were tears in lier eyes
thoufflishc smfled.

Ilcre's niy lady," said Delvie, bending ta hi work
again.

Mrs. Esseliiont camîe slowly towvard tlîem, leaning an the
araîl ai licr maid, a woman sa-veri years aider tlîan hersalf.

Il You iay leavc nie liere with Allison Bain," said site
"i îill take a turn or tuao and tlîen 1 wil bc in again."

Site liad the îninister's note in lier hand, but siteitmade no
allusion ta if as they nov'cd sloawly up and down. T hty sjîoke
about tu' flowars, and the fair day, and about Marjorie and
the new baiiy fur a whilc, andt Itn Mrs. Esseluiont said.

"\ou have a straîig ami, Allison, and a kind hcart. i1ani
sure aofit. 1 have soniething ta say ta yau whicli 1 thauglit 1
couild best say liere. But i have littie strLt gth. and 1 an
%%,ary already. \Ve iili go int the hanise rirst."

Su nto tha hanse tlîey went, anti when Milia had stirrad
terire anti made lier mistress camfortable, site went away

ani left tlieni togatlier.
IlAllison,"' said MiNs. EssaImant, aiter a inonient's silence,

I have soinething ta say ta o o."
Andt hen site told lier that sbte was going away for tlie

wintar becauise ai lier ill*hiaaithî. and spoke ai the plan whicli
she haci proposed ta Marjorie's father and mnother for the
bandfit ai the child. This plan cauld ha oniy carried out with
Alson's help, because Zîrs. Humeie ould neyer trust lier
child ta the care of - stranger. The mnoher tlîought that shte
coulti ha neither sala for happy wth any other. And thien sha
added.

I could anly ask them ta letinae taka bier if i couhd have
you also ta cake for lier. 1 cannat say certainly that site will
ever be stîang and weil, but 1 have gond hope that she may
ha niiuch strongar tItan shte is now. Think about if. You
necci fot decide lit once, but the sooner flic better. WcJ have
na tiime ta loseY

Alliston listened wth changing colour and downicast eyes.
1i wauid.go with yuu and the child. I wauld ha glad ta

Site rose anti came a littla nearer ta tlic sofa an which
Mis. Essaimant ivas lying.

"lBut i cannat go without telling you somaething rirst, anti
you inay not %visliîsiie ta go îvben you hava icard.»

IlAlison,» said ïMis. EssalImant, Ilstand wlierc 1 cati sec
your f.tce."

Sha îcgarded lier a miontent and than site said graveiy:
Il1 cannat believe that you have anything ta say ta nie that

ivili change niy thouglîts af you. You hava won the respect
and confidenîce ai your master and mistress, who ouglît ta
know you weli by this fimie. 1 arn îviling ta trust yotî as they
have done, iithotut knoiving more of you than they havascean
with tîtaîr own eyas. i îhink you are a goodd waman, Allîson
Bain. You have flot knowingiy donc what is wrong."

,1 i ddfot wait ta cansider wheher I %vas right or wrong,
but i slîould have clone wlîat I did even if 1 had known il ta ha
wrang. And 1 would flot undo it now, aven if yau werc ta tel
nic 1 ought to do so. 1 could nat. 1 wauld rathier die,"
said Ailison, speaking low.

Thare %vas a long silence, and Allison stcod still with lier
eyes ixad on the floor.

ISit down, Alison, wliere 1 cati sec you. l'ut off yaur
siiawl and yaum bonnet. You are too wamm in this raorn."

Allisan ]ettlbar shawl slip (ram lier shoulders and untied
the strings of hiem black bonnet.

IlTake if off," said Mrs. Essalmont, as Ailison hesitated.
Her haîr had grown long by titis tirne and ivas gaîhercd in

a knat at the back ai bier lîead, but litîle rings and w.îvy locks
escaped haie and there-brawn, îitb a touch ai gold in theni
-and without the disguise af the big, black bonnet, or ai the
full boîdemcd mutcb, a very différent Aiison was rcvcaied ta
Mis. Essaimant.

IlA beautiful women," she said ta harself, Iland wîh sorti-
tbing in lier face better than hcauty. Shce cati have donc
notbing ai wicli site neci ha aslianied."

Aloud sie said :
IAlison, since you bava saîd 50 nîuch, if you think you

cati trust me, you shotuld, perhaps, tell iame l.
"lOh I cati trust yoan! But aftcrward fulk might sny that

you did wrang ta take me witb you, knowing my stomy. And
if i tell vaoi woulci need ta tell Mr. and Mrs. Hiuma as weil,
sînce thcy ara ta trust me %vith their child. Anut hiaugb yau
miîght bc out ai the rcach ai any trouble becausa ai taking my
pari, they mîglît tint, aîd their good might lbc cvii spoken ai
an my accaunit, and that wauid bc a bad requitai for ail their
kinclncss."

IAnd iîavc voau spoen ta no ana, Alison ? Is thera fio ane
whois awamc ai what has befaien yo ? "

Alisan grcw red and then pale. lit was tbe iast question
that she answamcd.

"h I was in our parish that Satunners Crombic huricd lis
wiie. one nîgbî ha came in the manse kîtchen, and lie
xc ie flitua lic had scen nîy came on a new baadsianc, ' John
Bain and Alison hlis wifc' -the mnines of my father and
iinotlcr. Andi lic liitsonte 'ords with ana wbo bail known
ire au il ic'. Buti 1neyer answered hum a word. And
whethei lic was trying nie, or waining me, ar wiitber bie
spnkc by chance, 1 camnt say. 1 would lîke ta 'vin away
froîn titis pace, for a grcat fear bias been iîpon mc since tban.
I nigh: hebcsauglît for litre. But 1 would neyai go back. 1
would rather die," epeitcd Ailison, and the look that carne
ovcrrlier face gave crnpbasis ta bier wids.'

IlAnd bas lit neyer spoken again ?"1
,Neycr taniac. I do tiot think lie would willingly do mna an

anr iii turn, but hie :ight bairt me c wban be miglît think lic
was hciping sit into the iht way. Oh 1i1I wauld lika ta go i
away frot this pl.iand it wauid bc bc,-appincss as wcii as
saicty ia no wiîh yoîî and nmy rjr"

Mis. Esseimani sat tbinking ini silentea4or what steered ta
.Ailison a long timte. Then she raiseil htrscîf up and haid out
hier hnd.

"lAilison, 1 understand weal Ifiit tuera -ara sanie îhings that
viii flot bear ta be spaken about. Telllnme notbing now, but

conte 'ith mc. i trust Yau. Camae witb nme and the cbild."
The tears came inioAiison's eycs, and she said

quiiy:-
I thani, you. nadanu. 1'viii serve you well"
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'lClx! iCewjîh ilice
rh'e aliîe idîou goesL 'ri,

Blar ie w'ent awvay on the itorning aftar tlîay had heard
tha staîy tvlich Crombia lîad ta tell, John Beaton had said ta
his niothar :

IlIf Allison Bain seins anxiaiis or rastiess, yau must fînd
îsome way ai letting li knov that sha fias notlîing ta icar

(rani the olidmai. lie %vil? say naliing taoliarni lier."
But lie did ilot tell lier titat li hadaleacy hîcard the story

ai Ailison's marriage from lier awn lips. And flot ktiowing
tItis, altar considering te matter, lus inotiier dacided ta Say
nothing, baiieving thiat itîv.uld not hacvellaio Allison's pence
ai mid ta kno% îiiat the sad staîy oailher lufe lad been told
ta thani.

Anti aven if sue a il~ wished ta do sol il îvoîld flot have
bean easy ta find a cdance ta spaak, For Allisan 'vas siîy ai
Mis. Beaton at this tima, anti went no mtore ta sea lier ini tha
gloaming, as she liac soîiîaîiiies daone of late, and 'vas not at
case witii lier M~ien thay nmet.

For she said ta liersaif, tîtat Mirs. lfeaton iiight knaw,
or mighit suspect titat lier son had ofilate bean giving too many
ai his tîtouglits ta anaeaif vhoiîî îhîay ncw notlîig ; anîd
thtougli site 'as flot ta blante, MNrs. Beaton mighit stili blania
bier for ier son's fahly.

Allisan 'vas iîidced trotîbled. Sînce thie nigbî on whiclî
Croîia hî lad so startled liai, Site had never bean quita ai rest.
Shc had striventuta h reasonahie and ta put a'vay lier lents3
but tuera neyer catie a stap ta the door, thiat site did nat pausa
fronulber work ta histen for the waords that iniglit ha spoken.
She lookaed un avery inhantiliar face thiat caine inta the kirk,
or thiat site passed an the street, or in thie lanes, Nvith a monien-
tary terrai, lest she sliould mecl tie eyas af ana wliom lier
enenîy lad sent in searcht ai ber.

Site had saicî ta ieiseli many tituas, " I 'viiiwiîcuity
I 'viii stay vhiere 1 arn, and i will nat yiold tantiy fears.

But 'vhen Mrs. Essel'nont spoka ta ier, and a way of
escape appeared, site knew tiat she had been sore aiîaid, and
tltat she cauld not long have borne tîhe strain whuch had been
upon lier.

"lSix days" Ilsite said ta herseai, as sIte caine dawvn from
Firbhi that nigbî, in the damkzness. IlOniy six days and
nights, and I shall ha ha away, and salle loi a yeaî aticlast;
andtlitan 1!-but i1'vili nol lool, beyond taeyear. I1'viii came
for the child, and ba ai peaice."1

As for John, ha had 'vîitten ta lus mothici tuai ie 'vas ta ha
sent nomihi an business thai miglit keep him ibera soma days.
He did nat tel here ha "vas going, anti she did flot hear
agairi for a good wiîie ater thiat. \Vhen hae did write, ha said
noîlîing about lus jonrnay or ils results, as ha %vas usualiy ini
the wvay of doing, and hae said nathing about coming hanta.
Hismother's hteamivas soie forber son. No word concerning
Ailisoru Bain had passed between tueiî, but she kîîe'v that bis
ueait had gona froin him and that lie must sufer fui a lime.

IBut he'll wirî thirougli," she said, hopeiully, ta berself,
"Las allier men have woan tiirutigh the saine trouble in ail the
generalions ai men, sinc aever tue world bagan; and may hae
ba thea iser and the hatter for the pain ! Hae ilha soiry
flot ta sec her atgtin," adced she, 'vitht a sigh.

Sa she %vrote a ltter teiling hii, among otier tbings, that
wee Maiorie 'vas ta ha sent away wvihMis. Essaimant for the
good ai -ler hcaiîh ; that she 'vas likely tauhacaîvay a year
aiI last. Site said.sortîa hopeful 'tords as ta te bcaelî tte
cbiid miglit recaiva, and tItan site aclded : I"It is Ailison Bain
wvho is ta have the came ai lier." 0f Alison hersaif, sha oniy
said that she 'vas ane tau'Je îiusted, and that tha chiid wouid
ba happy in ber came. But ta this thert camnoi word in
mapiy.

On the fast day ai homne, ïMarjaria %vas carried dovn the
sîrect by jack, that she rnigbt say good-bya ta 'Mis. Becaton
and the schoohmristress, and the neigbbonis gcnerahly. jack
hîad been wvarned by bis moîliar, that if thare shîould ha any
sîgns ai .%-c.ariness or excitament, tera nnst ha no lîngering.
The cbild nmust ha biou.ght borne at once. iuni Marjorie îaok
it ail very quictiy.

Il 'cs i'm going nway. Vas, lin sorry, anîd l'in glad, but
l'm flot afraid, becausc aur Aihuson is going 'vîtht me. Oh !
yes, Pia ghad. V'in going In sec îiaw things and places-ma
that %vas neyer ten miles awa.y from haome n ail my flue! And
I'm coing ta coma homet strong and iveil, ike tbe other bairis,
ta hcip mv motitar and thian ail. And my motiier fitns
My sister now ta tak-z nty place. It's iny fathar ibat I'm
sarriast for. But V'il coma home sîroîîg and 'vall, andti ben
lit'i ha glad ibat hicetnie go."

Sbe sttîd the saine ta the bairtis tvho lingcred on tbeir way
bonme front the schoo Iot speal, tn bar as tbcy passed. She
was coming home agaîn iwell and strangz, and site wouid ba
happy, huvng Aiison ai ta haerscf, andt tougb sha 'vas
sorny ta ]eave thein, shie tas flot afraid.

Ailison bail no* formai heave takitigs. Sha bad heen very
bnsy ail day, and came dawn staiîs aitar secing 'Mariorie

quiatly ashecu, doubtitil wbcîhcr she shouid go ta say good-
bye ta ýMis. Beaton and the sciioof-iirass or not. The ques-
tion tvas decidacd for hiem.

44Allison," said Mis. IHumta, as site pasied the paîhotîrdoar, "Yîbînk it would ha but kînd ta ask Mis. leaton if sha
bas any miessage ta scnd ta lier son. Van canid icave il wiîb
Robin if you siioni flot chance ta scechum yautrseih in the
towti. Arc yon vcnv tiied ?"

"1 arn nai sa vciy iced. Vas, 1 'viii go natv," said
Allisan.

So Shi: tunncd dawn te lana and 'vent round by tbe green,
-as sha bad gona sa many unes balaie, flot 'vithotît saine
tiaubicd tiiau gbs of ber own. Sha found Mis. Beaton Sitting
aionc un the fiielîglit.

"lCorene way in, Alisan. 1 bava heen cxpacling you,'
said she.

Alisan sat ciown nailber bîdding, and pava Mrs. Hia'es
massage.

CI1 hope yoxî îîîay sec hini. But 1 have noibing ta say orta send. lietyjl ha flieasoon. And yauirae giad tai bc
going, AjIisan, for the sake of the child PlSVcs1 am gIad tanl'a going."

b^ '4But you aracflot sorry that yau came bee? Voitbava_crn content ?
IlNo. I hzd ta go away from home. 1 arn tnt sainy I

cama baie. Evcrybady nt the manse bas bcan kind."
jAdyou bava bean gond tu thern and Ia me. 1 arn Riad

ta baaknned you, Aiison Bain," but 'Mrm Beaton sighed as
sha said it.

Wbtcouid. Alison answer? Indccd, wbatw'as tabesaid
betwaanthîba.e wo? Noîbing, uniass-al nigbit bc said. A


