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B 31uctprosgh has a place In history. T that bistury

iplendoiic and disgrace are curiously blended. The
career bf ils present chief representative is about as

- B disgraceful as it could well be. The exposures in the

courts leave no possible doubt as to the character of

ia Eongland,

ihe man who wears ducal honours. This discredited

F Jadividual comes to the United States, where, so

pular fiction says, republican simplicity prevails.

¥ He is courted and fdted by so-called leaders of
“fishlon.  As soon as he conveniently can he proposes

1o & wealthy widow. {s accepted and weds her, lead
ing her in triumph to the high placesof social fashion
Cable despatches are leagthy anld
ginute in chronicling the magmficent festivities and
teceptions accorded the man whe has set the pro-
detles of life, and the mora! law at defiance. Cer-

; tiin social leaders had simply willed that the disso-

B i duke should be socially disinfected and they
B tive donc it. Those to whom * Society” and its

3 wiys arc an earthly paradise silently acquiesce and
by their action vote every thing charming,

When

‘S juch things are, there 13 something wrong with

8 sodety that bodas no good.

There is one thing that shows public and social vir-

‘:2 ws are yet robust in England. The Queen has never

leat her countenance to those who are disposed to
tegard vice as a trivial thing.  Socicty may open uts

B doors freely to those who can wield certain influences
MK but the royal court is peremiptorily closed against the
d cntrance of all such.

The Queen’s personal and

% social influence has been consistently directed against

"B all whose conduct has been unworthy of the stations

they occupied. Efforts have again and again been
made to secure a madification of her Majesty’s stern

% porpose in the case of certain favoured individuals,
S bt without avail,

Even where higher considerations

B donot prevail, the course followed by the Queen and

Loy

" the force of her own example will not be wathout their

R effect.

Because society enfolds many who live disgraceful

% lives, it would be absurd to conclude that social life

in England was honeycombed with corruption.

B There are men and women occupying the highest
@ places of honour who are living noble, self sacn-
B ficing and useful lives, trying to do all the gBor (hey
B ci0. These and the work in which they are ¢ .gaged
B donot receive the same publicity that fa', to the
B share of the scrapegraces who bring odiuni on them-

themselves and the circles to which they belong.

B Those who live quietly and decorously do net attract

W attention.  They pursue the even tenor of their
| my, and as none living are without influe .ce either
forgood or evil, their example is doing its woik,

That wickedness in high places is more rampant and

§ shameless than it was even a quarter of a century ago
K is generally conceded, and that in certain gnarters
‘BB there is a growing indifference t9 moral distinctions

L is made plain by more than one re-~*nt event in the
|8 political and social life of England.
i8 say things and are to be seen in company from which
W their fathers and mothers would have shrunk. This

-« now do and

J§ disregard of moral considerations, apart from better
B and loftier purposes, is in itself a danger signal,

.
1.

Moral deterioration proceeds at 2 rapid pace, and

8 the present reckless behaviour and catlous indifference
S as to consequences bode disaster which mught
g cause even the most taoughtless to pause and con-

sider. It is for the Christian community to mantain
aposition of firm and energetic protest agamst the
moral laxity that prevails. The reign of vice 1s a far
greater foe to national well-being than a threatened 1n-
vasion of armed men. It may be nght and proper to
strengthen the naval and milntary defences of Great
Britain, it is absolutely imperative that the festering
corruption preying on the nation’s vital centres should
be checked,and that a vagorous and healthy moral tone
be maintained, before which even those who brazenly
flaunt their shame may shrink abashed.

o %

Savs the Christian World: The gathering in Re-

Egen’ Square Chuich, on Tuesday, when Puncipal

yhes occupied his o.d familiar puipit and preached
toth. Pan Presbyterian delegates, nas doubtless the
most influential and unique that has every assembleo
witha the cathedral of metropolitan Prasby terianism
Dr. Dvkes was addressiag representatives of over
fifty d fferent sections of the grear Presbyterian family
The prayer at the close of the service with which
D¢ Dykes constituted the Alliance was most com
prehensive and impressive: 1t is not generally known

t Dr..Dykes writes bis prayers-and. commits them
0 memory,

Books and Magazines.

FORKIGN MisSIONSOF THE PROTESTANT CHURCH.
ES. Their State and Prospects. By J. Murray Mitchell,
M.A, LL.D. (Toronto. Willard Tract Depot.)—In
several respects this 1s a very tunely, as it is cer-
tain to prove a very useful, little book. It deals with
a subject of growing interest in all evangelical
Churches Its author 1s well acd widely known as a
devoted friend of missions. In short space 1t gives a
comprehensive view of the whole subject as wilt be
seen by glanung at the contents What Missions
have drne , State of the Chief Pagan Rebpions ;
Modes of Missionary Action; What Next? and then
an appendix givinp much valuable information, to-
gether with an index that makes refererize easy.

Tueg MiSSIoONARY REVIEW OF THE \VORLD.
{New York ¢ Funk and Wagnalls , Toronto. Wilham
Briggs} The contents of the July number show no
falling off in industry or interest. There 1s a breadth
and fulness, a variety and freshness in them that is a
perpetual wonder The cause of missions certainly
has reason to rejoice in the establishmant and markud
success of such a monthly—in literary ability the peer
of the secular monthlies, while in religious force and
spirit of conscecration to missions all that the most
ardent friends of the cause can desire. Among the
noteworthy articles in literature section, eleven i atl,
we specially note “ The Romance of Modern Mis.
sions,” * The Creat Commission,” * Mission Problems
and Work in Abyssinia,” and * Miracles of Missions.”
The first is one of the most thrilling narratives ever
written. We have also reports from nine societies,
intensely interesting correspondence from tnine un-
portant fields, the ** International ” pages, the Monthly
Concert Service, the Monthly Bulletin, giving the
latest news and facts from the whole world-field, and
and the Statistics of the World’s Missions. The num-
ber is quite the equal of any that have gone before.

THE PRESBYTERIAN REVIEW. (New York$
Charles Scribners’ Sons.;—The opening paper in this
quartet’s 1ssue of the Presbylesrian Review 1s one of
much ability by Professor Ransom B. Welich, D.D.,
LL.D,on * Chrstian Unity and the Historic Episco-
pate.” This 1s followed by the discussion of * Prnim-
tive Justice,” by Professor A, G. Hopkins, D.D.
The Rev. ]. A. Mclivain gives an interesting sketch
of ** Niman Beal, an Amenican Elder of the Seven-
teenth Century.” Then comes an admirable paper by
Rev. Wilhlam T. Herndge, B.D., of St. Andrew’s
Church, Ottawa, on * Christianity and Culture.”
Professor W. G. Blaikie, of Edinburgh, gives an in-
teresting account of * The Rise of the Scottish Pul-
pi.” D Erskine N. White discusses the question
* Can the Being of God be Demonstrated?” There
is a historical note of great value by Dr. Samuel T,
Lawrie, giving * An Account of the Scripture Proofs
Auached to the Confession of Faith and Larger Cate-
chism.” There are 10 addition cditorial and critical
notes and ccpious yet compact reviews of recent
theological literature, The July number of this valu.
able Rewiewis a splend'd one,

STUBBIE OR WHEAT. A story of more lives than
one. By S. Bayard Dod. {New York. Anson D.
F. Randolph & Co., Toronto. Book and Tract De-
pository | —The purpose of this hook is to face the
tide of pessimism that is sweeping through our htera-
ture, and ask men to Listen to both sides of the ques-
tion. The plan of the book is to tell a simple domes-
tic story and show the outcome of a life modelled on
the pessimistic philosophy ; and how, under ordinary
circumstances, an earnest nature will be led, who
adopts this as the guiding influence of his life ; the
inevitable trend of its teachings. In contrast to the
story of the writer’s friend, we are shown the hves of
others interwoven with his, affacted by the same cir-
cumstances, and each ore led to look on life accord-
ing to the source from which he seeks his light. The
story of the young man's life, around which the main
incidents of the book cluster, is carned on through
school and college ard after graduation. Incidentally
the methods of discipline in different colleges, and the
q 1estion of college athletics, are warmly debated, in
a way to interest college men, The exhibition of the
oessimist’s theory, contrasted with that of a sound
Christian philosophy, suzgests the answer to the
.question of theé title ; which makes.of life a field of
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THE MISSIONARY WORLD.

A SABHATH SCHOOL FESTIVAL IN THE NEW
HEBRIDES, ¢

Mrs. Mackenzie, of Efate, New Hebrides, wrote the
foliowing letter which appears in the Halifax Presdy-
terian Witness 10 the members of the Light Bearers
Band, Truro :

We had more children present at our festival this
y=ar than on any previous year  We wnvited the chil.
dren of the ather schonle  In fonner years we had
the children all attending the school at Erakor, but
now we have a very hopeful children’s school both at
“Fila” and * Tankaro." These schools are in the
hands of competent teachers. young men and thelr
wives, who were trained at Erakor, and we felt it was
night that the little ones in both these places should
shar 1n the enjoyments of the day. There were
nine.y five children when all assembled ; and those
of Erakur were very hearty 10 providing food for their
guests, We were able to give cach child a ready
made garment.  For thesc we were indebted to our
dear friends in Truro and other places. The larger
girls we supplied with hats. Prizes were given to
each school separately, according to ment. Three in
cach schoul for reading , two for mental and two for
slate arithmetic , tovo for Bible knowledge ; «wo for
writing ; two for Enghsh in the Erakor schools only ;
two for dictation. We used discretion in giving
pnzes.  Where a desutute child was the recipient we
gave a garment or picce of print. In other cases
axes, kmves, basins, pannikins, etc. ; and last but not
least came the candy bags. Some of the most dili-
gent went away quite laden with presents and prizes.
1 did not see a look of displeasure on any face. Be-
tween one and two they dispersed for games, but
avout three the ram began to fall heawvily, and the fun
was ended. I forgot to mention that we distributed
a large number of cards, with which the children were
delighted. I wish you could all have seen how much
the children enjoyed the day. Then apart from their
cnjoyment, many of these children are orphans, and
depend on us almost entirely for clothing. Very
many thanks for the tidy, pin-cushion, etc. The note
paper came in nicely for the young men and boys in
the training class  They used a large part of it for tran-
sczibing the Fecp of Day for the press. Itis quite an
itemn of interest that we have the Peeg of Day trans-
lated by our own natives, and transcribed ready for
the press. It is nowin the printer’s hands, and we
hope to have it ready to take down with us to Sydney.
1 asked Mr. Mackenzie, when the Pecp of Day was
fimshed, why he did not give them Line upon Line
to translate,—it would be such a boon to the natives
and contains 30 much Bible history. * Well,” he
said, “they would transiate it and then I could not
have it printed, for { have no money to pay for it
Oh!1 thought, why should the Lord’s work be crippled
for want o{ money? We had a very good passage
from Aneityum to Sydney. Got to anchor on New
Year's morning in time to attend Church. We spent
a few weeks in Sydney, and as soon as the doctor
would allow me to leave we came up here—a dis-
tance of ninety-five miles. Other places were recom-
mended, but terms here are cheaper, and the climate
equal m pomnt of heaith to any other place. A walk
of a few miles 1n different directions brings us to very
fine scenery. We have met some very nice people
here, good Chnisuian people. The schoolmaster is
one such. We will remain here until the middle
of March. After we had spent 2 week here and be-
come acquainted with the teacher we decided to send
our two boys to school. It was a new experience for
them, and they have taken to it nicely. We will
leave Norman, the elder, 1n Sydney at school and re-
turn with Mornison and Alice to the islands, You
have probably heard of a severe epidemic that passed
over our side of Efate a year ago, and which took
from us our youngest child. Since that time the chil-
dren have all enjoyed good health. Mr. Mackenzie's

+health is good at present except a cold: this is
matter for thankfulness, We have not forgotten our
pleasant wisit to Truro and the many kind friends we
there. 1 sincerely hope the *Light Bearers® are
doing much for the Master. * Seek ye first the king-
dom of God and His righteousness.” First.give our
hearts to the Lord, then let our lives be spent.in His
-service.  Mr. Mackenzie unites with me in expressing:
-our. sincere thanks for your continued iaterest in-us;

.barien stubble; and which &-harvest of ripened grain? §: alse.our best wishés for your:prosperity.
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