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the vacancy took place, and shall communicate the
same both to the congregation and the committee of
the bounds,

9. When a minister or licentiate accepts a cail he
shall give notice to the committees appointing him,
but shall be required to fulfil the appointinents already
made, unless relieved cither by the committee of the
bounds or the congregation or congregations to which
he has been designated.

1o. Ministers and licentiates shall be required to
labour in the vacancics to which they are appointed,
conducting public worship on Sabbath and prayer
mectings in the course of the week, teaching Bible
classes, assisting in Sabbath school work, visiting
families and especially the sick ; and shall submit to
Presbyteries written reports of their labours.

11. Vacant congregations shall report at cach
stated meeting of Presbytery as to the supply received
and the prospects of scttiement,

12, Each Preshytery shall present an annual report
on the supply of its vacancies to the Synad, and each
Synod shall submit an annual report to the General
Assembly through the Assembly’s Committee on Dis
tribution and Supply. R, J. Latibraw,

Hamilton, April 10, 1886,

The following scheme for the supply of vacancies
was submitted to the Presbytery of Chatham atits
recent inceting :

1. There shall be a commitiee appointed by the
General Assembly to assign licentiates and ordamed
mimsters without charge to Presbyteries for appoint.
ment.

2. This committee shall consist of three ministers
and three ruling clders.

3- Al hcentiates and ordamed mimsters swithout
charge desiring appomntment who report themselves
to this comumttee will recerve appontinents, it possible,
one-half of their ime and the sessions of vacant con-
gregations shall he at liberty to find supply for their
own pulpits for one-half of the tune,

4. Vacant congregatiuns shall, through the Presby-
tery, notify the Ascembly’s Commuttee of their need of
supply, and may also submit the names of numsters
preferred.

5. Vacant congregations shall pay to licentiates and
ministers without charge who are duly appointed to
supply the pulpit 1n proportivn tu the supend they
propose to give their numister and, eacept wath the per-
mission of Fresbytery, it shall 1n no case be less than
$10 per Sabbath in addition te board.

6. When a congregation within its bounds becomes
vacant the Presbytery shall appuint a comnattee of
two, one of whom shall be the Moderator of 1ts session,
to confer at an carly date with the cengregation, or
with its session and board of management, to make
provision foy the most efficient conduct of its affars
possible during the vacancy.

7. 1t shall be the duty of said commuttee to report
to the Presbytery at its first regular meeting after such
conference in regard to

(@) The finanaal condition and management of the
congregation ;

(6) The proviston which has been made, and the
renumeration given, for the supply of the puipit ;

(¢) The probability of an carly settlement.

8. Inasmuch as a prolonged vacancy 1s mghly in-
jurious to the welfare of a congregation, 1t s an in-
struction to this committec 0 use all lawful endeavours
to secure a harmonivus sewtiecment at as early a date as
possible.

9. Inasmuch as it is ncither just to candidates nor
favourable to an intelligent decision on the part of the
members of a cungregation that a large number of
ministers should be heard before an opportunity for
selection 1s given, it1s earnestly recommended that in
no case shall more than six candidates be heard in
such succession,

to. If at the first or any subsequent regular meeting
of the Presbytery 1t 1s found that there 1s no prospect
of an carly settiement it will be the duty of the com-
mittee to continue such conferences with the congre-
gaton or 1ts session and board of management unless
otherwise ordered® by the Presbytery at intervals of
three months until the vacancy s fitled up,

13. All communications with candidates for vacant
charges shall be with the Clerk of Presbytery.

In Victoria, within a short period, four Baptist ministers
have become Episcopalians, #hile two have been received
into the Presbyterian Church,
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LITTELYs LiviNg AGE. (Boston : Littell & Co.)
No one who regularly receives Littell can possibly be
an ill informed person.

S1. Nictoras. (New York. The Century Co.—
Numerous and beautiful illustrations, instructive and
amusing reading matter in great varicty render S7.
N Aelas one of the most valuable magazines for the
home dircle,

Tk LinRaky MAuAZ2INE.  New York. John B,
Alden.-- The Apnl number coatans a speciafly goed
selection of the hest papers on themes of current
public intercat that have appeaied in the leading maga.
zines and reviews,

CANADIAN METHODIST MaGAZINE.  (Toronto:
William Brniggs).—The April number of this magazine
is in all respects most satisfactory. ‘The contents are
vaticd, interesting and instructive.  The illustrations
are numerous and of finer quality than formerly. The
cdiior begins very attractively a scries of papers on
* Landmarks of History.”

THE BROOKLYN MAGAZINE. (New York : 7 Mur.
ray Street.)—With the number for April the fourth
volume of this magazine begins. It has been greatly
improved of late. [n addition to articles of general
interest, its specialty is the publication of sermons by
the two most prominent Brooklyn preachers, Henry
Ward Beecher and ‘T. DeWitt Talmage,

THE ENGLISH [LLUSTRATED MAGAZINE. (New
York: Macwmillan & Co)—The English Niustrated
continues to supply its readers with excellent material,
both literary and artistic. Its descriptive and illus-
trated papers are interesting, varied and full of infor-
mation.  This month, “A North Country Fisling
Town and “The London Charterhouse ™ are excel-
lent examples. Fiction and poetry are also well re-
presented.

THE HoMILETIC REVIEW. (New York . Funk &
Wagnalls ; Toronto. Wilkam Bnggs.)~In the dis-
cussion of topics of immediate practical interest the
April number of the Homuletic s strong.  * Probation
after Death,” ¢ Prohibition,” * The New Theology,”
* The Efficiency of the Minstry,” are among the sub-
jects discussed by thoughtful writers.  Dr. Urmaston
continues his papers on * Insomnia—its Cause and
Cure.” The senmonic section 15 also coptous, varned
and good.
features of an excellent number.

FRrOM Accabia 10 MaCcHPELAHL. By the Rev.
James Marshall Thompson. (Philadelplua . Presby-
tertan Board of Publication; Toronto: James Bain
& Son.)—This is a most valuable little book, bringing
before the reader in a most nteresting form the re-
sults of the latest discoverics 1in Bible lands. It
sketches the homes and journeyings of Abraham in a
manner so vivid that the reader obtains a full and
definite conception of the life and times of the patriarch.
It is designed for Sabbath school teachers, pupils and
Bible readers generally. It contains a bnef introduc-
fion by Dr. Howard Crosby.

THE WELSH Pririr o To-Dav. Edited by J.
Cynddylan Jones. (Toronto. William Briggs.,— It
15 a pleasing change to pass from the vapid and sweet
sentimentalism that sometimes passes for religious
literature to a robust, healthy work like that recently
given to the world with an introduction by Cynddylan
Jones. The fame of the Welsh pulpit stands deser-
vedly high. The present volume, containing dis-
courses by reorescntative Welsh divines, will be highly
valued by all who relish sound evangelical truth, ably
presented. The short essay by which the volume is
introduced puts forward large claims for the theolo-
gians of the Principality which_the discourses that
follow fully justify.

HARPER'S MAGAZINE. (New York Harper &
Brothers,. In the April number three new and im
portant scrial storics are begun. One, “Their Pil-
grimage,” is a story of American life and character as
seen at summer resorts, written by Charles Dudley
Warner, and brilliantly illustrated. “ Springhaven”
is the title of 2 new novel by R. D. Blackmore. Itis
a picture of rural English life in the days of Admiral
Nelson. “The Fair Vale of Springhaven,” 1s the
frontispiece to the number, There is also the begin-
ning of a ncw novel by Mrs. Craik, the author of
“ John Halifax, Gentleman,” entitled “ King Arthur.

Not a Love Story.” There is also a number of other

This by no means exhausts the attractives

sery attractive papers on various subjeuts, profuses
and beauntifully illustrated.

SCOTLAND'S INFLUENCE ON CIVILIZATION, Iy
the Rev. Leroy J. Halsey, D.1). (Philadelphia: Pres.
byterian Board of Publication; Toronto* James Bamn
& Son.p—Dr. Halsey has wnitten a very geal and
Just sketch of Scotland’s place in history, hier struggies
for liberty, religious and civil, the influence she has
exerted in literature, philosophy and religion.  Canada
is also introduced as an illustration of how far Su-
tish mfluence extends,  Some of our Canadian repre.
sentative men are mentioned; but, alas for Fames
ficklencss, some of their names are nusspelt.  If 4
Scotchiman had written this little book some people
would have thought he was blinded by prejudice, con
ceit, or some other Scottish virtue; but Dr. Halsey s
a good American, and writes almost as enthusiasticaly
as if he had been a fellow-countryman of Roben
Blurns.

THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY. (Boston : Houghton,
Mifthin & Co.j—The Ailantic Monthly for April opens
with a paper on Gouverncur Morns, by Henry Cabaot
Lodge. A short story by Sarak Orne jewett, entitied
“The Dulham Ladies,” is also a pleasant feature of
the number, and with Mr. James's and Miss Murfree's
serials furnishes its fiction. Two miportant paper.,
one on * Responsible Government under the Const.
tution,” by Woodrow Wilson, the other, ** Reforma.
tion of Charity,” by D. O. Kellogg, will be of interest
to thoughtful readers. Julian Hawthorne contributes
a paper on the * Problems of the Scarlet Letter,” and
this, with an article on * Children, Past and Present,”
by Agnes Repplier, and * Shylock vs. Antonio, A
Brief for Plaintiff on Appeal,” by Charles Henry
Phelps, comprises the chief contents of the number
There is a poem by Mr. Whittier, called * Revela
tion,” and some other verses b, Andrew Hedbrouk
and A. M. Libby ., and also criucisins of recent his.
torical and other works. Thcusual departments close
a most agrecable instalment of this standard magn
zine

A COMMENTARY ON THE CONFESSION OF Fatin.
With Questions for ‘Theological Students and Bible
Classes By the Rev  Archibald Alexander Hodge,
DD With Appendix  ‘Philadelphin  Presbyterian
Board of Pablication, Toronte James Bain & Son.
In 186y & Commentary on the \vestminster Confes
ston, with questions for use by theological students
and Bible ¢' sses, was published by the Presbyterian
Board. The book soon attained a popularity hardly
looked for, circulating widely not onlt in the United
States, but alsoin England, Scetland and Ireland, and
being translated into foreign languages as a compact
and clear exposition of the system of doctrine held by
the Reformed Churches. A new and revised edition
of it has now been brought out by the Board, witk: the
addition of two appendices. The first contains the
statements of those representative theologians, Charles
Hodge and Henry 1. Smith, as to the sense in which
the historical Presbyterian Church understands those
coming into her ministry te accept the “ Confession of
Faith as containing the system of doctrine taught 1
the Holy Scriptures,” in which anderstanding the two
branches of the Presbytertan Church are thus shown
to have been perfectly agreed. The second appendis
contains the only two official explanations of the sense
in which the Westminster Confession is understoud
by their respective denominations made by represen-
tative bodies—that 1s, the * Auburn Declaration
1837 and the “Declarative Act” of the United Presby-
tenan Synod of Scotland in 1879. This new editiun
of a standard work will be welcome by the thoughtfu
men of to-day.

1¥ Pans leads in fashions it does not usually lead
in moral and soctal reform. Attempts have been made
several times to found a temperance socicty in Pans,
but without success. The Pansian cannot be induced
to give up his wine. Light wines are cheap «n Fass,
and, what is more and worse- are considered essen-
tal luxuries of diet, awing to the bad quality of the
water, which is, indeed, undrinkable in some parts of
the town. The drinking habits of the people are
growing, for within the last few years the consumptun
of alcoholic liquor per head has been doubled. " The
latest attempt to start a tectotal socicty is that made
by the Socicte de la Croix Bleue. A branch of the
society was established in Paris a year ago, and, not-
withstanding the vigilance of the pioneer reformers,
they have only succecded in captivating about fifty
persons. . >
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