of which Honelulu is the capital, con-
taining a population of 6,500, ¢ The
history of these Islands is so intimately con-
nected with the history of Missionary labors
there, that all events which have an impor.
tant bearing upon the interests and prospects
of the Islands, are looked upon with interest
by every friend of the missionary enterprise.
The recent proceedings of the French Ad-
miral and French Consul at the [slands have
such a bearing, and cannot be regarded with
indifference, either by the Christian or
philanthropist.” -

On that account, we think it important to
make our readers as thoroughly acquainted
with the natuie of the quartel, as our limited
space will permit.  And in order to show
the wrong that the French Government is
about to infl.ct upon the Hawaiian Govern.
ment, we give the

Treaty Stipulations.
In 1843 the following engagement was en.
tered into between the Governments of France
and Great Britain, and duly ratified,

Her Majesty, the Queen of the United King.
dom of Great Britam and lreland, and His
Majesty, the King of the French, taking into
convideration the existenee in the Sandwich
Islands of a Government capable of providing
fur the regularity of its relations with foreign
nations, have thought it right to engage, reci.
proeally, to consider the Sandwich Islands as
an independent State, and uever to take pos-
seseion, neither directly or under the title of
protectorate, or under any other form, of the
territory of which they are composed.

Ou the 26th of March, 184€, a treaiy was
enlered into between the French and Hawaian
Governments, the siath article of which is as

follows : —

French merchandise, or gonds recognized as
coming from the French domintons, shall not
be prohibited, nor shall they be suhject to an
import duty higher than five per cent. ad va-
lorem. Wines, brandics, and other spirituous
liqunrs eve, however, exeepted from this stipu-
lation, and shall bhe liable to such reasonable
iduty as the Hawaiian Government may think
fit to Jay upon them ; provided ulways that the
amount of duty shall not beso high as abso.
lutely to prohibit the importation of the said
articles,

The tlawaiian Government was desirous of
prohibiting entirely the introduction of spirit-
uous liquors into the Isiands ; but this the Gov-
ernments of two great Christian nations would

nqt e,ug’fcr to he done,  Spirits, und all the cons
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sequent evils of intemperance, the Government
waus compelled toadmit ; but it imposcd a duty
of five dollars a gallon. It wuuld thus nppear
that the high duty on spirits is thé pretended
cause of the trouble, but u letter from the Ts.
lands remarks, ¢* The true state of the case is,
the Romish priests and the French Consul,
who scem to go hand 1n hand, have been cha.
grined that Romanism, the honored religion of
Irance, should gain so little respect and influ.
ence at the Sandwich Islands.  After all the
efforts of the priests, backed up repeatedly by
the civil a1m of France, their cause is not yet
held in honor; proselytes are few, and from
among the lower class of people.  Instead of
using the only legitimate means to raise their
drooping cause, they resurt, in the true spirit
of popery, to the civil arm.

The Consul being unable, by threats and
aunoyancesto bring the Hawaiian Government
to accede to all his wishes, and adjust difficul.
tics on his own terms, the French Admiral
came to his assistance, with two vessels of
wer.  Ju the meantime, as long ago as April
last, & Special Commissioner had been appoint-
ed by the King of the Islands, as lus Envoy to
the United States, Great Bitain and Freace,
with a view, specindly, to the adjustment of
these very difficulties.  But for the action of
the French Governiuent at hame, the Adiniral
and Consul had no disposition to wait,  Oun
the 221 of Avgust they insisted upon an im-
mediate answer to certain questions which
they put in wiiting, to which the Hlawaian
overnment mude a respectful but firm reply,
refusing to comply with the demands made,
but offcring to submit the matter m dispute to
the friendly mediation and adjustment of some
neutral power, to whose decwion they were
willing to abide, and thus concludes : —

Wath this answer and proposition, solemnly
conveyea to you in the King’s name, it will be
for the Admiral and Consul of France to an-
swer to their own Government, to their con-;

may make of the large force at their disposal.
‘I'he King has ordercd thut no resistance what-
ever shall be made to snch force.

Force resorted to.

‘T'o this communication the Admiral replied,
almost immediately, that the answer to the
“ ultimatum™ not appearing to him sufficient,
he must give ceursc {o'coercive measures § and
on the same afternoun, Augusi 25th, the

sciences, and to the world, for the use they |
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