Mar 10, 1873,

THE FA

VORITE.

283

1y snd delibarately prepars and roll hiscigarillo
than Baw, as he stood Matening w the roceding
beat of La Perla‘a hoofs. Thers was a haif.tri.
umphiant amile on hls shrowd faco as ho turnod
back into the yurd., ¢ Manand horse,” ho mut-
tered, ¢ thare ia nothing In all Andalnsia can
touch them. But God and the holy Virgin heip
them’ naw, for théy naed it

Tho clgarll » was conmmed (o the Iast puft
bofure tho old man, with well-folgned snrprise
and thesullon alr of a Bonthisrner aroused from
bis midday hap, responded to tho summans «f
tho alghacllae, At angry muarmuring crowd xurs
rounded tite afficom: forthe blood of P, Banta
Marla had long bollod agninst tho tnsnlent de.
meanar of the giasds, and nmy thut tho loeal
hero was threataned with arvest and lnprixon.
‘ment, Yopuine éxcltement wasat ita hoight, and
tho sharp click of tho opening guvaja negun to
bo heand a1l tio oonfused hum of volcox, Dut
22 the officlals and the soldlers who accompa.
nied them pdssed {n to exanlaoo the prem:sos,
Gomaez freed the crowd, acd with an exproasive
glance and a rapid moilon of the fingoers, enstly
inteliixible to & pooplo with swhom every gox-
ture Las its meaning, mado Known the safot; of
Plata, There was a murmar of satisfaction,
sod f.!leh the inevitable, « Puos, sonores, cohe-
mose unt' gigarito.” QOut camo the 1ilo books,
the potiches, and the Bint an.d stecl ; and when
the offlcers raturned from thelr uscless search,
the crowd, collecled In peaceful groups, was
::xaxod 10 & mab In tho solomn enjoyment of

OHAPTRER 1L
“THAR DEST MAX AND TIIX DEST BULLY

Desplto its manvy aszoclations, it is & woary
Journoy, that betwoen Bevllle and Madrld, asl
myself can testify, who performed 1t tnthe baa-
quette of thoe dlligencia. Al mo! we wore
young then, but the miseryof that time comes
bagk to me vividly—tho glariog beat, tho st
fing oloudsof dust, theincessant, « Anda, aada I
of the driver, the jangling of the bolls, the jolt.
ing of the unstablo box in which we were con-
fined, &nd, Rbove all, tho reckk aad stecam from
the long team of mules. I romembor how the
anatomy of my dearest friends doveloped angles
of superhuman size and excruciating acuteucas,
how thay notlced the 3ame phenomens {n m§.
solf, and how savage we bscamo In consequenge.
I remombsr, too, that {n calmer moments we
speculatod with awe, not unmixed with envy,
oa tha physlcal conformation of the boy who
rodelha leader, and who, sleepless and antis
ring, kapt tho zaddlo(aod such & saddle 1) from
firet to laat,

On, still on, through the hoat of the day and
the sllence of tho night, halting only &a long as
was abanlately necessary, did Mendez asrgo the
galleat groy towards Madrid, On, stillon ! Acruss
the wide grassy plains bostde the Guadalquiver,
dotted with herds of bulls, which ratsed thelr
hoads with a sullen dellow asthe solitary horge-
man went hy 3 ski-ting tho folr walls of stately
8aville, and the tod Moorish towars of Aleala’
do Guadaira; pasi the palms of Moncloa and
the ollva-groves of Ecya; by tho domes and
oconveonts of Cordova and tho cornfields of An.
dajar. Oa through the gloomy gorges of tho
Sterra AMomns, the tswaoy mouotony nf La
Manchs, and tha vineyards of Val-de-Penax;
startiing ths wild-fow! in tho znarsbos of Gua.
dixns, and waking the sohcoa of tho rocky
OGtabian bills 7 speeding past ths cool gandens
and ¢ashing fountsinaof roTal Aranhucz and the
wazies of Takiemoro, uatil tho first rays of the
fanday’s i were giinted brek from thespires

Ferdinand V11, plons, fortunate, and restor-
ed, wus In A leavehly texper that Snnday
morning, with tho prospeot of & glorinus bull-
Qgiit befare him, Wrapnad in his dreaxing-robo,
o twns roclining In an easy.chalr, sipping Wis
chocolato and amnking one of his own peculihr
puros, proparatory to attending mass ifn the
royal ohapel, when Don Miguel Floros was
announcod,

« Wolcome, Don Miguol; alwnys welcome,
early or iate,” sald hils dnjesty, with a gravious
wave of ale hand, ¢ Bat what brings yout ex-
cettoney hioro at such an anearthly hount, and
with suoh ngrave cruntonanco ? Nothing wrong
with the bulla, Trua”

o Nothing swhatovor, your NMajesty,” roplied
Don Miguel., e« But, sire, I have to offer to your
royul conxideration tho mo«t astounding prapo.
wal It hae ovor boen my it o entortaln sineo I
havo had t: » fellcity of belng conpected with
your Mnjesty's builiehts."

“» Ave Maria purisnma I? excinimed the plous
monnrob, rutbing his hands in expeotatinm,
“ Zako | 904t, Tasy, and & cigar, and lot us hoar
1t .

u8iro,” sald Don Aligael, inhaling the deill.
clous fragranoe of the roynl tobacon, sthere is
At this momont in Madrid & picador who ia
srilling to match himself alone against the best
dull that can be found 1o Spain. He will fight
trith the biunt garrochn, without padding and
without greavos, In silk stockings and Afajo
deens, itke & mers chuto, [t s his dentre thattf
116 be averthrown nnne should assist him, and
tho dull by aliowed to do his worat. If his
horso bo but scrawohed i1a the encounter, his IR
los at your dMajesty’sdispassl; but if ho kill the
bul}, or fight him until ho fhils exhausted, he
humbly prays that your Majesty will grant the
request ho shall ask,”

«Quo disparate,” said Fenlluand conteraptu.
ously, ¢« 1tisabsurd; the thing is impossidle.
There is no man 1o nll Spaln can do ft. Yon
havo been Imposod on, toy good Don Miguel.”

« 1 can assuro your Majesty thal this 1s a ge
nutoo challenge, and from & man who will do
his boat ta wind® .

« Ho 1s oither a medman o a muarderer,” re.
marked the Xiog sagaciousty. % Andtius nsme
of this suicida

«With your Afajosts's permission, 1 am not
8l liberty to reveal”

«Tnis becomes interesting,” said Ferdinand,
riaing snd striding across theroom. « Now telt
me, Florez,” ho continued, haif iinploringly, and
comiog to & sudden stop, » has Do Veraguas
anything 1o do with §t? dveshe back the man?
For the duko of that n:me was the King'agreat
rival ‘o bull-breeding, and as aficlonindos, or
tnembers of the « fancy,” there was joalousy
beiween tho Lwo on that soore.

«yn oy bonor 1 belteve not, your Majesty.”

wAnd do sou know what requsst the msn
wiil mako 1 ho should cuance to win??

« I do not, sire.”

«1 canoot make him a grandee of 8paln,”
ra1d Ferdlnand, s-5uy aay fower tito or wealtt
I can bostow on the man who shall falfly per-
fotm such an unheard.of foxt, o feat that wouid
reficct honor on mys reigu, on the whols natlon,
I socept thoconditinns, If be wine I willgrant
whatyver favor hermay ask and 3 Klug of 8pain
msay oostow, But, por D!os,” said Fordinand,
alapplog his thigh, « be shal) work for it, orwo
will hn.ve ¢ut El R~

Whan Don Miguri hosrd thers laxt worde, his
kanses xaocked togother, and holot fall tho royat
cigar. Let mo at for the d posure of
thie chief Inspsctor of bullaghis.

Amoug the mang splondid aniroals deatined
to bo baichered for tho delectationof Ferdinand

of Mrdrid, 1nd the wandroas tide was
pliahs& . -

The streets were nearly empty at the early
hour whan Mendez pissed througlr thes gate. He
rodd¢ (o 4 emall quistinn, Rept by & brother of
Gomoz. Groat was the sistonlsh.aent of tue
plopriétor whan he saw who had voused himn
from his morning slambdaers, bit Pinto catshort
hiy inQaisitivensts abruptly.

& Ak no qudttinmy, my friond, snd above all
tell noonn that I am here. Yoo will kndw all
in fime. Beeathe mare well cered fur, and rdauy
to ke, I nend be, At thred o'alook. Remember
th6 stdw and tho Val-de-Penas. liave breskiust
end ths bed th tho back room ready for me
whon £ retarn® .

Andxo zaylng e glrade of (o the houts of
Doty Miguel Fiotez, ohid manager of the royal
bafllfighta, This importAnt pemonxge was
eqtially surprised whon he tearnt the name of
the oarly viddjor in whose canse the servant had
vontiured todisturb him.

WYRIgams Dingl"” he exelsimed « Mendez
Pinto §a Madrid ! I wonder If ho coikes to ght
todny. How pleasedtho Rlog wili bel Shosw
him 1y, show Bim In>»

Naw diiring  his vide Pinto had mxtured tho
advide of Gomegz, and had geltiod oxactly witat
he intended- 10 do; anyd thércfore, 1n reply to
Dot Migvels Ingnirier, wiilions nxreailng the
catastrophs of T, Sants Maris, le aimply ex-
podndad thet tntention,

4 Neonden, my son,"” sald Don Miguel solemn-
1y, when the baligghtor hed concluded, #scmo.
thing has afected your braln; yoa omnnodl so-
riodsly moan what you say. Ah, qQue me barlas,
mlamipdl* -

#7 would not wentsre Lo trifle with your ex-
oellondy,” said Plinto, « I moan it so far that
alsbe Thursday I bave riddon from . 8antis
Muris, 1o undertake it, by tho Kiug’sloave, tuls
very aflernoon.” .

And 20 1} hippensd that an hoar aftorwards

3 wity 8 "haavy hoart—focr Lo had &
real reghnl fu ilendes as & bullGgbler—bot Ot
tolxy bLefore his most Ohrilas Malesty-our
heo's hitkerio vobeatdol proposal, -

4

-

- .

{ 1nto thiat of » El R&™ For six years e had baeon

apd hiz subjects was ove of the royal vreed,
predminont for strength, acUviLy, Rnd fOroCIty,
and tho possession of &l thoso « polnts” 10 which
the infilated delight. The youin of this anims!
had been of singuwr promise, from the time
whan, as a boll-calf undavnied dy dranding-iron
ar garrocha, he turved furionsiy vo his attond.
aat honlsmen, and when, batied asa ¢ novitlo,”
ho spread havoo and trepidation amoag the
baiters. Thoss who proguosticated his foture
groaloess were not dicappolnted; novor, sinoo
the daya of the colelrated Harpado, hud such a
graud bruto beea seen 1n Spatn as ¢ tho Kiog's
own Bul,,” which Utlo was usually abbrevistod

reservod for some ocsasion worthy of his fimes
and noyw, whon Dot Afigusl learnt that bis fa.
voTite Pinto Wwas 10 be confronted by this pro.
digy, his hamantiy ovorcameo his love of aport,
and ho was fitod with consiernation,

«El Re, slre? hastammered; « 1 Ro?Sure.
Iy 1 bellovod sour Majesty wonld roservo him—"

aNn mattet wwbat ycu bLollovod, sir,” Juter
rupied tho King cxcliedly, as he noticed Don
Mliguel's evident ¢ motlan; ¢ he shall nat Le re-
sei1ved another day. Tho fight shall como ol
thin very afternoon. Soe that 1t be pivporiy
annooncod fof thred o'tlnek, and ot Bl RRe bo
driven in at onoc. Ab, 12, Don Florez! you begin
to trombio for your andactocus Don Falano: dut
hoarken, xir I will have no triling in this mnt-
tor. Iftha man cator the ting, by honavon hie
shall stay thore anil be or Ei Re be dragged
ont! Acd ko oare that the polut of ths gar-
rocha bo fr!rly shoathod. This braggart shall Le
tanght & losson,” : :

«And he has youar Majesty's promiss if he
vias?"

= It he wing,” aaid the Kingshottly, «#he haw.”
And whon Don Migno! had relinsd, his Msjosty
wenl t0 dhapal with an ¢ksy cansclencs, as be-
oamo an apholdar of ateiet juslioe snd A haler
of Gooell and arrognuce,

Meadez, who had employed Lis e (D AX.

1ag armahganents adcat hils dress, ant in the

caTeful sslootion ©f a garToohs, x_'ocﬂwx the | ialleTing Wi the wavege determinauion of tbe

King's daclrinn with proud eompoanre, ¢ It s
Olr,? ho satd; « the bast man and the beat bult.
No oompro nada do gangas—I buy nothing a
bargaini™ and aftor paving o last visit o Ya
Perig, ho wont to ba} and alept paundly.

Groat was the excitement amnng tho aficlo.
nadns of Mndrid whon, aver the ald hilla of the
approaching fight, anpnenred a placard notifying
that tho sportn would be preceded nt three
o'clook by n *#novedald’” in which El Reandsa
nameless pleador wonld ha engaged.

To ranline the extraordinary dificolty of the
tank which Pinto had undartaken, it must he
remember d, first, that tha plondom nre uanally
seonrely padded fo cntenfn henvy fall, the hend
protectad by an conrmous atifhrimmad hat,
and the right tag, ywhioh laalwaya turned to the
buil, by iz mona, a groava of leathor and lron.
Mendez was o fight in silk stockiugs and Majo
ocortume.

Sncondlr that in case of a fall tha nttentilon
af the bnll s immediately distrncted tom the
fallan horsemay by the red cloaks of the oknloe
o’r footmen. Mendez was 10 be alono in the
ring. .

Thirdly, that the garrochn is a stont pole with
a trjaogular polat of Iron but an inch in length
when properly gaarded, and i used only for
fanding off the charge, the bul! beinz alwnys
kitled by tho sword of the mnatrlar after ho §«
eshausted by the cambat with the pleadors, of
whnm thore are usually three. BDendez was t..
be opposod to a perfectly fresh bull, which wae
to bo killed or subdaed with tho garrocha only.

————

CHAPTER 111,
.LI¥E OR DEATH,

The hour had arrived : every nook and corner
of the vast amphitheatrs of Madrid, boxes,
bsnches, and pit, the very balustrados and bar-
riers, seothed with o denso mass of anxious ox.
cited humanity. The flercs Iberian sun beamed
with uneclonded splendour, darting its fover
aliko {nto the blood of high and lotw, of rich and
poor, of man,"woman, nnd beast ¢ intothosangre
nzul of the falr Castiillan snated 1a the upper
tier, whoss syox burned large and lustrous be.
tweean the folds of the white mantilia; into the
commoner lava that plowoed {n the velns of tho
swarthy Majo who lounged agaipst the inner
barrier? and into the thick red tide which the
bull was foon to lavish an thoe dust of the arenn
The shadow of the partial canopy overhend
Jay upon the zand in a clean curving tine, ke
that of still waters on tho boach, the rustle of
twonty thousand fans oreatod o mimle breeze,
and the hum of volces sounded ke tho muflled
roar of the surge. But the flutter cf the fans
wax hushed Instantaneously, and the loud mur.
monr xubstdod to a death.like allence, as the
gates were thrown open, and, in placo of the
glittering cortége of the ardinary bulifight, ofthe
many-hued procession of piradors, chulox, and
ex¥pados, T'nsed by the gilly-caparisoned tenm
of mules, thors rodo slow!y into the wide urena
the figure of n solitary 3§ Jo mounted ob a noble
gray steod. His featurea were concealod by a
bleck msk, o Ted kerf waa bound upon hir
arm, and ho bore {n hic bund the gaArrocha of
the pleador. Madrid was firly pozzied, Muwirld
was at iis wits’ ond, ax the cadballero, profoundiy
waluting the royal box whero gat Ferlinaud, in.
cretnlons of his 6yes, quictly crosved the Plaza,
and tonk up Bis station againit the tarrlor on
the 1aft of the tarit or pasxage by which the
balle are admtitted to the ring.

Then the key was toxsed to the algnaciland
defily caurhie in hig uut® the door of the torll
was palodkoed, and you ocoulld hoar the sharp
catebing of the breatl, throughout that mighty
assembdiy ‘ax, with a lewp Heo & atng, El Re
bounded Into the arena.  El Ra. the Riog'soxo
Hulll there was no mistaking bim, for his
brawny negX was encirclod by a broad ridbobp
ofreariot and seilow, the royal livery of Spaln,
from which depended the device of a glided
crown and oastle, the arms of Oastife. A rosr
of applango grectod his cotmuce, and, dazed by
ths xodden clanmjonr, and the transition from
the darkness of his vell to the glare ofopen day,
the magnificont brute stood ko 2 brmnze statue
hiis poblo haud Taised, and his Serces oyosseeking
for romie bliject on which (o vent bis wratlt,

On his left, 11ke ’nother statoo, sat Acodor
Pintn onthe gray mara,

But aprarently E! Ro constdered this single
antagonist banealh his notice. for with a dls-
dalnfal tors of hk mighty crest, hebegan topaw
e sand. Then (ho horveman shook his garro-
cha, and tho figtter of tho reel srearf on hiz arm
cauzht tho eys of £1 Re. With a derp mure
derauk bellow, the ball towwered bis froot, and
rusliad s{rafght at bix coemy, and the duel to
death had begun,

Tho sharp steaight horas were within n fow
féot of Ta Porla's xlle, whin Mendez met tlio
chargs with tho maint of the snear nlamed to
an tnch, trie and falr, abovre thoshoulder-biado,
whilat he wheelod the nare alightly 1o the left.
Tho terrific rash conid nat ba xtorped, hat itz
dedly coutry was altered, nnd whken El Re,
halr.51nded Dy the Clond of dust he hag ralsdd,’
and halfstaoned dy the shock with which Ue
onoounfered the barrier, recavercd his »sight and
LeRzox; theri, ayaln ahoad of him, provokingty’
c2lm, kat Pifitd bn the groy mare, Flerocreven,
and to the sprelrtorx nmiare trresiatiblo thantho
first, was tho recond nish of tho monstersmert-
{ng under tho w{ng of tho ghrrod. ), nod agatm’
was hia fury foreed 10 expend 1taolf on sav”  ad
1imber, whitst Mendez galioped anead and ook
up R fresh parition.

hriats, And the gourago and enolness of the man,
II tho ferocity qod aotivity of Bl Ro were such
an had novor baforé beon witnessed by the
oldest froquonter of the Plaza, they wers sure
pnreed by tho dexterity and horsemanship of
Pinto; nobly secondet by La Perla, ho exhnust.
ed overy art of the picador, It wonll bo stiil
move impnssiblo to convey an lden of the agony
of excltement which pervaded the spectnturs,
from the King downwards,

How strong men writhed and geaticulated,
antshouted untfl thelr voces fell ta & hoarse
ahriek; nnd stately women and falr girls forgot
thelr conventlongl decarum, and with oyes,
breaste, and mouths flashing, heaving, and
nanting, sprang up and leant over to bestow
thelr anpplause; and how, liko & cousuming fire,
thore ran through that vast ornwd a longing for
the and, a lust for blood, for doath,—of elther
man or buli.

At lant {1t came, Not less than cichteen times
had E! Ro charged home, aud cighieen umes
hnad tho apear-paint been pianted with cruel
exnctness, untll the gore poured down from ono
great wonnd above the ahoulder, to lenve a
ruddy truil apon the sand. Then, as the com.
hatants stnod facing ench other, Mendez foit La
Perla sway beneath him, aud knew that the
crliicnl moment had arrivod,

For the fimt time he took the Initiative, And
auw began an exhthition of skiil and daring
never surpassed. With the garrucha held law
in rest, nnd his oyo fixed on tha blood.shot orbs
which followed his alightest movement, slowly,
almost impercoptibly, so as to avold provoking
a charge, he backed La Perlx in a half.circle,
unti! the point of the spear lay at an acute
angle behlad the shoulder of the ball. Those
only who weare nearcst, strainingover the barrler
to ecateh, lke true aficionados, the niceties of
tho combat, could hoar tho words, sAhora 0
naoca, por mi vida, o por ml muorte;* aud
lfting La Poria with spur and huand and will,
with the {nexplloable sympathy which exists
batween a truo rider and his borse, he harled
hor at tho bull. Ho rupid was tho dash, thut
nefore El Re could make a half-turn to meet it,
the apear was in his shoulder, driven with the
full welght of man rod horse, with the full
vigor of that treme..doas arm. Beacath the
terriic impulse the blunt polot burst through
tho lacerated hide, and frresistible as the koen
blade of the matador, the huge shaft folluwed,
baring through ficsh and brawn and muscie,
- -+{ dowa Into the very heart of the mighiy
bulk; the mass still surged atd heaved and
sy aggled against the mortul agony, the tough
garrocha bent ke a wand, and La Perla reeled
and toitered ltke a2 drunkenman, but the acm of
Mondez was as a bar of steel. You would uut have
xaldthat the horke was suppurtliog the sider, bat
that the rider, holling by the spear-sh.uft, was
sustaining the hiorso befweon his knees, uad 50
the tureo remalned, untit tbe last convulsive
tyros died; out of what was onoe Ei Re, and La
Perls, though ahiveriug tn every !imb, Lad ro.
covered from her exhaustion, then with oue
mighty effort Mendes drew out the gurnucha,
and removing his m .1k, azaln saluted the ruyal
box.

« And you ask, my gailant Moadez,” satd
Fenlinand, #you a-k for— '

«That which 1 have riked, your Majosty,
my Wre.”

«Your life, man; por Dios, hew is your itfe ta
danger now

«] have had the misfortano to kil two &
your Majesey's guarIs ut P. Mauta Maria”

« Twa of gy guands ™ taandered Ferdinaad;
uiwo of my guardat and you coma liets eX.
pecting to save your own miserable iife. Ah,
rooundrel ! you have laid & trap forue. Hod I
but knowa befure I pledyed tay wund, nut if
you had killed 8fty buils with your naked honds,
should you have eson Vougo safocado !
Begonc, rascal! out of wy sight, aud let me
nover se¢ or hear of you again ™

But after Fendinand’s fing pasaion had sabsld-
ed he did sco and uear «f Mendez again; fur
with the deapatch from P. Bauia Marix cntue &
potition, sigaed by tho princlpal inhabi.tunts,
againat the genoral conduct of tho guards, snd
she King inqnired carcfully into I'into’s osse;
and floding that there had been provocation
cnough to Justify, 4t all ovents in Syeaish ecyos,
the cutting of at lecast halt-a-dusen throuts, aud
that the doadle homicjde was more the resalt
of an unfortunaie supe.fuily of strengtlt than
of malice prepense, Inasmuch as piobably aoy
othier man la the kingdom of 8patn might havo
knocked togethcr tho hewls of two of his
Majexty’s guards witi:out prodaclng any material
offeck : conddering il this, ho not only forgave
Pinin, but revvanded him Hvoratly, Nay moro,
tio 1ngjsted that Gomez and his daughter should
20 _3ant {ar, in ordet that the latter might be
martied to hes oyer In Madrid, aad bask 1o the
xunshing of royal favor. Which was done ac.
onrdinzly. DBut the volatilo monarch belng
dooply smitten with the fasr Aadalusian, tho
sunshine of royal favor waxed £o warm, that
old ;Gomes, who wus suflicleaily loyal uot to
deslye hilx soveroignu's hoad to Le broken, one
fine day porsuaded Pinioto undertake the rotvrn
Journay to P. Santa Marla, somewtat more
slowly and comforiably than ho bad como. Se
tho throc wont back totbelr nailve town, where
tho family of Ploto il fourlshes (o tbe bull-
fighiing llas, though no raember of it has
bitherto equallod tha oxploit of thoir grand.
tather with Bl Ry .

i~
GeexresITY durfng lfe 1s 8 very different

1 wil} nnl ‘underinke to deacribé the mauny ! 1hing Hom genotollly in the hout of death ; dne

phases of that marveliots cnoouitier—how Go.

prooeceds frora gonulne lberality and benes

volenos, the other rom pide or foar, .



