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TLoMarchant, little had heen done.  Ife
thought more credit was due to the At-

torney General and Provineial Seeretary ! ticipated what he was going to say with
in regard to the mmprovement of stock, |
(those gentlemen having made importa- ! operations of the Board had hitherto been

tions of horses), than to the Ceuntral
Board.  ‘The amounts realized by the
sale af the stock imported showed that
the demand for such stock wag very great,
Many of the societies were saviug their
funds in ovder to muke purchases, and the
only fear was that the supply wonld be
insuflicient. ‘The President of the Bonrd
also was entitled to credit for having
made  importations frem  Canada, but
when that supply came the proper senson
had passed.  Upon the closing of last
year's accounts, he had strongly urged
tint a further supply from Canada be at
once obtnined,—if this course had been
taken, the expenditure which it involved
wonld have been returued to the treasury.
1o had for many years turned his atten-
tion to the subgect of o Stock Farm, and
believed that in no way could the stock of
the country be so well improved as by
this means or other improvements, s for
instance, in farm buildings. so well effect-
ed. By such means the growth of the
imported stock was sccured. Ile had
also been for some ime looking forward
to & Provincial Exhibition, but the Pro-
vince having been so long without one,
he would be now almost ashamed to see
the attempt maae.  How could the farm-
ers be expected to advance themselves
without such encouragement? In going
into the neighbuuring Proviuces oue im-
mediately saw how far behind we were in
all the farming appliances so comnionly
in use elsewhere.  If proper assistance
were given, he was couvinced that Nova
Scotin would not be at al! behiud other
countries in these particulars.

Mr. Boumixor anid that no one conld
read the report without acquiring mach
valuable intormation. It was gratifying
to know that the Board was presided
over by a gentleman who devoted so
much time aud attention to the subject
under consideration, and he could not
refrain trom also alluding to the secretary.
Professor Lawson, who had exhibited
great ability in the maungement of the
Journal and in the discharge of his other
duties.  He wished to cull attention to
one or twu matters which had b2en the
subject of complaint. ""“are had been 2
sale of stock in Pictes, but the notice
given Lad not been sufficient to enabie
persons in Cape Breton to attend, as it
ok place thiree days after the adver-
tisement was jssued. There was subi-e-
yueutly o sale at Bedford, of which ro
notice was given in Cape Breten, Il
hoped that greater facilities in this respeet
would be afiorded in future.  As far as
the jmportation of horses was coner rued,
he doubted if blood horses were suit-
able for farming-purposes:

Mr. S Casesens, suid that the houn.
gentleman who hiad just spokeu hud an-
reference to the sales of stoch. The
too contralized, and it would bie seon that
the distribution of the stock imported had
been.confined to the central countics, and
chr-efly benefitted u class of persons whose
objeet wus persoual profit, and who were
not the sort of persons whom the mrant
was intended to aid. The importations
would have heen more beneficial if the
eattle had heen grataitously distributed.
The notice given had been far tao short
to allow parties in distant portions of the
provinee to be present at the sales. By
the report, it appeared that the horses
itaported would not be sent during the
present season to the distant counties,
which he thought had the first cltim and
the grentest nee.

Hon. Mr. Macrannaxe explained that
the stock arrived after the time when they
were expected, and so late in the season
that the sale had to take place immediate-
Iy on theiravival. ‘There were, however,
persons present v ho professed to represent
Cape Breton. The fact was that four-
fifths of the animals had gone into poss-
ession of the agricultural socictics, and
that the parties competing were not
wenlthy persons, but combiuations of
farmers who had acenmulated a fund for
the purpose of purchasing.  Private per-
sons would not have been disposed to give
the prices realized at the sales, as for
instance from $60 to S70 fur sheep.—
Those prices were unprecedented, and
convinced him that importations could he
made with very little loss.  The sheep
had averaged $30 each, while ten years
ago the average was S12. It should be
remembered that the central counties
were those in whicl agriculture was most
extensively carried on.  fu some of the
further counties difliculties had been ex-
perienced in orgauizing societies, and in
Guysboro' there was but one society with
forty members.  The horses would be
found valuablo for breeding purposes, but
it was intended to import another class
for farming purposes.

Dr. Hasivrox remarked that there
were 40,000 persons in the proviuce
engaged in agricultural pursuite, besides
Inhorers who would number about 10,000
more. The importance of the subjuct
was therefore exceedingly great.  Much
improvement had heen already effected,
although the Board had only been in ope-
ration for twe ) cars. having imported 50
sheep, 4 borses, ¢ mares, 6 bulls and 1
heifer.  {le thought the establishment of
a-t ek arm would be of great hencfit,
Stock had been imported at great expeuse.,
but they covld in this vy be preserved, |
and the breeds rewred fur persons who
would be desirous of making purchases,
-thereby supplying the animals-at far Iess I

Ran by the present mode.  [le recollect.
ed when the late Mr. Georgo R. Yourg
made iwportations years ago, aud on that
oceasion the agricnltural suciety of Corne
wallis purchnsed some of the aunimule,
and the advantages obtained wero still
pereeptible.  In reference to the Jonrnal
of Agriculture, he said the paver was
small and should be enlarged, as it wag
the means of disseminating useful infor-
mation. e commended very highly the
exertions of the seeretary of the board,
and expre.sed the hope that the agricul.
tural interests of the country would
stendily improve,
Hou. Arry. GaxeraL said he congra-
tulated the Board, the llouse and the
country, on the desire manifested to ad-
vance the interests of agriculture, which
were a part of the foundation of the coun-
try's prosperity. ‘The industrial pursuits
of the people of this Province were for-
merly but two, viz., agriculture and fish-
ing, but within the ’Tust few years the
pursnit of wining enterprise had been
added. According as the latter oxtended
the market for agricaltural products
would be improved. It was a matter of
great consequence that something like a
system shoull be pursned in reference to
the efforts to improve the stock. The
complaints which had arisen as to tho
distribution of the cattle sald, arose from
the small number of the importation, and
it would appear from the prices given
that the people did ‘not expect another
supply for the next ten years. To make
a permanent improvement, the establish-
ment of a stock farm would b necessary.
The freight and insurance of a horsc
amounted to about 30 guineas stg., and
the purchase itself would cost from 100
to 1000 guineas, but the cost of rearing
the animals would not be a quarter of
that expense, und with proper stabling
and care the obstacles sometimes encoun-
tered m making mmportations wonld be
obviated. It was well kitown that lorses
which were diseased in England were
much improved on arriving in a different
clunate.  In reference to the remarks
made respecting the utility of thorough-
bred horses for farming purposes, he
would say that the system adopted in
Sugland of raising thorough-bred horses,
would have to he adopted. and it had heen
found to produco excellent horses for s}}
purposes, from th  first cross. In Eng-
Jand they liad for general use harces of
that breed, and for beavy work they had
the dray horses,some weighing 2000 s,
if thonght desirable, this latter species
could be obtained. A proviueial stud
bovk could also be kept. so that any one
having & horse of a good hreed for sale
coult trace its pedigree for several gener-
ations.  In reference to the production of
woul, it would-be found that the differer re
between some animals as compared with
-others, was 200 percent., som¢ produing



