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Rules of Procedure :—

“Let all things be done decently and
in order,” was the injunction given by
the Apostle to his Corinthian converts ;
and that such decency and orderliness
is essential to the very existence of or-
ganized societies,. no matter of, what de-
seription, is almost too trite a remark
to be made. From the great pazlinmen-
tary bodies whichh govern our land,
down to the pettiest of clubs, all have
their constitutivns and their iuies of
procedure. We, as 2 body of students,
have always sought to encourage order-
Iy and systematic methods, and so our
college societies form no exception to the
above rule.

The by-laws laid down in the consti-
tutions of our several societies are as
clese an  imitation of parlinmentary
rules and principles as the cases will
allow ; and it certainly cannot be de-
nied that such a plan is attended with
net a few advantages. The method of
nominating  candidates for oflice and
voting 1y them Ly ballot gives, to the
societie’, themselves, an unmisiakable
business-like tone, and to all their indi-
vidual members, a chance of heaving
the honors and responsibilities of @«
scmi-public life.

But while such a method is attended
with a great number of advantages, we,
at the same time, cannot shut our cves
to the fact that its cmployment is apt
to hie accomy anied also with some of
the cevils of the prototype on which it is
formed : and onc of these, and by no
means the least objectionable. is the on-
gendering of o party  spivit. sueh a
spirit as ought not to exist in socicties
like our own.

We desire, however, not to be misun-
dcrstood here. We do not =ay that this
is the nccessary result of the introduc-

tion of parlinmentary methods, or that
parties are unmitigated evils, and that
we could get along withort them. We
are not disciples of Mr. Goldwin Smith,
nor do we believe in his doctrines, but
we firmly maintain that a sharp line
of distinction can be drawn, und ought
to be drawn, Letween parties and party-
ism. We believe that the one can exist
without the other. The rules of parlia-
mentiary procedure can be carried out
without the employment of any of its
“schemes ™ and ** dodges,” and the clee-
tion of candidates to the oflices of our
college socicties ought to be, and in the
great majority of instances are, so car-
ried on. What we would wish w0 sce,
however, is a spirit of more open-heart-
cd genevosity and goodwill in our ciee-
tions. We would remind our fellow-stu-
dents and ourselves, that there are
greater causes to be advocated and
more desirable ends 1o be atwnined than
those represented by our college socie-
ties. The unity and brotherhood of our
college are of far more importance fhan
all its socicties and all its organs ; and
c¢very student should see to it that no
rule of procedure shall in any way tend
to mar them. I parties and clections
tend in the slightest degree to sever the
strong bond of union which does exist,
and ought 10 exist, among us as college
studenty, we would say then away with
such methods, and away with such
rules ; and if the doing away with such
methods and rules means the dissolu-
tion of our socicties and organs. we do
not hesitate in saying, then away with
the socicties and away with the organs.

Adttending Prayer Meetings :—

Prayer meetings are not as well at
tended as they should be. What is the
cause, and what is the cure ? The chicf



