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garding the ages given as, very imîprobable. It is not kiiown
that any animal of any species lias ever lived to the age oi
Mvethuselahi witli bis nine lîundred& and sixty-nine years, or to
aiiything renîotely approaching it. So far as is sho-%vn by anthro-

pology or archaeology, no miaterial change lias takzen place in

mians structure sixîce his appearance on the eartli. The very
earlicst remnains bear the closest reseniblance to existing speci-

mens. It is truc thiat one primitive skeleton lias l)een fouind
iii France of rather unusual size, requiring us to suippose that

the mnan inust hiave beeni about seven feet igoli. But there is

notingi to prove that titis w~as the mile thien any more than

now. Even if it wcre, it would not accounit for thie extraor-

diiiarv. difference iii the duration of if e. The probabilities

are that the limiit of huinan existence lias alw.ays been v'ery

much what, it is now. A feNm. succeed in passitig the century

,mark, b ut thiey are very few, and the Iongest lives that caii be
autlienticated by any reasonably good evidence is less thian

hiaif thie verv shortest 1 ii the anitediluiviani list.
Tlîcologians and commnentators as a mile, have not taken tlic

difflculty preselite(l by thiese considerations very -seriously.

Thiey hav'e for the niost part îiinterpreted tic IBiblhcal statemients
iii a ptirely literali manner and have contented themselves mît!]

saying tlîat science is flot iii a position to (1isprovTe the St.flte-

mients inade rcgarding tlie ex-.traordiinary longevity of flie5e
aiitcdiltuvianis. They suppose that the physiological conditions

at that tinie man' have l)ecn far more favorable for long life-

than at any later period or tliat the vigor of the original para-
(lise state w~as oi gradually exliauste(l. ',Tlîe principles of

miodern )ivsiologyv," . avys one writer, "are not applicable in

stncl a case, for we are so entirely ignorant of thie condition

of nmankind iii an age s0 remnote, and a state of the world so

conmplete1y separate<I by an inîpassable, wva1 froni later ages,

that ,ve are not w'arranted to judge by present analogies."

Suici a inetlio( of (lcalingr %\itlh the niatter can liardly be
regarded, however, as satisfactor, save to thiose wh,,Io are ver,

anxious to be satisfied that the Biblical statements, as inter-
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