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Improucments.

OST of our ex-students are doubtless aware that the old Chemi-

cal Laboratory and contents were almost cntirely destroyed

by firc in the Spring of the present year.  The loss at the time was

quite a heavy one, and put professors and students, particularly those

taking special courses in that department, to a great deal of incon.

venience. A temporary laboratory was fitted up in the lower story of

the Agricultural building until a new Chemical Laboratory was
erected.

The fire that had destroyed theold Laboratory had hardly stopped
smouldering before the authorities in charge were clearing away the
wreckage in preparation for the erection of a larger and more modera
one. The Professor of this departmeut was sont to different parts of
Canada aud she United States to inspect the best buildings doing
work of this kind. I1e was more favorablyimpressed with sho Labora-
tory of Toronto University than any he Iad scen, aud consequontly
the O. A. C. building is modelled after it, only ou a somewhat smaller
scale.

The building, which is now almost completed. is crected on the
sitc of the old one. It is built of white brick; is three stories high;
and has a somewhat blocky appearance. It is not what would be
called a striking buil2ing, bat the impression of it is greatly heighten-
od after having inspected tho commodious interior.

To give a description in detail of the several rooms which make
upthe interior would necessitate much more space than is at our dis,
posal, and our ex-atudents may no doubt have an opportonity, rome
time in the near future, to sco it for themselves.

The second story contains three large rooms, with apparstus for
analytical work, aud sovoral émaller oncs for the Lolding of chemi.
<als, and balances. In the balance room is crected a brick pier which
stands {rom the ground through the first floor.  Upon this picr, about
threo feet from the floor, rests a Iarge stone slab, on <which the balaa-
ccs aro placed. [ There is, therefore, no ; sring of the Lalances in any
way, and more accurate resulif can be obtaiaed.  The room in the
cast end is for station work ; the onc in the north side where the cld
class roomn used to be, is for analytical work for the sesond and third
¥ears; the room in the weet eud is fur the third year specialists in
chemistry.

The third story contains the clase.zoom. offizers’, aud  chermenl
store rooms ;—all fitted in the most medern style.

Onc of the striking features of the building is the marner in
which the fumes aro removed froin the several rooms.  An eleetric
fan is constructed in tho basement, driven from a dynamo placed in
the engine room of the main building. Wires are stretched from one
building to the other, and thusample pr~eris supplied for driving
the fan and Lighting all parts of the building. A draft is placed in
front of where cach studont works, and the fumics are iostantly
sucked down tubes which lead tathe fan.  The air of the buildieg
will thereforo bo pure at all times daring work, and all danger from
irritsting gascs is thus avoided.

In conclusion we may say that the buildieg is a credit to the in-
stitution, and reflect -rreat credit on the aathorities who have had a

hund iv its crection. It is recognized aa the beat agricultural chemi.
cal labratory on the continent at the present timo. ‘The professors in
chargo are men of ability, aud the people of this country may look
forward to some good work being done in agricultural chemical analy-
siy. ‘This station has done important work in the past,aithough ham.
pered by lack of room and necessary apparatus. A new era of thiugs
has dawned, and the outlook is now everything that could be ex'
pected.

Our ex-students were informed last sumnmer,thirough the columns
of tho “Review," that the College authorities had drilled $wo wells to
supply the institution with water. Sincc that tinc a putnping appar-
atus bas been put into both wells and a new engine placed in the south
Some trouble was ot
firgt experienced in getting the machinery to work satisfactorily,but at
Tho city supply
is now shut off.and the College in the future will have its own system

end of the engine room to work the pumps.
the present time the system is operating very well.

of whterworks for supplying water for irrigation purposcs, aund
for fire protection. At prescut there is no reserve supply in case of
fice, atthough the authoritics have the privilege of using the city
It is
proposed to eacvate for this purpose in the plot directly in front of

wator ¢n such occasions until such time as a rosss™ir is made.

the chemical laboratory.  This reservoir will be ceinented,and a large
The {oundation
has been surveyed, but as yet little has been doae, and it canuot be
completed until sometime next summer.  The College will then bave
a complete outfit for all purposes, and no doubt this will lead to a fir
brigade being formed among the studcat body.

amount of wrater stored thie for use in case of firn.
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Annual Plowing Mzich.

The annual plowing match was held during the first week of the
prescot month.  The work Zonce was, oo the whole, gocd, aud was
favorably commented upon by the judges, Mr. Wm. Sqairrel, of the
College, and Mr. Tolton, the well-known implement manufacturer of
Guelph.  Over thirty entries were made, and the results were as fl-
lowa s 15t P. Scott, Lambton ; 2ud, W. J. Elljvtt, Huron; 3nd, C. A.
Morrison, Ontario; dth, H. P. Westgate, Lambton ; 5th, J. McMillan.
York ; 6th, A. NMcPhadden, Glengarry ; 7th,G. 1L Murdock, Victoria;
sth, D. Ross, Glengarry; 9th, W. J. Price, Duffering 10th, W. T.
Lucas, Northumberland,

Third Year Specialists.

The specialists in the third yoar are diviled ~nmewhat as lae
year, especially the apricolturists or chacse-puddlers.” Armanged in
order of »nmbers, they arc as below :

Biology—J. C. Macdonald.

Chiemistry—1\V. P. Gamble and J. A. Canuingham.

Horticulture, Botany and Entomology—T. C. Bell and P. W,
Hodgetts.

Agriculture—¥. A. Parker, G. S. Beory,J. R. Oastler, L. H. Cavg,
C. H. Rogers, H. Hutton.
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