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Notes on the
Agriculture of Northern France.

By CA"Tr S ( I FEEiioUN. NI C'Any ('anadian farnier-soîdier w]
tralnedj In England will

fairly well acqusnted with the sgt
cultural aspect ()f the southeastet
Cflhllties where the depots, hospita
attd convalescent camps used to b
Kent, Stussex, Surrey, Est Haut
as well as that spot for leave bei
weeti seasons, Cornwall. with il
lileasant eliniate. If he followethe fortunes of "The Corps" on th
other aide of the English Chantne
took his share o! hospItal. reat
canîlu training behind the lines
lorr 'v "Joy-rides," French leave. anitactes! niovenients up aud down th
fronît, he will kuow aoniething o
the agricultural aspect o! Brittany
Nortîîandy. Picardy, Flatîders, and
îîîîsilly Champagne. Severpi o0ail, of these provitnces of Northern
Frrance h' ve been fanmiliar coutntry
to a nutuber of young Canadian
farniers during the war. Cliniate,
soils. and, spart froni the iîfediste
effects of war, basic agricultural
conditions gel, rally are fairly com-
parable to the south o! Englsnd.
The vineclad alopes of Champagne
are not the ciiitured counterpart o!the Kentisi, hoplands, but Kent,
Sussex, or Cornwall reproduce
thenîselves to a certain extent In
the de.,artmnent8 nearer the sea.

The ffouth of England smali-
holder la nîuch talked about on pap-
er, but less In evîdence on the land.
On arable land, truck-gardening,
with hie Pige and bis pony, or on a
few acres of Meadiow, with b', hlck-
ens, a cow. and maybe a donlcey, he

ho shows up1 econspicOîîslY In a settilig
be of large holdings. Conipareil wlth
'1- tileir neighbours acros'. àe ('hall-
ru liel. sinalI-holders arc 'ot a chara-
la, teristic or Enlglish rural econo'tiy.
e. It is a ('oilftr y that features an ces-
s, frai estates, large holdings. thatt- reqitire the atimetit fetidal land tell-
ts lire to acci)ilnt for tIieir origiti. atidd a sa.vaien, of latidlorîiisni, ai the root
e oif niany social aîîd ecouittuule trotub-
1, les Of the liresent Mîomnit. reqîtir-
- ing a Peopule who have been nioat
t, conrervative an(] stable to apdio-
dgise for Its existene'.

e Szîîiall-holiîugs are cited as the
f leaditîg feature of French rutral

*eColoni encoorageul by their laws
Iof lutheritauce. deterniinatîon atîdr beitîg deternilieul iy the course of
iFretnch agriculîture.

The writer was billeted one night
last October iii the houlie of the nman-
ager of a large pottery factorv in
a village west of Valencienuies, ln-quiry as to the liassenger service 1 nthe dlistrict tha1 w<îuld warrant thertural electric car service which had
existed 21icited Botule interesting ln-formastioni of the ulnuerous city and
towtî fsctory workers and local Min-
ers who had rural hontes on anîîll
holdings. Soule statistics canme (lut
during the evening's discussion, andthe writer flnds the following In hisnotebook. the excellence of the
evening hospltality le Our Onlyapology for a slight mathematîcal
dlaerepancy ln the approximations.

.Just prevlous to the war France
estlmated her land-holdings o! ail


