
THnE 0. A. C. RiEviEw.

Zbe Itracttca Value of Eeautfefing
-Countrm 1bomes.

Much bas been written and said
about the itnprovcment of rural
homes, and, since the importanee of
the subjcct cannot be too higbly
emphasized, it may flot be amis. to,
offer a few suggestions upon the sulb-
ject to the readers of the "'Review"
In our remarks we shall say verv littie
rtgardimg the methods oii improve-
ment, but rather, wt saat consider a
few of the more Prominent reasons for
improving, and aiso, the effec-ts ofsuch
upo tht 'welfare of our country and
its people.

Tht owner of a home in thetcountrv
may makt that home a tbing of
beauty and a source ofjov to himmeif
and other by using to advantag. the
gifts of nature that are within bis
reach. Tht condition of thingu within
the home may flot be as bright as
might be desired, but sncb may be
materialiy nimproved by beautifving
the outward aspect. Moreover, tht
occupants of sucb a home will soon
learn to eogiethe harmony of
their envirouments, and in a short
time will endeavor to reconcile the
inward duscord with the outward
harmony.

MUani- farmers realize the possible
pleasure and pride that beautiful sur-
roundings will aBford them, but when
contemplating tht required improve-
nments they make a moutain out of
a mole bul, and consequently their
ideas seldom maeils. Theyshould
flot allow the slight expense and the
extra work to intetifez wîth their de-
sire to, improve, because wben tht>
look the matter &ui in the fuoe, so to
%Peak, the> Winl covin themueae

that these obstacles are flot quite so
formidable as atfirstsupposed. They
should make a start at least. Tht
first tbing to do is to clear away the
uselessand unsigbtlv stont piles, fence
poles and othtr debris-the accumula-tion of years-tbat is usually to be
sSe about the farmer's dooryard.

Tht aphorism, ' a thing well begun
is haîf dont," appliesjust as forcibly
to, rural improvement as it dots to
any other pursuit of life. Besides
this, if tht improvement is well begun
it will incite the improver to further
action. Tht famîly, touchtd by the
appreciation of what bas already been
doue. i inspred with a desire to con-
tinue the good work. Thty will eni-
deavor to, make aIl portions of their
home correspond to that initial por-
tion wbich required in its commence-
ment so mucb wiil power.

The influences of rural improvenient
are nuuntrous and important. Tht
sligbt and inexpensive adornments,
which mav be added to mûte tht
home beautiful, teacb us most forcibly
the influence ofhbeauty upon life and
character. Among tht many factors
of ornamentation, tht flowtr gardei
exercises the moot influence upon the
decvelopunent of our bigbtr nature.
Their refiming influence is higbly con-
ducive to moral elevation. Thty
awaken our perceptUZ ive fatculties and
enable us to appreciatze more keenly
the beauties of nature. They are our
lfflon companions if we chocse to
cuivate their acquaintans. Thev
influence us in many ways, uncon-
sciouslv so, perhaps, yet we cannot
ignore them, ad we cannot, fmi! to &p-

prcaetheir value. Men admire
hewomen love them, sud children

adore them. Rence, we sct their
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