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PLEASANT HOURS.

1T Can't.
if anything-suo asked of-T M
He-niways-said, [eant™
And one fine day, there came-to h'n
A-present from his aunt

It was a-parrot, gatly ¢1ad
In-white-and-red and_gresn

Tom sald wo-fine a-bird aa his
Had-nover-yet _been seen

e bought-a cage, o splendid.rage,
And-placed-the -bird_within

He-tried to make his parrot-talk,
But_not_a-word could w'in

Al pulky therezthe bird-did ah
A week_passed by ‘und wore

But-not-a-eingle-word he sald
0f.all_be learncd-hofore

4 0b, Polly, speak !” cried-Tom-one-day,
His boon=thr bird-dld_grant:

And opening-wide his mouth he erted,
“J-eap't’?t I ean't! Iean't'l”
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!
| unmoused  A:short time afterwards she

{ was mso called away and-sho died-ns !

ised  The awakenlng from-the
fethargy of-a ul was upon the
-other shore. There are-those- who qelt
_their precious suuls fur even lers  “How
siands-tho-mait 1 with-your own soul *
_Ja-it-safo-1n the guud fold of ‘n Savlour's
Jove,-or-aro-you-bartering_1t_for bubbles
upon time’s ocean-”  “ What shall It
profit it you gain tho wholo -world-and
lose- your own -soul 7"

| el pag-
frighiful

THE STAR-THAT SHONE-ABOVE
THE-TRBES,
A-buy s-volo in Grandmuiher Remick s
Kitchen was piping up cleas and-strung,
and these were the-words spoken-,

“ \Vhon) ma'rahnuud on tho nightly plain—
ch—"

1 forgot,_grandmother.” ~

Grandmother Remick looked “up, and
“her dark ecyes shone behind her-spec-
-tacles. ‘You'ti “need, Joseph, to say
-that by yourself- again  You-study -t
some mure. -If youre-golng to speak.it
to-night you want to kuow ft_by heart,
“Thero will-be a-geod many.in-the school-
housd to hear you" "

Joseph went-out into-the back- entry;
-and grandmother could hear the svund-
of his volce and-tho soft (hud of his

- |-footsteps-as_he-walked back and-forth.

* Ive -got it now, grandmuther, he
- soon -exclaimed, -bursting Intu-the room
_He stood-up once moro and sald, without
-liesitation-.

* When marshalled-on-the nightly-plain,

The-glittering host bestrews the sky,
One star-alone of all-tho train

Can_fix-the sinner’s wandering eye®

Then he sald the other stanzas-of this.
“familiar hymn o
Joseph was- consider~d to be a very
_good-* gpeaker *-and-when Grandmother
“Remick ot the close snld, “Very -well.
done,” -ghe felt -sbe did not flatter -him.
_Then_she-added this, ** You-repeat just

-{"1ike-Nathan “Brooks.”

*“Who is-he *”

*Oh, a.boy here-once, but-lic has been
-gone -twenty years Only his-mother
lett: on -the -Brooks place. You know

The school-house was crowded “the
_night of-the Sunday-school coneert For
“1ack-of n church-people at “ thie Corners™

in force to hear the young folks
_“When Joseph-had finished his
“Grandmother Remick. nodded ki

ece,”
“ead

A JAPANESE SERVICE.

Boys-and girls-sometimes complain-of
having-to keep-quiot-in-church-through
a-long- service. would. do
them good -to-Do-obliged 1o -take -part,

-|-present.

The next speaker was & man He
ade some-remarks -He sald he-was a |
stranger probably_ to -almost- every one
-He urged "the young people
startipg now to-make their_1ives_just-as

-good 1 possible ~ _
“Have a-high aim-and stick to-it”
-were his closing-words

again nodded- her _head

Just_once, in-such a-. servico as
is-described below.  ~

iz one of the-great temples-of-Japan-
the devotion-of the worshippers consists
in running_around- tho-sacred -building
ano hundred times and dropping a plece
uf wood into_a box-at each round,-when,
the wearisomo exertion belng-ended, -the
worshipper -goes -hume tired- and v
“lappy-at the:thought of -having-done bis
god such-a-worthy-service.

THE PRICE OF-A S0UL.

A gay_young lady wag deeply impregsed
with-a-seaso of-her sinfulness, and found
nu pesco day or-night  Acbrother -who
bad- always shared with her in worldly
amusemonts was troubled atd annoyed at
her-present state_of-mind ~ -Ho trled-all
the shafts of rtdicule and sarcasm to turn
her mind away from the solemn interests
of cternity . But still-the-confliet- went
on  She would pot yleld to hig per-
suasions, and-she-felt-that she could ot
set declde wholly for tho Lord At last
tier brother -satd: “Ellen 1f you will
give this.nonsenso up as  ho Yourselt
again-I-will give you-five- sands” It
seemed:a paltry prico to-seila sout but
the sister_heslitated, and even to-parley.
with_such a temptation -was-to glve-the
enemy infinite advantage. No doubdt she’
consldered that sha could take the money.
and dismias tho subject for this time, Te-
suming It agaln whenever sho -chose,
She took tho-five pounds and-her destiny.
wag_sealed.  Outwandly she was little
changed  Sho did:-not-scoff at-Teliglon
-nor- opposa it in -otlere, but- her-heart
was'as insensible to its Influences as.tho’
Lardest rock.  Nor-did anythlug-make
an impression -on- it afterwards: She
saw that -beloved -brothor-lio- upon- bis
dying bed, and-heard his agonlilug. en-
treaties- that-she -would-turn -from- that
fearfal to-which he had:led her
footatape;-but she heard ‘hlm pactectly

nd very ! D

-approvingly  “-His volce sounds nat'ral,
“put-Ican't just-seem_to_place-him," she
-told herself. o _
After the-service the people-scartered
_promptly Grandmother _Remick was
‘taken home in_a-neighbour's-team

“¥Il_go across the flelds,” Joseph pro-

0sed

“1t-was-a- dark-night but Joseph-was
-used to-going-alone in the dark -

" Harkt -

What did he hear.? -

A volce came-trom-a-tall-form rising
up in_the shadows Can-you-tell me
_the way over_to the * Foro Road ? You
could-onee go across_the -fletds. but I
_have not travelled that way for many-
years, ‘The trees.may be grown up, and
might bother me™ = B o

“0h, I know-the vav" sald Joszph,
complacently: L'l shew yon ™

Jozeph trudged through tho flelds: the
stranger following closoly

“I'sco you push ahead as if_you knew-
-tho_way. and _as far as 1 can see any-
thing-this- must "be- the old way,” sald
Joseph’s companion. o

Soon he exelalmed +* Those trees don't
look patural” Thelr shadowy ~forms
loomed up.before bim T

“Qb,-that {s:a young_growth-of pines.-|
But_look . - o

“'Where 7"

“Right over the tops of -tho trees!
Don't 'you see-that bright star 1 T
“ Certalnly » o

at will-bring_us out on tho ‘ Fore

ndesd ' That !s quite an 1dea.”
“[ve noticed- that this-past month,
and_last_year-it was just-the same.”
The silence that followed was- soon.
broken by o voice ol’f{:e stranger,
¢ “1 hoa:

to-

ing- , 1 hes n
JIght that tmpressed me a good deal~—'
= At ‘ts ¥ ~
* Something 1-Uked. When we

“through -the-traes, and-are-out on-th

-used_ the -schoo! liouse, and™ they -raltied {~

1  Fare Road, I will repeat It to you."
The jonrney through the young growth
I_nf_pines wasuot a lengthy -one. \When
“the man anl Joseph were out in the
i+ Fore Rond " they halted.

b s There ™ salnl—.!a:evh‘s:companlon. "1
) geo where 1-am now _ That-house-I-can
fust-make out 1s:old Mrs Remick's—"

| *'ghe 1. my-grandmother.”

“1a she ? That’s lnteresting.
you-ted “her-I am-Nathan_Brooks,_and.
am golng to sco my old mother. ~And

_now,-thanking.you ever_go-much, -let me
_teli-you what the star makes me thiak of:
-I.mean your-verso :

¢ “\When -marshallid- on the nightly
platn.' "

Well;

“ Ho-good and-follow-that star.” E
When Joseph reached home he toid his
grandmother about the stracger. |
=« Indeed ™ she ecxclaimed. 1 might
“have known that. 1 thought-he looked’
“nat’ral”

Grandmother talked away, but-Joseph
wag-sllent. Heo-seemed to-be-absorbed
-in-his thoughts.

she asked at-last.
‘  jeml—was thinking of this. He’
-Nathan Brooks, -told- about -being-good;
and-when bo left mo, said, * Bo_good '—
you know—-and follow:that star.’”
Grandmother-had a-soft,-loving_hand,
_She latd_1t on Joseph's curly head. She
-had,-too, n-very plcasant-voice.
« Joseph,” she gald, *-there-1s ono.who
| helps us to-be good; the Saviour, born-at
Bethlchem. -He 18-the-Star to follow.
You look to-night; tell him all thatis in
-your-heart; ask- him to-forglve you, re-
eive you, and make you his child. = Do
it-to-night. Now 18 tho best.time.”
Soberly, thoughttully, Joseph- went up-
_atairs to-his-little room-under the roof,”

He looked -out
** Thero:1s
“ It-1s- still

mogher- Remick’s_house.
-ot-the window near his bed,
tho star,” be murmured:

-shiping. I'll pray now.”
Then ho kneit by his-bed. It was’
very still-there under-the roof. A boy

-was looking to the- Saviour, boro -at
_Bethlehem, and-he gave himself away.

When he arose-from his knces the star’
was still-shining,—The Presbyterian.

THE TURN OF A HOSE.
“BY EMMA G DOWD. .
‘Mr Randolph_advertised-for-an office

boy,
presented themselves. _

Tho_senlor partner-of -the firm of Ran--
doiph & Co. was a shrewd business man,-
_neat and_orderly, honest and-honourable
in -all -his wpys—a- thorough- genfleman”
-to-the core. - So-when he cast his-eyes
—over -a:boy,-and noted dusty shoes, or
-finger-nalls- that -bore traces-of yester-
_day’s-work-and -play, -he dismissed -him-
-with--few words. ~Those- who -returned
_fiippant answers to-hls serlous_questions
were- passed- by without ceremony, “and
there was no appeal -from-his first-de-
-cision, L i

It -happened, therefore, that only five
_of_the seventeen left their addresses with-|
-Mr Randolph. -Of these five one-stood-

¢ r's

out in the aufact
mind. This was-Lynde-Otis, a:neatly-
dressed, handsome-1ad, with 2n alert and
-plessant_manner.

* What-aro-you thinking-of, Josoph ?” |

and poxt ‘the big chimney, in- Grand-|

chuckled -ns -Iadles and-children -pleked-

thelr-way over tho wet flagging -
Mr Randolph’s face .was grave and re-

_grettul, then he took -the letter he-had

just written, and_dellberately- tearing it

Ln ksz,,grqwreg tha-pleces into-the. waste
ke

His

Another boy came up-the street.

| name was also-on"Mr Randolph's Jist of

“five, The gentleman recognized himn-in-
“differently Boys had slight-interest for
him-just now. - o
3 Dut Thomas- Gage's manner - arrested
“is attentlon. Hu stopped -at>the wet
place on-tho sldewalk, and In a-moment
-appeared to_have taken in_the sltuation,
_for, lifting tho end_of_tho hose, he care-
-tully 1ald-It back on the:lawn.
_Mr -Randolph "bent forward to scru-
tinize -the lad- as ho -procceded- up -the
-street.  Then- ho “turned” to his ‘note-
book. Agatnst Thomas (age's name he
-had- written : “ Tidy, respectful, but un-
attractive.” - N

After-a little thought, the senlor part-
-ner wrote another letter, and it was-ad-
dressed-to-Master Thomas Gage.

The next _mornipg -the lad who _had
“turned-the stream-of water from side-
-walk-to lawn presented himsolf-the-sec-
_ond time at Mr, Randolph's office, and
-he entered upon.-his dutles in a way that
pleased_both-his employer_and his fellow
workmen.” ~ © T " 7 ° i

From-oflice-boy -to- book-keeper, -from
-book-keeper to confidential-clerk, -and
trom confldential-clerk-to-junlor-pattner
of-the company, were-the promotions
-that marked the career of Thomas Gage;
-but {t -was-many years-before he knew
that the turn of a hose had had anything
to do-with securing for him the position
which had led to-competence and honour

A PARABLE.

_Ono-night a-man took-a-little taper
out of a drawer and lighted it, and be-
gan to ascend a long winding stair
=* Where are-you golng,” saldthe taper.
« Away “high up,” sald the man; “higher
-than the -top of the house where -we

“} sleep.”

“And- what are you going -to -do
-there-?"* sald the taper. -
_ “I-am-golng to show-the ships out.at
sea where-the harbour 1s,” sald the man.

| * For-we_stand_here at the entrance to

“the-harbour, and somo_ghips-far-out on

-the stormy gea may be looking-out for

_light-even-now.” - L B

_ “Alas! no- ship could- ever -ge0 my

Hsht,”,nallq; the- little “taper, “it is s0
2]

sm! -

“I¢-your light is small,” sald-the-man,
“ keep- it _burning_bright;_ and-leave tho
rest to me.” o B

“Well, when_the man got-up.to the.top
of the lighthouse,” for -this was-a light-
house- they-were in, he:took ~the-little
“taper and with it lighted the great lamps
that stood ready, there with their polished
reflectors behind them. o

You-who. think your-iittle light_ot so
“small ‘account,’can you not’see-what God-
-may-do-with it ?  Shine—and’leave the
_rest-to- him.—The- Wellspring.

A ORUEL OAPTAIN:
It would not occur.to many. people that
-a voyage In one of the swan-boata “which

The- longer -Mr. Randolph-thought-of
_him the | grow-his

_to give him a trial, and"the.testimony-of
a prominent tradesman-that the boy was
one of the smartest In town added
-welght-to his decislon.” .
_So~a. letfer-to-Lyndo-Otls was-penned

“garden, o . B
The gentleman wheefed-about_in his
chalr; and-was about-to take up.a nows-

who were_passing-the house.” One was
Lynde Otls, and _the face of the manu-
-fac.urer:lighted up pleasantly.
_* A bright-looking boy.!"-he murmured,
-as he noted the laughing faco -that
caanced to-turn-his way. _ N
Patrick, Mr. Randolph's.man, had left
the garden-hose stretched, spake-like,-
~across_the.lawn, and from the open end
was- {ssulog & _tloy stresm of water,
-This was- Patrick’s ‘way of keeping.the
-grass fresh. N -

-looker in the tower room,-as ho saw.his
fature office -boy step-over _the stone
coping-that marked-the boundary-of the
{awn, and H{t the end of tho hose.

-But, no, the quencalng of thirst. was.
not -thio -aim of -Master Otls.” With a
-quick movement he turned the pipe-and
-pulled it -over the coping, so-that-the
- siream .- of -water -would - flow *across -the
-sldewalk. Then-he:ran:to overtake his’
companlon who had- by-and stood

alting for Mm a little ahead: The lad’
anced back to survey his' work, and

-|:seven
“

-and_sealed, and-lay on Mr. Randolph’s ||
desk-in his.little-home-office—tho tower

room’that overlooked his wide lawn and |-

_paper when-his eye-rested on two -boys |~

~« He's aftera drink ! thought the on- |

safi-the_little pond:-in the:public garden
_ot s 'New England city could be:attended
With horrors; but.that jdea- was -firmly
fixed-{n-the mind-of-a small-malden-of
years. o
‘Would-you like-a rlde in one of-the
ts, -Marforle 7 asked -the little
aunt, -as -they.-crossed -the ‘bridge
-over_the pond one day o
- “No, _indeed !” sald- Marjorle,
sudden shrinking. I couldn't™b
seo-them throw-the bables-.
-~ “The man says that’s’what"

with
ear-to

s be_does "
-ghe with rising {
“her aunt-looked much perplexed. “Hear
“him—he's saylig it now I" . B
Her ‘aunt-listened: and.of a truth, the
_man's statement, viewed from Marjorie’s
-standpoint, wes-far from redssuring.
_“Take 2 ride-in the swan-boat !’ he
_called,”loudly, from the landing. “Grown
-folks, ten ‘cents; children, five!” ~ And
_then, with a-deceptive smile, be-added -
*Bables -thrown-in1” T

‘Bennle- had -spoken . aloud- fn- church;
‘and; to mamma’s cautlon against-doing
“it.again,” hé exclalmed, “But mamma,
. when-my. mouth’s so full ot talk, I'can't
-help it’s:leaking some!” ~

weromiiy,” sald the teacher.to a-pupll
“In the Juvenllo-class, “ whatls syntax?”
‘1 guess it must be tha task on.whiskey,”
replied Tommy. And the teacher thought-

be was entitied to s -credit-of<100 .pes
-cent. " Tl -




