
10 THE TRUE KNIGHT

Colonel James Is a Past Chancellor of Loyal
Lodge, No. 384, of M~t. Pleasant. He Is a regu-
lar attendant at the Grand Lodge services each
year. At the last services he was appointed a
member of the comlttee on Founder Rath-
bone's grave. A fine monument Is to be erected
at the grave of the founder of the Order, in
Utica next summer, %' len a grand display of
Pythianism wlll be made.

Colonel James was particularly identlfied
with the birtli of the Order of Kniglits of Pyth-
las, and may justly be styled the Damon of the
Order, îvhie Justus H-. Rathbone, its founder,
takes the place of Pythias. Thirty-five years
ago, a few cierks of the War Dé%nartment united
in forming a dmamatie club, of whichi Justus H.
Rathbone was made president. It w-as not a
very successful affair, as it proved difficult to
bring the few members, of which it wvas com-
posed, together on the evenings appointed for
asseanbling.

On the evening agreed upon for the reading
of the play of Damon and Pythias, only three
persons were present. These were Justus H.
Rathbone, Samuel R. James, and one other.
The play -as read, Rathbone takirg the part
of Pythias, Col. James that of Damon, and di-
viding the other characters among the three.
Mr. Rathbone is dead, so that Col. James, as
Pamon, is the survivor of the two friends, -%vho
were instrumental in establishing a beneficiary
order, %which lias become the third most import-
ant order of its kind in the world, which really
had its origin on the evening that the play ivas
read.

Grand Lodge Recognition.-The following is
a copy of some proceedings of the Grand
Lodge of the State of New York referring to
tilis matter, and as it contains Col. James' ac-
count of the affair, it is here quoted.

On motion, the report of the special commit-
tee on the case of Bro. James, of Schenectady,
,,as adopted and ordered to be placed in the
Journal, as follows:

Utica, N. Y., July 29th, 1S97.
To the Grand Lodge, Knights of Pythias, State

of New York:
Your committee, to whom was referred the

memnorialislng of the part taken by Past Chan-
cellor Samuel R. James, of Loyal Lodge, No.
3S4, a member of this body, in giving encourage-

ment and support to the founder of our Order,
Justus H. Rathbone, In the preparation of the
original ritual and the establishment of this
grand fraternlty, %vould most respectfuliy sub-
mit the followlng statement as a portion of its
report.

"In the winter of '63, iilst located at Wash-
ington, and then connected with the Quarter-
master General's office, some seven or elght
mnen, officiais in the various departments, met
together in a room at the corner o! Nlnth and
E. streets, I think, to form a little society for
dramatic reading. Among those was Justus H.
Rathbone. I remember ive elected hlm presi-
dent. Rathbone and I liad been intimate friends
for a long time. He lield an Important position
in the war department. I remember distlnctly
the niglit we met for a social time, the particu-
lar reading for that night being the historic
story of Damon and Pythias. The recital o! the
story affected Rathbone so mucth tliat lie re-
read the play before leaving his seat. Silence
reigned in our litie assemblage, and one by one
our members lef t until but three o! us re-
mained-Rathbone, myself, and a, companion
named George Richards. I can picture now,
that room.

"There -%as Rathbone sitting at a long liter-
ary table and I sitting at lis right, Richards
being at the extreme end on the oposite side.
I perceived that Rathbone -%as very deeply in-
terested in the story o! Pythias' love for Danion,
for lie turned to me and remarked what a niag-
nificent foundation for a benevolent society. I
quite agreed with hlm, and w-e discussed, the
question for some time. A-% few days a!terward
Ratlibone lianded me a draft of a Pythian
ritual, %vith the request that I go over and ex-
pres nîy opinion. I thouglit the sclieme a very
ingenious one, neither of us ever dreaming that
it would take root, and some day becomne so fax-
reaching in its effect, for in those days our
mlnds were absorbed with deep interest in bat.-
tIcs taking place almost at the very gates of
our city-yet what success it lias since achieved
ail Pythians are, o! course, acquainted.

-'Slortly after Rathbone and I went over tlie
rougli draft togetiier. I was ordered by the de-
partment to report at New York, and in conse-
quence I was not present at the formation o!
the flrst lodge, in April, '64, and is Is the rea-
son wliy I did not identify mysel! with the Or-
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