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I)lays in an admirable tuanner the ciesires
and cravings of the por. With iuch
pathos and sublimity ho pictures to us
the excesses of youth aud the bitter re-
grets tbereby entaiied upion old age. But
wbat specific does be give for thre miady?
Wbat is tu be muan's guiding-star in the
pursuit of bappiness ? Here is the weak
point. T'ruc, be insinuates that nman
sbouid turn to God alone for bappiness,
but be only insinuates it. Had lie flot
mereiy insinuated---had be insisted that
virtue is even in this life the only source
of happines, bis work as a moral tableau
wouid bave been 1)erfect,

As a picture of buman character, more-
over, the tile is a failure. Th'e chief
actors, Rasselas and bis sister, are repre-
sented as absoiuteiy j)crfect. Tbey are
flot oniy free from ail cvil inclinations,
but also seciu unable to conceive how
other iess fortuntate beings may wander
from the path of rectitude. As compared
with real life nothing could be more faise.
Zlurnaniim esl errani is a stubborn fact
borne out by daily experience. Johnson's
delineation of Rasselas and bis sister,
then, is to be censured as teaching that
virtue is inborn ratber than acquired and
as tending, in consequence, to discourage
ail] efforts for the eradication of cvii and
the perfection of good in human nature.

Another fault is the pessimistic view
wbicb the author takes of life. Witb the
exception o>f Rasselas and bis sister, he
represents ail men as being either rascals
or lunaties. He affirms that ail our bopes
and endeavors in this life are doomed to
disappointinent. He seems to insinuate
that men are piaced on earth merely to
drag out a miserabie existence Herein
lies Jobnsoni's greatest fauit. Such views
tend to enervate tbe strong and to plunge
the weak into the siough of dispondency.
How different the truc Christian picture
of life wbere we sec mnan, weak indeed,
often iapsing into error or sin, but ever
protected and assisted by Providence, and
if persevering, finaliy attaining a foretaste

of the eternal Jicace awaiting himi irn the
land beyond the tomb! Had Johnson
thus portrayed bis characters, had he flot
only made themn man and wornan con-
vinced of the bollowness of worldly plea-
sure, but set thein forth as entering the
path of virtuc and finding new joy at every
step;- had he flot stopped at the material,
but looked beyond into the bright land ot
the spiritual, bis sketch of life wouid have
heen harmonlous and comipiete. As it is,
it shows but one side, and that the darkest.
of existence. Indireciiy, indeed, the other
is presentedc, but we would prefer to have
tbe former less bigbiy coiored and the
latter more clearly broughit out.

Met, the circumstances in wbici flie
talc waýs written rnay be adduced iii

extenuiation of jolinson's dismai views of
Si fe. Lt was the work of one week, the
object being tu defray tbe expenses of bis
mother's funeral. Thbe depression of
spirits caused by ber death would natur-
aiiy 1)e reflected in any work in which be
wvas then engaged, epecialiy wben tbe
subject was of a nature to casily lend
itself to such representation, as is the case
with Rasselas. Considering this, we are
inclined rather to admire the energy of
the man wbo, Linder such circumstances,
accomplished sucb a work than to cavil
at the manner in wbich it is executed.
His main deficiency is that he bas not
dwelt with sufficient ernpbasis upon the
manner of acquiring bappiness, thougb.
as already stated, lie indicates it indirectly.
Met is bis work great. I-is object wvas to
show tliat man cannot find rest in mate-
rial tbings, and, thougb the picture be
somiewbat overdrawn, be bas Weil fuiflled
bis prpose.

To the tboughtless reader Rasselas will
have but littie to recommend it except a
few cbarming descriptions, but to tbe
philosophical mind it will be of the
greatest interest as contaîning a mnasterlY
enuinciation of the problim of lite.
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