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stop me, Ito.pe, I'vc more to say. WelI,
here's the eshop wvanting bauds, and liere's
Faith, a slip of? a gi tbat necds good air,
and Ilope. and yot UT) to aniythiiugý you
ehoose to iiidertike-anid the long and short
of it is, I ask you, Jonab l[aliivelI, to corne

and take up my work and live with me, and
there-I'd better have it out at once-the
business and my savings shial ail ho yours
when 1 go. Its a good offer; don't bc in a
hurry tesay nay. There's the shiop-bell-Il
go; you think over my words.'

(To b~c cxz!inucd.)
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R~IESH and %igorous was the
I~' Christianity of the days of wvhii

1l am going tu speak. Fervent
was the faith of its professors,

pure and simple their lives. The world
wae dark, and corrupt enotii, but. iLs dark-
nes-, only berved te, thirow into relief the
brî-yltnebsý of the truc Light.

1 have to tell of the bi-avest of Christian
hieroes tbat have livcd in the past-nen and
Nvoxen wlio, by their patience aud their
beroixn, have shown wha God's grace can
makze of our poor frail, fallen hx.. ~

If wve may but learu te love dwxn the
more, and, loving, strive tA i Sitate tlà -m-if
we may huit corne tO t'hink of themn in their
Ioncly uphll lives, and then ourselves thank,
God aud take courage, the purpose of the.-e
sztorieS %vill 1ho flilfilled.

It was ca-rly in the second century that
two of the cluief followers of the Apostles
lived and worked-Ignatius, Bishop of
Antioch, ind I'olycarp, ]3isliop of Smyrna.
The spirit of their timneà %vas far different
fron that of ours. Christianity had net yet
mnade its mark upon the world. Fiaith iii
the old lieathien gods had long been fading
away, and nothing as yct hiad taken its place.
Eveiyivhere- men were asking in despair,

The prevailing nbeJief had wrouglit. its
usual havoc. Darkness covered the earth,
and gross darkness the people. The whole
head of human society was sick, and the
whole lueart faint. Ail the horrible sins
referred to by S. Paul iu his lst. ehapter to

the :Romans were stalking abroad in the
world uncluecked, uncondemned. Alas!1 it
is fearful to tell. Ohidren were frequently
put to death by their own mothers. Slaves
ivere sometimes xnassacred by hundreds for
not preventincy tha-ir master's murder. They
%vere beaten , tortured, crucified at the will
of the man who bought thern. To witness
the barbarous figlits in the ampliithcatre,
Roman ladies miglit bc scen eagerly throng-
ing with their lausbands and children. The
governors of distane provinces set at nought
ail principles of juitice, and plundered from.
those committed to their care. c'Everyoue
for himself ' had becomt. the only prineiple,
the world recognised. 'Everyoefrhm
zelf!' is ever the cry of those among whom
God is forgotten.

Ail this we must bear iu mind as we turu
our attention te the oue gleam of brightness
-the littho growing Christian communit.y.
S-icl pure, sucli loving, such joyful lives in
the midst of it al! JIow this rebukes our
own murmurings and discontents!1

Pliny, a heathien ivritcr aud ruier of a
province at this time, watched the Christians
wilh curiosity.

Rie tells us that mon and women of al
ranks and conditions might ho found amnong
the followers of the Çrucified-that they
oound themselves by au oathi or sacrament
to abstain from dishonesty and vice, and to
lend stritt and moral lives. Somno of them,
lie says, were put te death, but oniy as oh..
stinate enthusiasts. Rie does not deteet
anything really ivrongr in their religion.


