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The Shepherds Find Jesus

the second se Acte 5: 37. Cyreniu8 (Quir-

inius) secs (Roman) gorerno,. o> Syria ; the

Roman province te which Palestinle beonged.

It aneeme te have been al fixed policy te teke

a periodical cangue et the empire, probahly

about everY tourteen years, and this enrol-

ment was 00e. EîerIj mm t i8 owni ty (Mev.

Ver.); fellowing the jewish cugtons ot making

thse registiation at the old family homne.

Vsi. 4-7. jose ph; thse huaband et Mary

I(Matt. 1 : 24), and during the litetimof e J-as

ýregarded as i@ tather, Matt. 13: 55; Luire 4:

22 ; John 1 : 45; 6 :42. From GatlO ; tise

most northerly et the tistas provinces et

Palestine. Out of. .Nazareth ; a town rest-

ig in a basin et huis.. Froin thse summit

of theséê the oye ceuld l.ook eut on thse road

tien jerusaletn with its annuel threng ot

pli, tiera fron Egypt with its

mec nsa ge up and down, and the rond

froIn Damascus witb its richlY laen cars-

vans. At Nazareth tise birth et Jesus had

been announced, ch. 1 : 26. CiiY 0>' Da"i.
see i Sain. 17 : 12, 58« Froin the chiaracte

ot David are derived tise chiot teaturea in the

decrption et the MOWah, the long-eCet

King et (lods- pople. (Ses Matt. 1 :1, 20

9 27; 15 : 22; 21 : 9; John 7 : 42; Rom

1 3;1 2 Tins. 2 : 8; Rev. 5 : 5; 22 ; 16.

Wigh Mary; althogh in thse Roman Men

womenwere et obiged te ceme te bie e

rofledin person. Dcays. . uLlUed (Rev.Ver

It la impossible te sy how long they were i

Bethslehems betore thse birtis et Jeans. FirO

bora son. Thse words weuid lead us te SUPPO'

that -Mary afterwd, hast otiser childrs:

.sen d daughtecs (_s Mark 3 : 31-35

SwaddiiQ elohes; stripe et clotis tire

four loches wlde and ssveral teet long, WOus

around tise child. No raom . - ini the '11

Besidng the ordinsry business travel, tisek

would be 5Usld up with stranger, whol'

joseph and Mary, had cerne toe b.enT

and hast arrived before tiseos

il. The Angh,@, 8.14.
Vs. 8, 9. Slsepherds . . ins the fild. Lul

Gospel always bringa osit tise Saviol

sympathy fer the poor:ý the szineuncsm

et the birt is l mades te humble counstry t,

K.. ping scoth, etc.; againit thieves uand

beua. In tise vsflsy tIse iusfr ni*t

not have been toc cold for the flocks, Bo it in
net impossible that Jesus'was hem about our

Christms time, but that la ail that cao 1)0

said. An angel (RÀev.* Ver.) of the Lord.

Angels are the memaeflgei> of (lod, Ps. 104 : 4.

G01,7 of the Lord; the heavenly brightness

which in a sigo of the presence of (lod or of

henvenly beinge, 2 Cor. 3 : 1. (Compare

Luke 9 :31, 32, and also Ex. 16 :10; 24 :16,

17; 40 :34; L5v.9 : 6,
2 .

Vo. 10-12. Fear ssoi. No one could see

God ani live (Ex. 33 : 20); and any divine

manifestation would naturailly produce awe.

Good tidu'ags (Word5 of the samne meaning as

",gospel",) of reWiy joy w one of the aurest

fruits of a preached gospel. The gospel, or

glad tidings, is the birtis of Jeans. City ol

D)OM 'd and se te tulfil aIl that David lied

hoped for, aind that (led lied promnisedl Hie

people in Him. A Satio*T. The promise of

deliverafle frem sin and oppression rang

threugh lgaelsa histery (sos ch. 1 :66-75,

77-79), like a church beil breaking on the ear

*of a lest traveler in a thick woed. Christ;

the Mesaiah, the aneinted King of the true

lasel. TUs Lord;- and theretere full et power

*te make this salvatiCi' complete. iSign . . a

*baie (Rev. Ver.); net a gl0ous earthly

) monarch, but a weak child. Only the arm

s, et the Lord Himself could bririg strength eut

- of sueh wsakness.
Vs. 13,14. Suid-eintY te cenfirm this most

n unlikely message. H--vIiihoai; inhabitaiits

1- ef heaven, whose song shows that the salva-

se tien of men ia the theme et the "choir invis-

oible.,, paising (led. AUl salvation leads

).men te give. glory te the Father fer Hie moar-

or velou, levingkindiiss- GlorY Io God, etc.

Id In the Revissd, Version there are enly twe

n. cauass: (a) Glory in heaven ("the bigbest");

On (b) Peace upen earth; but this peace la OnlY

ýke ainong men wbo have found favor in (lods8

,ed light. Thun reconciliation threugb (lodsa

mercy la the theme et thse gospel , resounding

with glail oong in heavesi and swakefliig 'oy

oa in earth.

rs 11. 'Te ehephrdi, 15-0. ec sln

sot Vs. 15, 16. It came ta pas, ec sl

cilk. as the divine melody ef pence lssted, they

wild listened. Thon they prOCeeded te verify t,

nay leavissg thor %ocks and going acres' tise


