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Woe wish all our readers & happy New Year!
Hard as it is to realize, the New Year hasreally
come, and we are standing here upon the thres-
hold, not knowing what swaits us—of joy or
sgrrow—a solemn thought!  While we feel that
** 'Tig greatly wise to tall with our past hours,
And ask them what report they bove to Heaven,
And how they wight have burne more welcome

news!’
yet it would not be wise to linger too long over
tho past lest we get discouraged and faint by the
way; rather let us strive to make our failures
stepping-stones to greater sucvess in the future.

Our new monthly makes its best bow o its
large civele of readers and thinks it well to ex-
plain the * why and wherefor” of its appearance
among them.

It may bo clrimed that there is no need to add
our small quota to the literuture of an age and
country already flooded, aud to this we candidly
roply that this is not ouridea.

Itmay also be said that general miss-
ionary intelligence is now so widelydiffused that
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it seems unnecessary to add anather to thelong
list of periodicals in course of publication.
Why not avail ourselves of some one of these?

The answer is plain. Not one of these per-
iodieals, truly o -collont as they are, gives us
just the informatioun that we most nesd—u know-
ledge of our own fields.

While as fellow laborers weare intensely in-
terested in all parts of the Lord’s vineyard and
rejoice in svery success, yet it naturally follows
that that special part which is dependent upon
us, which we sustain by our means as well as
prayers, and to which we send our own beloved
workers has the strongest claim upon our inter-
est and affection.

To maintain this claim it is absolutely necess-
ary that the young people of our mission circles
and bands shouid be mnde and -.ept fully ac-
quainted with the warkers and the work--we
roiterate this fact. If they are ever to take
our places at home and abroad(and to whom else
shall we look?)they must know the workers and
keep in touch with the work as it goes on,

For this purposs we are having carefully pre-
pared Field Studies; information of which our
circlesmay be glad to avail themselves, and ques-
tions tc make it easy for the younger members
« *the bands. There is room here for May and
Edith and Lizzie and Georgie and Bob to find
out just how much t’hey know, snd—how much
they don’t know. We hope tohave Field Notes
giving the Intest news; notes of Progress from
bands, passing the word of encouragement on to
other bands; stories, also, to instruct aud amuse,

Qur aim too is to develope: the latent talent
in Circles snd Bands, and there is plenty of
room in & mouthly paper. Cousin Joy throws
open her cosy corner even to thelittle ones, and
we shall be very glad of all the help weecan get
in any form. .

Many thanks to all the kind friends who have
atded us so favin the ent 1prise and who pro-
mise i continue their valuable help,

What we want, for the most part, are brighs,
vigorous articles, short and to the point—say
from two hundredandfifty tofivehundred words,
Wo want plain and simple lungunge, easy to he
unaerstood. :

‘We send a specimen number of our new paper
to overy Mission Band and Circlein the society,
hoping for a thorough canvas. Price, 10 conts
per aunum. (Sco notice on last page.)
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