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ehining worlds, being taught by the things that are made to recognise and
adore the one  Eternal power and Godliead *  Unaided reacon has never
iscovered moral and rehigious truth.  The expenence of six housand
years has demonstiated the 1act, not that maa can find truth aftee he has
lost at, but that the tendency has been, when he has allowed reason to be
undirected by revetation, to lose the truth which he pussessed. A\ eulogy

may be pronounced on the mental faculties, asa verl {the opp

Less? mhcr we should eay that they were profoundly ignerant of its
smple elemenis. Aad in regard 1o the earth, they ¢ m to have held
very nearly ihe present puranic system of Hiadootsm—=fthat is notindeed
the ancient Lggptian systeim—that 1t 14 a vast plain fived in the centee of
the universe, wali the Nie ns the feedes of the occans, which has s

svurce 1a heaven, and poure down on the sumumit of rome great cloud-

to revelstion, and that the scepuc inay the better easheine reason as his
divimty ; but fathful hestory declares the fact that » the waorld by wisdom
knew not God.”  Examine moat narrawly the philosophy of the ancicnts
from all soutces, and through all channels, and whete 1s the world of hight
1to which st camel Toke vp the Pagin philosaphers,—those men
whom nfideliy holds forth as poois of the triumphs of reaton—and allow
them to have possessed the nghest gifts that ever Minceva, the goddese
of wisdom, gave to men, and how Jo they appear to us, when judzed
by our fnteligence 1 We aliow, that they were men of great and inde-
pendent minds, and too wise to be sansfied wuh the schgon that pre-
vailed, but not wie enovgh 1o propound any that was better. They
were men strugghng 19 darkness to grope theie way to the hight, but never
could pereave 1t and we will mamtain, in the face of all controverey, that a
wall-educated boy of ten years of age, in our own land, now knowe more
of the teal elements of truth, and of true pinlorophy, theotogical and natu-
tal, than oll the sages of all the past put together! and \\hyl because they
had their knowledge only from within, from reason—from Nature, the in-
fidel's god—whule our own youth are taught by the clear voice of celestiod
wisddm. Even the great Socrates and Cicero would have rejoiced to
have known what our childsen Ieorn ; and were they to nisc from the dead
and five agam, would find in an infant clase, more than their equals 10
the tughest phulosophy. The ancient philosophers reasoned !—1t 18 true—
but they nevee—not one of thein—found a certain moral or religious
ponciple on which to erect 3 system, and theie perpetual differences,
changes, and inconustencies prove that, though wisdown was theyr search,
doubt and conttoversy were all they ottamed. Ther morals, and
tehgious dogmias, or doctunies, were aimost all directly, or indurecily, im-
moral, and had a baleful influcuce vu tic vpitivns aid gnacsives uf thvee
who embraced them. They never could reason aut, w ho, what, ar where,
the ttue God 18, ond consequently, could never find out what was the e
worshup. ‘They never could penetrate the mystery of existence, the orga-
nisation of matter, the rule of duty, or the fact and natare of a future state
of evistence.  All was speculation,—vast, anxious, and profitjess—and
their nunds, without a great truth to direct them, were tossed, hhe a
rudderless ship, on the shorelcss expanse of visienary ieas, nml all thesr
systems were utterly powerless to suvdue or resist moral cormpuun, and
a debasing polytheism.

Tun to Egypt, for example, where pagan philosophy fiest rose to emi-
nence,and while there is no doubt thatthere the philosophers had attained
10 some measure of knowledge in the arts and sciences—ihough by a0
means 1030 greatas 13 sonetimes asserted—yet thewr very religion proves,
that 1n point of actual intelligence, they were far from being wise.  ‘Their
mythology was very much founded on, and governed by astronomy, winch
was ssteemed not a natural science but a religion, and the consulta-
tion of the stars was the means by winch they obtawned their revelanons,
Astrology therefore became their only, but false, substitute fur inepication ;
and the horoscope wastheir empirical pretension to possess the gift of pro-
phecy. Egyptian philosophy ! 1t has been extolled, but where 18 its excel-
lTence? Whot litde we do know of it 13 worthless, and that which 18
guessed at, and said ta be valuable, we sepudiate ull we shall have the proof
Wehave never found even one sound moral, religious, or scienufic pnnciple
in the whole history ot that nation. and though in the crypts of Thebes'
and the temples of Memphis, the priests, or philosophers— for they were
the had their and under the of these, and
by propagating the notion that they posses:ed great knowledge, made
men believe that they weze d ly wise, yet Pyth when

capped in the centre of Afica, and that it reats on the back
of an immense tortoise, and that the tortaiee rests on the back of 2 pro-
digrouv boar, but on what the boar rested, their plilosophy could never
discaver.  Tadeed, i many tespects, the Exyptian doctrines of rebigion
and philosophy very neasly resembled present Hindoowm, with eacred
nivers and beasts, cosmogony, astronomy, astrology, and metempay.
chous, and sucely nune, with any mtellizence and powers of reason, will
consder the B:alinuos and Budhisis of Tudia s worthy, for a moment, to
be spoken of as philosophiers, or their opintans on rehigion, and science in
general, to demand niore teepect than the pityang. if not contemptuous,
smule of the litile child O luok at the Grecian philosophy.  Much is
boasted of the sages of Gieece  and yat how few they were—and how
very few *—when we ttunk of the number of centuries in which there way
a professel intellectoality  The few Greek nunds worthy of notice ate
s who were wise enough to reason that the idolatry was unsati;
f not wholly false, but heyond this they never found the truth.
Thales was the first, 600 jears before Christ, who atrongly doubted, and
all but firmly denied the existence of the gods, nad who sought for one
who was yet unk and speculated on the prob of a great
First cause, but never could assuze himeelf of the |1c! Pythagaras fol«
towed, and spent a life time in trying to find out trath, by esamining al}
theorivs, and testing every thing by reason and experience, and died with
ull lus anxietica of investigations unsatisfied. Suvcrates next rose, and
turned his geeat mind 1o the solution of the moral nature and destiny of
man, but though he reatoned in the right direction, and became a masntyr
1o his infidelity in idolatry, yet, with the cup of hiemtock in his hand, and
about to pas into eternity, he could not see on= clcar ray of light'on a futsre
«tate  Perhape, of all the ancient philosophers he dild the most by rea-
200 that ranson oan da s and svan were we 10 geant that he had faund
the truth, which he did not, it would only prove that the teason o) one
man had been sufficicut to conquer all obetacles, for there han only been
one Socrates in the whole pagan world. Plaw and Aristotle, his pupils,
next rose, and gave his opinions a aystematic and developed character,
and Jaid the basis of the preseat moral science ; but still their philosophy
was not sound, and in 1egard to what wasan approximation to truth, we
are iuclined to go beyond the questinn what they, or Socrates beforo
them, d'd by reason, and eaquire how far they were not aided by the
Hebzew fanh and the Hebrew oracles, which it is impossible to suppose
they did not know. But alf the phifosoph with alf their k
never could disperse the shadows that unaded reason esteemed to be
reahiuies, nor dispel the darkness that enveloped all human nquines ; and
it was not tll Chustamity atose that there was a hght to lighten the
world ; and the Apostle Paul on Mars-lnll told the plnlosophers of
Athens what they confessed they were unable to discover; and at oncs
solved the question, ** what 18 truth1” and which had been the absorb-
ing problem of their plulosophy for six hundred years.

The whole state of rehigion, philosophy, and civilisation of the heathen
world, 13 described by St. Paul, 1n the first chapter of the Epistie to the
Romans ; and the truthtutness of the fearful picture, as regarded Rome,
is fully established by Tacitus, Suctonws, and the Roman Satinats; and,
if any are pronc to boast of the ancient wisdom and wistue, let them read
that chapter, and then we 8l all be surpused 1f their evlogies are not
changed to mtense disgust ; and there, they wiil truly learn what a state
of depravity mankind arnive at when they have no revelauon to guide
them, and when they ate left to the uncontsolled piopensities of an ewil
nature, and to follow the of a mind 3 by the wis-
dom of God. Cicero—who hved a hundred years belore Chnst, and had

fed:

allured by their wide fame to sisit theur schoois, and afier spending tnenty
years 1n trying to acquize all that they could teach im, retuned with-
out one new eausfactory principle.  And though ther sudy cluefly
related toastronomy—at any rate their whole philosophical theonies hinged
on then astronomical opinions—yet they seauy knew ices about that
teience than what s taught in the junior classes of our common echools.

the ad of gathering 1nto lus mind ali the reason.ugs of
preceding sages,—cestainly came neasest to the trwh,  His phuosuphy
was of the Greek school, and after the Socrauc mudel, yet at faned 10
satisfy humself. His 1dea of virtue 18 the only thing thats semarkable n lus
wnungs, and remackable, inasmuch that it 1s the only ine1ance whete s
heathen sage has given the proof of arnving ac a view 1 ,unctical morals,
differiag so widety from the opimions that prevailed, and offening 8o can-



