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HOW THE BOYS AND QGIRLS PLAY | happinoss. Thay woro always good-
IN JAPAN. natured, and never allowed $homsolves to
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Toe mosé intorosbing sights aro tho
gomes aud epords of the children. The
girls play battledoro and shuttlecock, and
the boys fly kitea ond epin tops The
girls enjoy their

o angry. .

Oa tho fifth day of tho fifth month7the
boys have their “Feast of Flaga” They
colebrato tho day very poscaably, with
ﬁnmou and toye, Thoy have sols of

gures with flags and preeassions. OQab-

- ~ YA et BAANHNEA- andeotidaing -~
on the third day of the third mont
Daring tho weck precxding this holiday
tho shops of Tokio are filled with dolls an
richly dressod figurea. This “Feasy o
Dolls” is o greab gala-day for the girt
Thoy briag ous all their dolls and gorge.
ously droassd images, which are qui
pumorous in respectable fawilies. T
images rangs from
fow 1nches 8o & £

sac.e very wmuch,
and are usualy
dreesod in  their
prottiest robes and
bright-cotoured grr-
dlns; their facesare
owdored with a 4
ittle rics flour, their
lips are tinted crim-
son, and their hair
is doneup in & most
extraordinary fash-
ion. Tho boys have
wondexful  kites,
madoof soughpaper
astedon lichtbam-
o frames, nuddec-
oratod withdragons,
warriurg, and storm
bebgobline  Across
she top of the kites
is stretched o thin
ribbon pf whale.
bono, which vibrates
in the wind, mak.
mg & peculiar
buamiag sound
Whon 1 first waiked
tho streets of Tokio,
1 could nod imsgize
whad the strunge
pnises meant that
ssemed to proceed
f omtie sky abeve
meo, the sounl ah
times wasshnl! and
sharp, and then low
and musjeal. A
last I diseovered
saveral kites ia the
air, and whn the
bresze fresuend,
the zounls w re
greatly increased.
Sometimes the
boys pnp glus on
their  kita-stiings,
near the top. and
dip the stringa iato
pounded glass Then
they fizht with

o
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in height. They
all arranged o
shelves, with man
oshor bsaudiful so
and the girls pres;
ent offeriags of ric
fruis, and “saki
wine, and mimio
the routineof ¢su
hfe. The shopudi
play large numbs
of thess images
this speciol season
after the holida
they suddenly di
appenr.

1 once boughd
large doll-baby
one cf she shnp
to send home tom
little sister; the do
was dregsed in th
ordisary way, hav
ing its head shav
in the siyle of =

was 80 hfe-like, the
whon propped u
on & chair & perac
would eacily sop
038 i8 to bs
ive baby.

Ia going along.
would often see

gathered around |
streoh atory-telle
listening with wid
enirg eyes an
breathless atientio
to the ghos story oy
startling romandi
which he was na

around, |
story-teller shoute
and stamped on hil
elevated platforgi
altracting great af

their kites, which
they placein proper ... . .
positions, and at-
temph to saw eagh
other's atrings with the pounded glass.
Whea a string is severed, a kite falls, and
is olaimed by the victor. The boys also
bave play-fights with $heir tops,
Sometimes I met boys running a race
on long sbilts; at other times they would
have wrostling matches, in which little
gix-yosr-old youngsters would toes and
tumble ono another to the ground. Their
bodies wero stoad and chubby, and their
rosy chooks showed signs of health and
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gide the houso a bamboo pole is erected by
the gate, from the top of which a large
paper fish issurpended. This fish is some-
times six foed long, and is hollow. When
there is & breeze 1t fills with wind, and its
tail and fios flap in the air, a3 though it
wero trying to swim away. When hundreds
of these huge fizhes are ceen swimming in
¥ho breczs, ib presemts a very curions
appearance. '

exgirls have iheir “ Peasty of Dolls”

tention, until ju
as the mosh ¢thrill
ing part of tho storfe
wasreached,he audf
denly stopped and took up a cilledl
tion! He refused to go on unless $HEE
number of pennies recsived was sufficicik
to encourage the continuation of the thriif
ing story. ‘
The boys delighs in fishing, and will s
for hours holding the line by the mos
and canals, waiting for & bite. ~ I have sodt
a dozen people watch a single person £:38
when there would nob be a bite onge infl
balf-bour, :
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