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For see, your arrow shower has ceased,
The thrilling bow-string's mute ;

And where rides fiery Gloucester 7}
All trodden under foot.

Wail, all ye dames of England,
Nor more shall Musgrave know

‘The sound, of the shrill trumpet—
And Argentine is low,

Thy chivalry, prond England,
Have turn'd the rein to fly;

And on them rushes Randolph—
Hark ! Edward Bruce's cry.

*Mid recking blood the Douglas rides,
As one rides in a river;

And here the good King Robert comes—
And Scotlaud's free for ever.

Now weep, ye dames of England,
And let your sons prolong

The Bruce—~the Bruce of Bannockburn.—
In many a sorrowing song.

THE RINDQO WIDOW.

Near the city of Benares, a Bramin Jately died, leaving
behind him a widow.

‘The custum of women itting themselves to the fx{-
neral pile with the bodies of their deceased hushands, is, it
not abolished, at least, under very great restrictions; as it is’
not allowed to be practised but by express permission.

The v.idow of the Bramin, therefore, waited in person
upon the  English resident, and in the most pathetic man-

.mer implored his permission for the high honour of burn-
ing hersclfgwith the body of her deceased husband, to whif:_h
the resident prercinptorily refused to accede.  Nothing dis-
couraged thereby she continued her entreaties—prostrated
herself on thie ground before him aud mingled her tears with
the dust. .

All was in vain: the Englishnan was inflexible. Rage
.and despair filled the breast of the beautiful victim.—* Ab,
miserable mz !’ she exclaimed, ¢why was my mother burnt ?
why my aunt? why my two sisters 7—Ah!{ miserable me!
~why am I .alone, alane refused the honours of my sex ?:

A Bramin happengd to be prescut at this interesting
scenc, Ile gazed ardently on the young woman; and now
and then turni~g his eyes towards the resident, silently re-
proached him, for refusing the prayer of the widow’s peti-
tion. When the resident noticed this man, he exclaimed,
¢ It is you who have administered intoxicating drugs to ex-
cite phirensy—it is owing to your peruicious doctrines that
a custom so shocking to humanity is still in practice ¥

The Bramin, unabashed by this rebuke, assused thie resi-
dent, that he had never before spoken to the woman, but
-confessed that he had picpared many othess to undergo
the same sacrifice; that it was an act agreeable to her god
Bramha; and for this yeason he begged am (the. resident)
in the most respectful manner, to grant his consent, on which
the widow redoubled her tears and entreaties. The Bra-
win thus ‘encouraged-to .go on, added, ¢sir, great, great
will be her reward ! and great hier recompense for it in the
other world! there she shall be rejoined to her husband by-

a second marriage, and live with him t all etemity.’
" The widow’s fine black eyes instantly received new lustre.
She darted picrcing looks at the Bramin, expressive of satis-
faction, mingled with & portion of terrur. ¢ What! she
exclaimed, ¢shall I indeed. find aoy husband .in hesven?
How have I been deceived by two.old priests!  They never
told.me this; they knew my hushand well—they knew too
how he treated me. Then, sir,’ said she, turning round to
the resident, *since the god Bramba would reunite me to

wy lusband, I renounce him avd his religion for cver, and
embrace yours,' ‘Lhen looking at the Bramin, ¢ you muy,
if you please, when you see nty husband, tell him what 1
have done, and say that I hope to find mysclf extremely
well witiout him—for he was un old cross wretch—stupid,
Jjealous, and offensive.’

MARRIAGES OF THE ARABS,

The marriage cercmony in general is very simple. Ne-
gociations commence with the father of the maiden, who
usually consults the wishes of his dauglter, and if ber cone
sent is gained the match takes place.—The wiarringe day
being appointed perhaps five or six days after, the bride-
groom comnes with a Janb in his arms to the tent of lis
betrothed, and there cuts the animal's throat before witness~
es, and as soon as the blood falls upon the ground, the cere-
mony is regarded as completed. It is accompanied with
feasting and singing ; all the guests present tnust eat bread
and meat; for this is a circumnstance absolutely necessary
on such occasions. The form of betrothing differs in dif-
ferent tribes; sometimes the friend of the lover, holding

*1 the girl's father by the hand, mercly says before witnesses,

¢ You declare that you give your daughtor as wife 10 e
Among the Bedouius of Siuai, the father of the bride gives
to the suitor a twig of a tree or shrub, or something green,
which he sticks iu.his turban and wears for three days to
show that he has taken a virgin in matrimony.—The be-
trothed is seldom wade acquainted with the change thut is
to tuke place in her condition.  On returning home in the
evening with the cattle she is met a short distance from the
camp by her future spouse and a couple of his young friends,
who carry her by force to her father's tent. I she cnterw
tain any suspicion of their design, she defends herself with
stonies, and often inflicts wounds on the assailunts though
she has no dislike to the lover, for the more he struggles,
bites, kicks, cries and strikes, the more she is applauded
ever after by ker own companions.,  Sounietinies she escapes
to the neighbouring mountaius and several days elapse be-
fore the bridegroum can find her; her female friends, mean
time, being apprised of her hiding pluce, furnish her with
provisions.—When brought to her father’s tent, she is
placed in the womauw's apartment, where cne of the young
men immediately throws over her an abba in the name of
her fature husband ; and this is often the first time .se
learns who the person is to whom she is betrotked.

Shie is then dressed by her mother and female relations
in her wedding suit, which is provided by the bridegroom ;
and being mounted on a camel ornamented with. tassels and

 shreds of cloth, she is conducted, still screaming and strug-

gling in the wost unruly manner, three times round the
tent, while her companions utter loud exclumations. 1€ the
husband belong to a distant camp the women uccompany
her ;—and during the procession decency obliges her to cry
and sob most bitterly. These lamentativns aud struggles
continue after marriage; and sometimes she.repeats her
flight to the mountaius, refusing to return until shieis found
out, or even far advanced in pregnancy.

Marriages are generally solemnized on Friday evenings,
and the contracts are drawn up by the Cadi; if the bride
be a widow, or 2 divorced woman, it is attended with little
or no rejoicing.  This sort of connexion isalways reckoned
ill-omened ; no resistanee is made—no feast takes place—
no guest will eut of the nuptial bread; for thirty; days the
husband will not taste any provisions belonging to his wife,
and visitors, when they come to drink coffee, bring their
own cups, because to touch: any vessel belonging to the
newly married widow would be considered the sure road to
perdition.  Sheiks and rich citizens display inore splendour
in their dresses and entertainments. The bride is decked



