
Gift of ll4e IIoIy Spirit. 3:3

of us is given grace (cltar-is) according to, thic asure of the
gifli of Christ.' This Il gjl of Ch)-ist" is explaîined (% erses e~
and 1l) as expressive of the offices of apostles, prophets, evan-
gelists, pastore, teachers. These offices r.nd those thau filled
thein, are the gifi of Christ alluded to ; for %when hie asrended
to lieaven ho received thec promise of the Father, and gave girls
to men. These gifle were the ineasures of tho Spirit. Il The
measure of flie gift of Christ" je the measure, or distribution of
tlîat Spirit which Christ on hie ascension sent dovn.

Be it observed that the creation of an office is a gi(t ; and
the qualifications of the person wvho fille that office is aiso rt gitt
or grace bestowed on the clurch " Having, thon, gift diffler-
ing according to t'le g race (office) given to us-if* propliey, let
us prophecy acccrding te tho mensure of faith, according te the
gift of prophecy whicli i we enjoy, " &c.

No one person,1 it appears, possessed, the. floly Spixit him-
soif %vithout mensure. The Hlead of tho Chiurcil had tins îpre-
emninence ; or, in other wvords, no pi -son was so possessed of
the Spirit as to ho only and alwvays under his guidance and entire,
influence, texcept the Y'essiahi. One proplîesied-atiother had
gifte of healing-another, of speaking foreign languages-ano-
ther. of interpretingthese foreign languages. The Spirit disiri-
buted, o4- gave what mensures lio pleased to overy person on
wàviîm ho wvas bestowved.

For it is evident that the Spirit himef, thoughi a gift, dis-
played hie presence in the spiritual men by sucli measures or
distributions of' hie power as seemed good to himiself. H-ear
Paul, (l Cor. xii. 9-11.) "To one, indeed, is given by the
Spirit, the word of wisdom ;to another, the word ofknitowledge,
according to the saine Spirit ; and to another, faitdi (te atteîwpt,
a miracle) hy the samne Spirit ; and to, another, the gifle of heal-
ing, by the samo Spirit ; and to another, the operatione of
povere ; and to another, prophecv ; and to another, discerning
of spirite ; and to another, diverse Icinds of foreign tongues
and to anotheý, thîe irterpretation of foreign tongues." INow al
these (measures of himself) doee the o and the samnt Spirit
effectually workc, distrilbutit-g te, each respectively as he pleases.
These are the spiritual gifle, portions, or measures of the Spirit,
bestoved by himsecf on those te %-.'hom lie wvas given.

Having, then, froim these examples, ascertaiaed that such
ie the moeaning of the phrases, Il mnensures," Il distributions of
the Spirit," or "l spiYitual gifts," an inquiry arises, Did every
one who, possessed the gift of the Lloly Spirit, or cvery one on
whom. the Spirit himnself wvae bestowed, iii the scriptural accep-
tation of the phrase, possess and exhibit such Il a nai/iesiation
of ilie Spiri*tt" as thoso described, thereby investing- imi with,
superhumari power ? Such, a question can only he answered
correctly by ati induction of aIl the j'articular cases knenhioncd ins


