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teuia, and coînmeneed aiiing(,st its degraded inbabitaîîts those labours which God
lias since sesignally btessed. A(thoughi the N-tive Teacers had donc ivel in
masintaining their gronnd and eentinuin- thoir effojrts, yet very f'ow aunungst the
Isiainders, when our Brother landed, ovinccd in their charactor a change of'
hecart.

To aflf>rd semae just conception of' the du'gradiftion aind crtaelty of' the people Of'
Aneateun up te the time wvben NM-r. G. coininenced his labeuvrs. the t'ollowing ex-
tract is given frein a latter ot' the 11ev. Thomas Powell, now of' the Samoan M is-
ision, buit irbo wves l'or a short period associated witlî Mr. Geddie

b"&AU the hitlhen customes." -%vrote Mr. P. under date Aug ist, 1849, " are stili
pra etised hao. 1'ighit wvemen, te our kinowled.te,. hiave buen sirangled during our
residence. 1lowv ruLny more it is impossible te say. Thieliistti ttemptel, thloughi
in vain, te save. Sieon at'ter 1 came bore% there %vas a native very ill tho poor
creature was reduvcd te ai ,ikeleton. 1 t'uund inst lying ousd i lut bi ie,
an ittcrecsting yeung tvoman,wias sitting hy his side. Lamnsce itemd
icine with the desigen of abating the scverity ot' bis sufferings, but net ivitl any
hope ot' bis final recovery. In prospect ot' bis dcease, 1 rcqniested latta, the objet'
of' the village, te t'orbid the stritneling, eor the wvife, and lie ftittully promised te
do se ; but it resulted as 1 t'eared. About noon eof thoý qrd ultimei, our attention
ivas Etnddenly arrested by the commaencemient et' the deaih mail. We kneiv whence
it proceded, and anxiety filcd our aninda for the sal'oty et' the poor %widow. I
hastened te the spot. The corpse was lying in the open air, surrounded by a nuin-
ber ef %çoien, who wvere rubbing it %vith, broken Icaves, aiud at the saine turne
wailin- in the meet piteens inanner. Tears wcere penring doivn their eoke;
înany utf themu %ere pulling their hair in sceeniing excess ef grief ; whilo se dent-
eningr %vero, theair lamentatious and their sliaieks, that 1 could net stand near
thera. 1 looked anxioasly around for the peor îvidow, but elie was net there, and
I hastcned te a bouse whcire I hoped te find ber, buu the searcb ivas vain. I re-
turned te the place eof weeping. and there suie sat. 1 said, 'Ibis woinan must
net be strangled,' and sevei'aleWuînenjoinod me, and said,' Oh ne, do net lot lier
be strangled !' 1 commenced Icadîng ber away ; but irmcdiately several yeuing
mon, bier relations, seized lier, and attompted te lead ber in another direction.
One ef these men pushed, me asido, and bield up his club ie a tbreatening attitude,
and by this turne aneothor of ber relations, a powerf'ul Yeung mnan, bail seized her
by tho neokiaco, and eeînîenced strangling lier tberewitb, 0as the preper instru-
ment biad boon taken off lier neek. 1 made an attenîpt to interrupt the itaîrdcrcr;
but hoe tricil te kick me, and pusbied me aside with one haed wvhile lie held i bis
victimn ivithi the other. Meanwhilc several were standing areundi vith nDflifted
clubs, andl one especially behind nme, ready te prevent cffectually any interference
on my part. 1 called aloud for the chiot te corne and forbid it. tut in vain ; and
prudence dictated that 1 must stand iside.,.tnd;%!Iow the fearfultceue te proeeed,
the pat'tieulars et' whieh are tee sbock--ng te 'esorîbe."1

Mrt Geddie in ceimon witb the Nativc, leacliers, suffered muehi, and was ot'ten
in peril, during the first years of bis Missionary work, especially Nvben s3uccees be-
gan te erewn bis efflorts, and the beathen in their rage endeaveurci te arrest the pro-
gress et' the Gospel. Freqîîently plots ivere laid against him,and once,at least, bia
lieuse was set on lire; but threugb the geod banl ut' their Geillie and bis devoted
parteer were preserv'cd ie sai'ety, until et lcngth thcy could rejeice over the boa-
then population eof the isliind.wbio,with f'ewv exceptions, made a pub)lie proflessieu et
the Christian fitith. In 1852 MUr. Geidie %vasjeined in Aneiteum by the Rev. J.
Inglis and Mrs. Inglis, agents et' the Ret'ermpd Preshyterian Cbnrch et' Scotland;
andl the wendert'ul change wbich they have since witnessed will ho zîeen in a few
partienlars scleoted frein the report of the visit of' thae " John Williamns ie
1858.

At that time there were enly about t'orty prot'cssed heatheni remaiuing. Sixty
villages bail each a seboGl bouse or a chapel, with a resideet Teachor, and these
Treachers, -%vith the exception of twe Samoans, wver tbe fruit et' nisienary labour
on tlîe Islandl. The number in Chuarch fello%"Iiip was 235, ot whom fitty-seven
biai bocal admitteil witbie the year. Nearly the whole et' the New Testament andl
some Books et' the Old had been trainslatcd ; and a large proportion eof these late-
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