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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURGH OF THE LOWER PROVINCES

UHURCH ORGANIZATION AND) GOVMRMENT.
I'ÂOTS AND PUINCIPLES REGARDED AS

FUNDAMENTAL BY TUE FRE513Y-
TERIAN CHURC11.

1. The Cliurcli is set forth by the Word,
aud is to bc eontemplated by us under tiwo
aspects:- first, as inviszibie, sud cousisting
of aIl those who have been, «are, or shall be,
nnited te Christ the Head, by the Spirit;
second, as visible, andi censisting of al
tbose thronghont the world wvho profess the
true religion together ;vith their children.
The church is calied invisiblc, or visible,
accerding as Uts members are spokea of as
known to God,-the eleet, the regenerate,
ie believing; or as they are to lie regarded

aud treated as nienbers by us.
2. The church is a Theocracy. That is,

it is Ilthe Midom of God," Ilthe King-
doem of Heaven.>- The Lord Jesns Christ
la its Mting and Hlead. The govcrnmcut 19
-tpon Ris shoulders; aud ail power pertain-
ingto the rhurch, by whouisoeverexercised,
la froin Him, and is rightfuliy exerciscd
euily ia Ris name sud according to the pre-
cepts or principles set forth iu Bis word.

S. External organizatien is secondary in
the Seripture idea of the churclr Christ
lhm, however, fully provided for its externat
organization.,

4. The church is au eutirely distinct so-
eiety or organization f-rm the State. It
lias its own goverument, officers, snd courts
or couneils. Tho judgmcnts of its courts
are as conclusive in their own sphere as
are those of thre Stato in theirs; and no Sp.
peal lies froni the one te the other lu mat-
ters pertainiug to the province of euhi.

5. Church power is the authority or
ri.glit which belongs to the church,-in
virtue of Uts relation to Christ, the Head,
aud of tihe indwvelling of the Spirit,-to
perform church duties in obedience to thre
commands of Christ, aud according to thre
prccp ts or the p rescribed principles of Ris
Word.

6. Churéli power ia, priWarùý or funda-
mentally, in the church itself as the cors-
munity of the people of God and, in its ex-
etrise, iu thoso who are especialiy called to
exercise the same.

7. Church power is legisiative, judicial,
and executive ; and the officers of the churék
are its organs for discharging ail futionai
duties.

8. The power belonging to the churcli
authorizes and obliges its zuembers, first:
to clcct church officors according to thre
provisions intimated and the principles pre-
scribed in the Word; second, volun tarily to
submit unic thera and co-operate with
them, in tho Lord, according as the duties
pertaining to their several offices require.

9. The pernmanent Scriptural officers of
the churcli are, Ministers of the Word,
Eiders of the people, and fleacons. E acl
office lias its ewn special functions and all
together constitute tbe one permnnt
ministry which Christhas instituted for the
edification aud service of Bis cli*irch.

10. The higher office lacludes the Iower.
Ministers are aise, ex qffidio,-Elders snd
Dcacons. Eiders are aise, ex officioý-
Deacons. Eiders join, with the minister,
aid aud relieve him iu the duties pertaining
te their office. Deaàons join with tire


