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fall, which was a great blessing for us, or we would have been left houseless among
savages who are continually thirst? s for our blood. Had pot our merciful God
prescrved Mr. Muthesun’s bedroom and wine, undoubtedly they would also have
tuilen, for they were the least protected of all our houses. I was drenched, being
out i the rain for above four hours, and yet 1 felt none the worse for it. We
have suffered much loss by the falling of our houses ; for besides losing the houses,
muny things arc smashed under the ruins, where nearly all my books are and
must remain for some time. The sea was round our old house; and men, who
appear to be about thirty years of age, suy they have scen tothing like it. The
yamn, fruits, frait trees, houses, aud fences of our Tannese are also levelled with
the ground, and their catoes are mostly destroyed. It will be years betore oir
natives recover from the damage to property they have now suffered.  ‘The sea
swept away several villages, and the natives fed to the open grounds of their plao-
tatons on  hill for sufety.

Friday was a very ealm, delightful day, but on Saturday, at nine 4. x., we had
a severe squall, which shook our house, and eaused the sugar-cane leaves ts atand
right up, so that the rain poured down upon us. The wind becime stronger, the
sea again roared and foamed, and our poor house trembled. At dark the wind
veered round and fised in the north, just oppusite to our Thursday’s heavy wind ;
and, till after twelve, widnight, itblew as it comwmissioned to destroy all that had
eseaped Thur-day’s strong south wind, so that everything wears a disinal appear-
ance. My house still stands, and this wind did not affect Mr. Mathesons’s station.
We bad uo hurricane lust seasun. but we have had four this seuson.  Last season
we had u very lurze erop of yams, and of all Tanna fruits more than our natives
could destroy ; but this season the fruits are all destroyed, and tie yuws are s0
injured that rthey will he few and small ; so [ fear they have five or six wmonths’
starvation before them if the yams weve done. This time they have not blamed
us for making the winds, &e.

MURDER AND CANNIBALISM ON TANNA.

On the 6th of January one man waskilled, ard a day or two after another was
killed, for bringing the measles to Tanna. On the 16th of February four men
were killed, as servants to follow the epirit of the infant of Miaki (our great war
chicll) that had just died. Fur four days they were eager to kill usalso; and
for three days we had to keep our house locked, and durst not go out, as we-were
besieged by multitudes of savages, armed and watching nn_opportunity to take
our lives ; yet they did not think of breaking our doors or windows to accomplish
their purpose, and God gracivusly preserved us from them. They killed my fowls,
cut down my bananas, and broke down my fences, and speared my goats, and tried
10 burn our house, but falled. On the 1st of Muarch again, our people killed four
men. and gave their bodies to chiefs, who feasted on them, and who gave a lurge
fut pig in return for each of the ten bodies received. They have killed and feast-
ed on thirteen or fourteen persons within a few months. [ hear nothing of these
wurders till they are over.” Two bodies were presented for a feast to the people
of a near village, where we conduct worship on Sabbath ; but the people refused,
saying now they knew it was wrona to eat human flesh, but another chief was
at hand cager to obtain them for a feast.  As our peaple becoms much excited at
these times, and tried often to kill us, Novar the chicf advised us all to leave, and
£0 to Auciteum, and he would o with us: but as I refused, for a few weeks he
laid aside his shirt, went naked like the others, painted his facs, and attended
sowe of their mectings, and was absent from worship tor three Sabhaths ; but now
he 15 again friendly as hefore, and atiends to religious duties as previously stated.

We were almost engaged in a puhlic war; bat hy talking with the chiefs, [
have got them all to promise to oppose it, so that 1 hope it is stopprd fur the pre-
sent.  They often talk about it, but they scem afraid, and restrained from engag-
ing in public war.

. Our people scem more mild and friendly at present, and many of the chiefs have
visited we of late.

Inland, wany are dying in measles, and conscquently the people are all talking
l)‘:ul, and threatening to kill us all, and to banish the worship from benghted
Tanva ; but God is all sufficient, and our lope is in Lim.



