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cended the first lcdge of the crater, and proceeded for three hura
dred yards over a levei space, cornposcdl of asiies, scorioe, and
large stones that have been qjected from tho niotth of the vol-
cano. Tite streain formor-ly described is the only fluid lava liere.
Helnce to arrive nt the 'Aick- ledge, is nother descent of about
turo hundred and forty feat, more diffiuult to, be passed than any
other, anîd this brings the traveller to the brink of the blac~k
ledge, wvhere a scene of ail that is terrifie to beliold prosents it-
self before bis eyas. 11e ses a vast basin, recently iii a state of
igneouis fusion, now, in cooling, brol<en up, soînewlîa'. iii the
niannar of the great Anierican lades, when tlic ice gives way, Ma
sonie places levalinl large sheetq, elsewhoe rolled iii tremeindous
niasses, and twisted into a thouisand different slîapes, soietimleS
avenl being filientose, 11k-e fine liair, but ail displaying the
nîighty agéncy stili existing in this immense depository of sub-
terraneous fire. A niost uncomfortable feeling is experiened
wvhen then travailer becoînes aware that the lava is holloiv and
faithiess beneath lus trend. 0f ail sensativras in nature, that pro-
duced by aarthquakes or volcanie agency, is the moA alarniug
thle strongest narves are unstrung, and the nîost courageolis mind
feels waakened and unhinged, when axposed to aither. Ilow in-
significant are the operations of man's hands, taken in their vastest
extent, xvlîn compared wvith time magnitude of the Nvorks of God!1

"Oni the black ledge, the thermomncer heid ini the hand, five
feet froni the gromind, indicated a temperature, of 891, and whcn
laid on the Lava, ia tlue sun's rays, 115', and 112' in the shade;
on the ban], of the burning Lake, at the soutu end, it rosa to
124'. Over some fissuras in tlîe Lava, where the arnoke was of
a greyish ratlier tiian a blue tinge, the thermoineter stood at 94'.
1 rcînained for tipwards of two hours in the «rater, suffering ail
thue time au intense headache, with my pulse strong and irregular,
and my tongue parced, together with other symptoins of fever.
The intense haent snd suiphurous nature of tlue ground had corro-
ded my shocs so inucl, that they barely proteeted my feet frorn
the hot lava. I sscanded out of the crater nt Uic south-west or
smali end, over two steep) banks of scoriae, and twvo ledges of rock,
and returnad by tise wast sida to my tant, having thus walkad
quite round titis mighty erater."

"Sa-turdaiy, Jan. 25th. I siept soundly luntil 2, a.m., Nvhcnu, as
flot a spèck couid lie sec» on the horizon, and the moon wvas un-
usually briglit, 1 rose with the intention of inak-ing soîna lunar


