
Drurq), feed l, ly u11 tlt 1cif of the Palma Christi,
and praduovs reîîîarkably burt <cuLuonis, the silk at
whiclh ise q0 ellcato au i1 ll)îy th.it it is impracticable
te ivind it oit liko3 othIclr Ealk front the cocoons ; it is
therefore spirn liko cotton, and the thread thus natn.-
factitred ia %%oyen into la coarse lîîadt o; whlito cloth
of Inose texture, but of 9tîli more inecdîble durabilîty
than the other, tho hfvtiinc of une pertIon bcing sel.
(loin saficient te wcar Ont a gariiient mnadeocf it. It
is uscd îlot only for clothin-, but fur packing fine

cloilie. Sorno manufacturers in England te whom
tho silli was shown, .soemed te think that it coutl
there bo made îito slî.wls equai te any reccivcd frein
India.

Those remarks are cqually applicable te the quality
of tho Canadiant silki ovnis' prodace ; and the ebjec-
tien which lias stcod in the way te iLs more generai
cultare, the difliculty cf unwindiag or cardl the
silk froin the cocoon can bc overconie %vithout aay
particular dilieulty. 1 foirai tlîat oîîo-thirdl part of
the common corrosive pntaîli used in soap.makting,
addcd Io twe thirds cf warin sr'ft w.ater, was suffi-
cient to dissolve the gummy substance whih attaches
te the cocouans sud runders theni stiff and p.îrchment
like, witheut injury te thc sîlk, winîch coald thon be
unvwend or cardied vwithi perfect case. After allowiag
the cecoons t,) romain in Ltme solutien a few minutes,
they shonld bit gently rnred in clean, warrn soft
watcr, ia which thcy may ho suffereci te romain
dnning the procus of uawincling the silk.

In a future article I sthahl giva a few practical in.
structions for the guidane of thnsýe wha inay wish te
give the culture cf smll front the Canadiau insects a
trial, wîth soune particulars coiinected xvitlî their
habits net meationced in 11 tc books ;" and it now
only rominis tu add that «Ia suicriber " or others
intoresced cant seo nt the offie cf the CANAD FARNMsa
specîmemîs cf the silk of thoeo caterpillars uawound
frein the cocoon and rlcar cf guim, as %vell A:, spcci.
mens cf the mnths cf ecd.

Engravings are given with the proscrit article cf
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striking rcscmblanco to an ape. 'My Bketch is a
faithfal and accurate rcprescntation, xvithotit the

shhos xggeration, and, as will be Ohîerved,bs
ari, vith hande aad nails, tho latter quite white,
partiaily developed legs, and a pot-bclly precisely
similar te that cf the sirndu &dtyrus ; there is aIse a
smahll sphicricai cxcrescenco which may pass fora hicad.

Another peculiarity cf these potatoes is, tbat from
many cf thein Icavos are sprcuting, as shownin in the
smnaller drawiag, the Ibaves, wlhen I saw thera, beiîig
quito frosli ant nvilted.

Stili anothor singular circuinstanco connectcd %%il],
themn is that, ivît1î the exception cf two or thrcc,.
they all grew upen the haînis of the plant, suid net
becath the surface cf the ground.

The man iii whoso field these aîonstrosities wcru
prodaced effcrs no explanation rcapecting their ap.
pearance. In tho last wcek. ai Aprl lie sourm al
Rose seed, and the resait, with the excepiticn of the(
aboe.namod "bihl," was a crop cf potatous cf that
buet cf ail car knewn varietios. -Neither bave I aay
theory te suggest. 'l'Freaks cf nature " are not Very
unfrequent, but the co now pietured and dvýeràl,cd

is tb. most singuLar that has becen prescnitet te my
notice ini the vegetablo wvorld.

1 wisb, %vith ail ry lioart, tiat Darwin couil
obtain a sight of theso potatocs. Tlicy might a«id

bt-fare lits c3 c;, il knovr but that lie nuglit extend
the pedigree inte anotiier and even luis 1,noide
kiagdoîn. Ile can scarcoly mako ««smaller potatoca"'
et las than hie lias already <lone.

1 will enly adit that tho draiaugs of the larger
potatu arc, to suit the dimensions lui the pages of
your journal, redti<cdt iii bize about one-third.-
I un, &CI., VXîsCa\ r iriî,rx, B.A.

Peterboro', ýSoptcaîbcr 1, 187-1.

Three-Thorned Acacia for Redges.

(l'o Ihe M&Worl qf the CA~NA FAu.'IE.)

ýSin :-1 have in one ortwo instances seen a roociitly
planted hcedgc of tlîrce-tlîcrnic< acacia wvhich tho

plantors expected m-ould hc succcssful; but aithougli
hlave travclled over a good (ln of solith.,%ve3tern

Canada, where tliis troc grews to a coîusiderabie sizo,
I bave never selon an actuai hcedgo of it. Could yen
or any of yonr readors iîîforni me iwliere such a hcdge
lias bccn a succcss in Canada, and what its monits
and dcmonits ? It is coral mwell suppliodl with
thoras. andi docs xîct scein se much incliMe te sprout
as cther acacias. The troc grows to a large sizo, and
seoins te cndure this climate. WVil it forin a close

illhcdgo? Wisi al adsassadiscs Vll it
sprAut if ground contiguoius bc plouglied? "Mill net

that ef thie lana is 50 iinular La the last namaîl, as te iT et ~k îsesoac vd îae Jhecarc
rondr a ilustatiiî uaceisay. 11 < ~questionîs whiclî I hotte semte of env friends can
rendr ai illstrtionunneessay.auswor. Pcrhaps soînc co %vite lias sclen iu tcstcdl in

_________the United States can bust inswor these questicas.--

Abnormal grcwth of Potatoes. an, &c., ..
Duart, August 3lst, 1S74.

(To thé- F4Ufor of the CANADA FÂn'IMEn) Root Cicaner.
Sin :-I have tlîe plcasuire te enclose, with this

communuicationi, saine skletthi.3 vi a vc.ry extraordi- -A Forth %.,orrespondent" asks about a sml
nary «'sport' occuri)g àn a, plutato-patch in cuir root-eleoaner. The annexed figure illustratos one cf
county; and I tli.ak 1 nialy %%wi sume confidence tho rncst simplo and effective appliances for the pur-
hiazard the oplnuiiî tlîat fru-n Lue first description cf paie that wev know cf. The cylinder is twe foot ia
thîîs admirable osbcit]üt by aspar ]3auliin in M90, diamcr, and thre ceot long the boad mnade cf two,
or, if yen prefer the paptilavaOpinion, ils first trans.
planîtation into lrolaad frein Viriiiia by Sir\V.ilter
laleigh up te the prosont moment, ne more singular
tutberons ccentrtcity lias beon dovelapeod.

On Satuirday, tie 29tlî day ai Augîust, a farmor
nained Johin Q'.Noîll, rctidig in the lOtlî conicssion
of the towniship ci Smnith, breuglit ilîto Poterbore,
and dopositodIia tic slicp cf -Mr. Rompt, choaîist,
vhiero thîey 'ivere scen lîy myscif and maay othmers, &I

tha praduceo f o110 IiiIl cf iîotatocs. le liait gathercd
tlicin-1 caunnt Ysay div thum, for a roaol Hoa iiiaohrei Thcisfoeema. i traces

appoa.r hîcruaitct lait a (cl um pro% lously, anti man ('l fcarfally auidwcndcerfully mnade' îndccd 'l back. inch plank, a11t tic alata emie minc Lhick, two luches
they vve r0 conscî1 ucuitly licricctly ircslà. la aIl Luec te tho "1lowly orguaizcd laucclct,' tdans assigiig widc andi thîrcu-fourths cf au minc apart. The door
wcvro acarly tonty taucrai-, cvcry oneocf wich wias lnm "la pedigree of prodîgions lcîîgtlî, bat not, iL is put on with a pair of strap litages as reprete.
more or tue ccerntric în habit., Thie largcst oi thîciv xay bc said (and truly>, cf noeble quahlty." Rote niay bo coniplutelly vaslied by revolving.the
I sxetcdei weiglicd nearly half au pound, and bore a With% theao 9pcimeas cf the isolanum itibcwtiumi I owcr part cf the machine lu welter.
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