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WINTER TRIP TO THE OMENICA.

FOLLOWING LETTER FROM Tf1Ie ASHICROFT
AIiNING JOURNAL.

Ilcaring that yoi are about to issue a
pamphtlilet n the dileircit routes to bu
travellect In getilnig lito the Yukon,
Cassiar and Omniilea districts by way of
Asheroft, I thonglt i would write and
give you an aneuiIt of imiy experience
Su getting into the Omenllea last winiter,
as It iiuay hiellp soein yon r readers ont a
tlko trip.

We left Queisnîell ont the 1 Itlh of Marci
with eleven sIeds and twenlty.otitn men,
two ien to a 'leid witih one excepition,
luit the men ail aîgree now that one msnil

is thebst. O11r loads were lot ieavy,
thren liiindred to a sleigh, aid whel W
got to opei couitry we iade :lin aiverage
of twenity iles a dav. The sleigis were
ive incies long. eighten iitebes vide
iaid four hiches Ilich. with one::aid one-
half inci routiers which vore fouind too
narrow. Two inc ta ta three inch is wliat
1 shall use if I go in aigali, as a threnl
Inch rnti.leer will stand if there ls any
crust ait al], whereas our roiurs eit
luta al1l sn ow that wtas not quite hard.
We had an exainpile of this, one of our
party's lbig 2 inches,

Froin Quesnielle we followed a trail.
that two Inldils.4 fron Stiiuart's lake iad
mande two weel:s before. For the first
seventy-live toiles the wiiter trali t very
hilly. following the, old telegrapli trail
al) the way and our hardest work caine
there. After iissigthe Blackwater
and .ind rivers, hmwever. It follows a
chain of smîall la «.s, among' which are
Bobtail. Grouse and Chinkat, as far as
Stolny Cr. ;!k. On gettin there w fround
we could not iitake Stuîart's lake ins legs
than tice days and as we were just out
of grub deelded to go to Fraser lake,
where there was a Ilîdson Bay Coi-
paniy's post, about tweIty'live minles f-om
Stony eteek. Front Fraser wu miade
Stuairt's lake in two days and laid oit
there t true days. Front there the trait
ruis nyt ta Mlatsot creek by way of the
Nation river, but ts ive had htad a tittile
Cxpierience of travelling n lakes we
decided to go a iîidred inliies out of our
way aud lcez to them If pIssfie.

Oi leavintg Fort, St. Jatnes (ian the
soutieri end of of Stuart's lake, whIch
we did witih stirowiig hearts, as It was
there we liad our last tauste of potatues
and fresi miilk, ie struck due inorth to
t'e miionitih of Peace river, which we
maade the first niigit, about thirty-two
miles, thenî up the river te Cross or
Tremhleur hiket and frot tiere up Mid-
die river te North Tatah lake. Aftr
gettiîg up Itabout forty illes we struck
the toboggant trait thîat Indiants nade for
packing lito Manson ereck fron H1azle-
ton, and tieil left the laie, toing due
east about sevenaty or eighty miles, get
ting in Matisuti creek on the sixth of
April. As soon as we struck the Indian
trail we had a picnic, as the toboggans
bad packed It hard and firm, and there

were ild catups about every three tuiles
along It, relievitig us of the neceesty of
îtaking a fresht catu every ntigt.. We
carried a fly, whici Is the saine as liait
a tent, cut from the ridge pole downi, It
ta wariner than a tent, as a large tire
cani bu bilt ail along the face ani it
will draw the heat Sn the samie manner
as a reflector camp oven dons and besIdes
tl!re ls the reduction in wethht. We
had two pair of single or oie lair of
double blankets, and althouîgih 'thz ther-
mîoineter often went as low as 30 degrees
below zero We always slept warimly.

The siow ait Manison ereekx, wlre the
coiipanies that are operating in Omeiîlca
are located, disappears about th tenth
of May, so that operations can connenice
ait a comparatively early date there.

The trait ii the humtner s frot Stu-
art's lake by way of the Nation river.
Thte feed is good along this trail and
about every fifteen miles you wiI thid
creek bottons with grass enougli ta oeed
ail the pack trains ln British Columbia.
About 15 miles front Stuart's laie there
is a prairie covered with rich wild grasses
and wild peavine. It is about ive mules
square and quite level. A large creek
bouids it o s two sides and altogother a
flner proposition for a stock ranch could
net be foîund. Then again about tent
miles further on the north side of the
Nation there are about six miles of valley
land that the trail passes up abat are also
very rich in grass.

On coming out this fail we came froi
St. James au the Stuart lake ta Soda
creek in a canae, a distance of two hun-
dred and ilfty-two niles in four hours
and onue-alt. The rivers are easily
navigated, canioes and scows comiug
downi the whole way ail the suimiier.
You tme dowin the Stuart river to tha
Nechaco and from it to the Fraser.

The country around Manson creck
contains sonie of the finest hydraulic
propositions i the country, and next
year there will b iumerous compailes
operating there, beaides those that are
already operating grouînd there.

There are two sawmllls oni the crck
wlithin a mule of each other capable of
turninîg out fraio three tu five thousand
feet a day, and one bas already cut
aboit seventy.flve thousand. It beiloigs
to the 43rd Miniig anîd Mhilliig Company,
of Ottawa. The other one li being run
by the Omineca Conssolldated hydratilie
nule, of Victoria. Both these comuvau-

ies have gond claims on 1aisoi creek
and expe:t a golden harvest, which from
appearances seemus assured. On Ger-
manson creek, about six miles froi
Manîsoni, the Caiedonla Generai Mining
Association of Victoria have nearly com-
pleted about cight illes of ditch and
will be Sn a position te wash next year,
and they also are confident, as their
claim goes si to the yard.

Charley McKinnon, on Lost creek, a
tributary of the Manson, has founid a
lead that the Chinameun who worked it
years ago lost, and as they took out a

pounîd of gold a dty for neariy a year
lie lg alto colidenît of big returls nien
veair.

Chiiamenî are scattered ail through
the country and often make 55 a day by
rocklng. I have a claint there from
whilch thre lias been taken as higi as
St to the pan. I have got 30 cents to
two pans. It ts on Germssanson creek,
and If I do not dispose of It this wilnter I
will go up again next year. The coun-
try Is weil adapted to hydraulilciag, as
water is abundant and there are nuimer-
Dus long level benches along each creek
whichi hardly nseed ta be surveyed to run
a ditcl on.

There was quite an excitement at
Maison tiis year over saine finds thiat
were made oi creeks running iuto the
Nation river below the crossing, but as
it was late lia the summer the prospec.
tors who went lu were not able to do
tuch, althouglh they give good accounts
of the country.

Ilopiiug thtis letter will prove of some
to your readets, I an, yours truly,

B. WILKES.
Victoria, B.C., Sept. 28.

KLONDYKE GOLD.

An exawtatiu of a number cf valua-
ble nuggets from Dawson City, convinices
the Western Mining World that the con-
clusions ef geologists as ta the erratic
action of the anscient glaciers in that sec-
tion are weil founided. None of these
nuggets have the slightest suggestion of
an angle, bclna as nicely rounded as one
of Emerson's sentences. Conditions do
not suggest that this lack of angularity
ls due te the abrasions o travel, common
ta may placer propositions in more tem-
perate regions, tunless, Indeed, it wat
deposited long before the Kiondyke lost
its tropical cîlinate. But If this be true,
why iS the gold found Sn the frozen grav-
et instead of below It ? The thcory that
it was couveyed by glacial action seems
te be a tenable one. In the fantastic
display of force these glaciersground up
the vein matter, amalgamated the gold
It contained, and deposited the precious
burden in dirt and Ice after It had been
subjected to a pressure that effectually
destroyed every suggestion of an angle.
Tite Cloidyke gold ls of a light yellow
color, mniiieh lighter than Montana gold,
and carries none of the sunset tints
so noticeable li the auriferous deposits
of Australia.

nes& ig Stocis
A tiorough knowledge of tie Mining Regi-

oun et liriuish Columbla enables me to fur-
nish comnnesent and reliable Information.
No mines listed for sale unless endorsed by
sone reputLble minlg engineer.
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