THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN,

POETRY.

MISCELLANEOUS.

From Keble’s Christian Year.

FOURTH BUNDAY AFTER EASTER,

The days of hope and prayer are past,

I'he day of comfort dawns at last,

“The everlasting gates again

Roll back, and lo! a royal {rain

From the far depth of light once more

"The floods of glary earthward pour;

‘They part like shower-drops in mid air,
But ne’er no soft fill noon-tide shower,

Nor evening rainbow gleam’d so fair,
To weary swains in parched bower,

Then, fainting soul, arise and sing;

Mount, but be sober on the wing,

Mount up, for Heaven is won by prayer,

Be sober, for thou art not there;

*Fitl Death the weary spirit free

Thy God hath said, *Tis good for thee

To walk by faith and not by sight;
Take it on trust a little while ;

Soon shalt thou read the mystery right
In the full sunshine of His smile.

Or if thou yet more knowledge crave,
Ask thine own heart, that willing slave
To all that works thee woe and harm
Should’st thou not need some mighty charm
To win thee to thy Saviour’s side,
Though He had deign’d with thee to *bide?
The spirit must stirthe darkling deep,

The Dove must settle on the Cross,
Else we should all sin on or sleep

With Christ in night, turning our gain to loss.

DEVOTIONAL

EJACULATIONS.

‘O thou, who ingpirest thy saints with songs in the
night, and givest wholesome slecp to thy beloved;
whose name 1 will think of inthe pight season, snd will
keep thy law; let thy protection and mercy be upon
ine, and let the prayers and thanksgivings come up to
thee, which my soul poureth ont when it fleeth unto
the Liord before the moraing watch,

O thou, who for us men, and for our salvation,
didst vouchsafe to be born, while shepherds were
watching their flocks by night; grant me to be born
again, by the daily reneving of the Holy Ghost, till
Christbe formed in me unto a perfect man; and save me.

About Sun Rising.—O thou, who, very early in the
morning, about the rising of the sun, wast pleased
to leave thy empty tomb, and return again frow the
dead; raise me, I pray thee, to walk in newness of
life, by such daily exercise of repentance and virtue,
ns may keep me dead indeed unto sin, but alive
unto God, through thee, and save me,

Ntne tn the Morning.—0 thou, who, at the third
hour of the day, didst pour out from heaven upon thy
Anpostles the miraculous gift of the Holy Ghost, take
not away from us the comforts of that Spirit, but fill
our hearts with the riches of his grace, aud save us.

0 thou, who, about this hour, didst, with invinci-
ble meekness and patience, stand before Pilate’s
bar and suffer a robber and murderer to be released
before thee; grant us, in all our suffeiings for the
testimony of thy truth, and of & good conscience, to
consider and imitate thee, who didst endure sveh con-
tradiction of sioners against thyself, and save us.—
Bishop Andrew’s Devotions.

Curist is the light—let us recejve the light.—
Christ is the truth—Ilet us believe the ¢ruth. Christ
is the way~—let us follow the way : and because He
is our only master, our only teacher, our only shep-
herd,and chief captain: therefore let us become his
seryants,bis scholars, his sheep and and his so’ “iers.

THE WIDOW AND HER BIBLE,

«dnecdole.—The Presidert of the Ladies® Bible So
ciety, established in Calmont, France, thus writes oo
forwarding 25 francs to the Paris Committee in the
year 1836. It may well cause the liberal-minded to
persevere and the niggard to blush.

¢ This smell snm is presented to youas a feehle
mark of our Cbristian remembrance, and to engege
you to consider us always as your associates. O
these 25 francs, 15aresent to you rom the Commit
tee of Calmont ; five francs {rom our Girls’ School,
collected by cents at a time; aund five fraucs have
been presented by a peor Roman Catholic for a Bi-
ble, who his been long desirous of nourishing her
sou! iuthe humble and careful perusal ofit. It must
at the same time Le remarked, that this poor woman
has done her utmost, parily by working, and partly
by submitting to great privetions to get her five francs

consolalion. May webe encouraged by her example
to make still greater sacrifices ourselves, in order to
promote the glorious cause of the Bible!’

. CRITIQUE,
On “ the Life of Scott (the commentator) by his son.

I bope you are as much delighted as 1 am with ¢ the
Life of Scott.” 1 always highly bonoured and loved
the man, and often walked four miles on a Sunday to
bear him at the Lock, - With the worst voice, the
most northern accent, and very plain manners,sound
sense and sound piety were yet so predominact, that
like Aaroo’s serpent, they swallowed up all the rest.

Have you not read Dean Milner’s Sermons?  To
me, they come more bome to the heart and the con.
science than almost any [ know. But the book that
has produced most sensation in the religios world,
is ¢ the Life of Scott,” commertator, written by bis
son. It furnishes indeed a striking i:stance of the
power of genuine Cbristianity (o change, or rather
to new-make the heart.—Hannah More’s'Diary.

THE LITURGY A BOND OF UNION,

“ There is I think a great advantage in baving a
form of prayer for the whole Church, as it consti-
tates a bond of union which cannot be broken, and
tends tv the yreservation of the faith in its purity.
Not anly the members of one saciety or congregation
unite io their prayers and praises to one common Fa-
ther, but the same petitions and thaoksgivings are as-
cending to the throne of grace from the Chureh uni-
versal. Aund if Christ has promised to hearthe re-
quests of two or three when gathered together in hi,
name, how much more will he grant their petitions,
when presented in the same way by the thousands
and millions who kueel belore his altar.— Walk about
Zion??

Steffordshire.— Sir R. Peel’s School at Tamworth,
On Monday last the new school, built at the expense!
of Sir R. Peel, at Tamworth, was opened. It was!
built in a chaste Gothic style of architecture. The!
scholars, to the number of sixty, proceeded in order
with their master {rom the old school to the new one,
when they were addressed by the Right [1on, Baronet
in a neat appropriate gpeech; and three of the best
scholars recejved from his hand that which he declar-
ed to be the best gift they could receive—a Bible.
After prayer had been offered by the reverend vicar,
the children were regaled with roast beef and plum
pudding. We were glad to see the Right Hon Ba-
ronet restored to heslth, taking part with such evi-
lent feeling in the opening of the schoel, which
owes itd erection and support solely to his bounty,
and is one of the many strong proofs given of the
interest he takes in the real welfare of the town and
neighborhood.—Staffordshive Adveriiser.

When the most insignificant person tells us we arc
wrong, we ought to listen. Let us believe it possi-
ble we may be wrong, when any one suppoges wo
are; and enter into the true littlengss which consists

inreceiving correction Jike a child.— Cecil’s Remains.

Paradi . . . d
together; and these she presents as a feeble offering off, 2% ise,and then in this period he was tempted

eratitude for that volume which now forms hker sole!

jfasted forty days, that the days were * fulfille

THE FORTY DAYS OF FASTING,
Concerning the period of forty days during W3
our Liord fusted,the words of St. Luke seem to 19
that i! rafers to some other transaction of Scripturf“ge
a counterpart and accomplishment; zn that this
cise time of forty days, ratber than any other:”
proper to the occasion. He savs, ¢ when the &
were ended,’ or, as the Greek will bear, ¢ whes
davs were fulfilled;’ the word being the same %4
that passage of St. Mark, ¢ YWhat shall be the
when all these things shall be fulfilled? Rut Y |
no great stress upon the word: for whether the 3
pression of the evangelist implies it or not, the P
od of forty days doth certainly connect this tral*
tion with inany others in the Sacred History;
there is resson to suppose that the period irsell %
derived from some very early occasion. After re® 8
ing it long in my thoughts, I would propose the'y
lowing canjecture to these who are skilfulin the 3¢%
ture, namely, that the first man spent forty dofes

{into sin by eating the forbidden fruit, and forl®§
the tree of life with the inheritance of immortality’
this be supposed, the period of forty days will &
vatorilly io other transactions, and particularl g
this of our Savinur’s temptation, which is evid®
founded on the temptation and fall of the fir-t A®
The ¢ curse’ bronght upon the world by the
and occasirned by the sin committed in pars¥yl
(Gen, v. 29.) was forly daysin the executions g
so long the rains were descending, and the great &3
emptying itself upon the earth’s surface, that th®J
|and its history might be recognized in its p¥
iment.—When the Israelites searched the land o
naan, that second paradise, which wss to be thé
ward of their probation in the wilderness, théy 3
a foretaste of it for forty days (Numb. aiv. 83.
and the people who murzured at the evil report o%
faithless epies were condemned to wander forty Ji8
in the wilderness, a year for aday: go that this g
ance symbolizes again with the curse which was ®
sequent on the loss of paradise. o
Under the ministry of the prophet Jonsh, the §§¥
of forty days was allowed to the Ninevites, #
inferval in which they might have opportouity &
verting the divine judgment by repentance and?
ing.  Moses spent forty days and forty nights-®
the mount, when he received the tables of the
from the hand of God, and the same act was réf
ed on occasion of the {ables which were bro*y
During bis continvancein the mount, he *did %
ther eat bread nor drink water ;’ and Lis fast'g}
observed in a wilderness. Elijah also, when he 2§
out of Judes, crossed the river Jordan, and )
forty days and forty nights in that wilderness wh
mount Horeb stood; where Moses had twice
forty days, and where the Israelites were led ab?
a rtate of penance fcr forty vears, |
The general agreement on so many occasions "4
cerning the period of forty days, might probﬂb}y‘
derived from the original I have supposed: but ¥ 4
ever that may be, it could not happen by chdf
and therefore it might well be said, when Chv:;%
period, according to the abundant testimony of
Scripture, being more suitable to the eccasion
any other. As he suffered and rose again ¢ 0™
third day,’ according to the Scripture, so he
‘forty days,’ according to the same Scripturéi i f
the example of Moses, independent of every ?
testimony, would have been thought sufficient to
this, in the opinion of many good judges botb asf
and modern,—("Sir William Jones.)

A word to_‘lbe‘ afflicted.—Dost thou lament th.e ( ’
and mourn the loss of some loved Friend?
think upon the Cross.—Bowles.
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