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The Catholie.

THE WANTS OF THE AGE,
MORAL CULTURE.

1t is worthy of remark that the present
age has learned what no preceding nge
seems to have kaown, that stability of go-
vernment and the happiness of sociesy,
aro greally dependaut upon national wor-
ality.

The historical illustrations of this doc-
trine aro most melavcholy and painful. o
various oges have legislators end philosv.
pliers devised systems ol government,
which, oue after another, have been adopt-

Egypt—Assyna—Greece—-Curthage—-
Rome ! where are these. They have

by one’s purse strings ! as though the sole
design of education wereto convert 8
mah’s mind into 8 machine like a miat,
into one end of which is to be forced the
bullion of knowledge, to come out duliers

Many an undertaking fully equalto thus
dollar and dime theory is perfectly unable
1o discover the worth of those scicnees
which lie at the very bases of civilized
society, and which furnish mast of the
refined nnd exalted pleasures of life,

We cunnot forget, lhowever, the cir-
ed, found wanting, and fail 1o decay,|Cumstances in our political condition
which give 1ise to this money-loving epir-
These circumstances are that unfetier-

ty of performanee : that absence of the

age is so strongly matked.

this.

pateiotism and philanthropy presented {010 the great eﬂ'orls. that are now making
us in the most impressive manner by the to influence the minds of wen, there pre-

the casc of thet wisest of all the kings of
Israel, who, after searching out all know-
ledge, and lcarning all that mortel miud
could know, was forced to exclaim with
sadoess of heart,—'*itisall vonity and
vexation of spirit ¥

It cught ever to be borne in mind by
those whe are laboring so zealously for
the diffusion of what is called ¢ useful
kunowledge,? that, except they also diffuse
the principles of a sound morality, and
take caro to make that morality an inte-
gral pait of every system of education,
they are only accumulating the fiery ele-
ment of future mischief and misery : they
are like the modern Prometheus, Frauken-

whose lack of conscience and moral per-
ception will make him a terror and a curse
to the whole world,

It has been recently said by one of our
most distinguished citizens that our colle-
gute institwtions do kittle for the promotion
of a sound morality. My own limited
observation and personal expericnce con-
firm this remark. The system of teach-
ing therein pursued so generally, neglects
the culture of the religious naturc—the
systems of police, of supervision over the
conduct of students, is so lax or so clum-
sy, and the course of study and reading is
so certain to cultivate tastes and feelings
hostile to the spirit of Christianity, while
the[contact and companionship of so many
thoughtless, impetuous and passionate

multiplied forms, are most industriously
circulated.  On tho other haud, the extor-
nals and practices of tho chureh are so de-
cayed ng the present time, that it is even
difiicult to point out to the inquiror afier
truth any place where he can behold the
rites of the church celebrated with the an.
cicnt solemnity.

It is only by communing with the spirit
of past ages, as it is developed in the lives
of the holy men of old, and in their won-
derful monuments and works, that we can
arrive at o just appreciation of tho glories
we have lost, or adopt tho necessary means
for their recovery,

It is now, indeed, timo to bLreak the

perished like the visions of a night that ed freedom of t‘3onghl and action, \\'hi‘ch stein, clothing with life and energy a being! chains of Paganism which have enslaved
is passed !—penished for the luck ofpopu-!”""“'s every mind unhnnted range of iu-
Lir virtue; and from their sepulchres isl\-ennon, andevery hand unmeasured liber-
heard the voice of wisdom and warning. 'Y € . X

Every form of government hae, alike, | distinctions ofrank and bitth \vh‘lch always
been the vicum of poputar corruption— renders more honorable the dnstmcuons: of
but the progress of decay has been rapid wealth tln}t boundless field of.enterpnsc,
i exact proporion to the popular ele. and those mt-xhz.msmble matcrlulsj of pro-
ments incorporated into each; so that, |fitable labor, which are the peculiar gifts
while (he geueral iesson of decay is sufl- of a new world, and finally, that wonder-
cicatly awful, its special application to a ful spirit of °°f"bi"°“°“|-‘°r “PP])'if‘K sci-
government and insutuiions so populur ns’ence lo practical purposes, by which the
ours, is yet more impressive !

Coincident with the teachings of history These circumstar.ces who would change?
are the maxims of modern political science, | Bul who does not see that to counteract
which inform us that in the book of God’s { heM all will require o moral energy ofno
Revelation to man are contaned the only ramall degree, a moral cffost of no ordina-
principles that can ensure national stability | Y pewer? Doral culture alone can do
and happiness.

Iere then we find the united clomms ¢f, 10 our prevailing system of educaiion,

the Christians of the last throo centuries,
and diverted the noblest powers of their
minds from tho pursuit of truth to tho re.
production of error. Almost all the re-
searches of modern antiquaries, schools of
painting, national museums and coMlections
have only tended to corvupt taste and poi-
[son the intellect, by seuting forth classie
{art as the summit of exellence, and sub-
i stituting mero natural and sensual producs
tions in the place of the mystical and di-
vine.

[ Befucotrue taste and Christian feclings
can be revived, all the present and popu-
lar ideas on the subject must bo utterly
changed. Men must learn that the peri-
‘od hitherto, called dark and ignorant far
excelled our age in wisdom, that arl ccased

young men, is so sure to create and con- | when it is said to have been revived, thas

firm vicioushabits, that no parent who has
passed through this fiery ordeal, can with.

jsuperstition was piety, and bigotry faith,
The most celebrated names and characters

conditiun of wur fellow men. The ne.v3'!s an enormous error—the neglect of| out trembling, commut his son to the samo
cessity of moral culture is also demoustea- jthet part of the mental coustitation which| gangers and temptations. {1y known, and the famous edifices of mo-

ted by some of the peculiaritics of Ameri- 15 called the heart—the moral affections. Cowper, tn lis Tyrocinium, has descri- | dern Europe sink into masses of deformi-
can character : for examjle Ly that sordid| By 8 very large class of society the in-|y09

must give place to others at present scarce-

propeusity which is coutinually dening us tellectual powiers alone, are deemed (it
subjects of cultivation; and therefore the
understanding, the meniory, the imagina-
tion, and the taste are carefully educated,
while every wild passion that degrades
anua debases, is left to flourish in native

mto all kinds of enterprize and money-
making speculations, and which has at-
tracted the regard of travellers from abroad
as a vational trait,

Urged on by the nationel passion the
multitude gatherabout the altar of mam-

wom, while the altars of the living God
are descrted or desecrated. The great
golden imsge commands almost universal
iolatry.  We seem to be impelled by the
same spirit that moved the Alchemists of
the middie ages : and not the ardor which
inspired these cothusiustic explorers of
the arena of nature along the thorny
path of their investigations exceedsd that
which animates themass of our fellow citi-
708,

Behold the strength and danger of (his
base passion for wealth manifested in
its mfizenie upoa our modes of education.

In most of our literary institutions its
influence s sadly visible.  Every vranch
of study is cstimated by its conuexion
with the grapd business of accumulation,
a connexion which we cvery day hear
mentinaed upder the pame of *practical

This ertor, whose selfish and unphil-
osophical character I will endeavour to
show, demeands from the friends of the race
increased exertions in the cause of mors!

The error is selfish inasmuch as it at-
tends solely to the happiness of tho indivi-
dusl, and takes no thought for society at
large, It assumes the proposiiion that
the pupil is made happy by intellectual
culture, well knowing at the same time
that moral cultivation is most essential to
the welfare of 3 community.

It is unphilosophical—for individual en-
joyment is rot, in fact, drawn from thein-
tellectual part of our nature.
keart,—by which is determined the happi-
uess or misery of every thinking being ;
and unquestivnably the misery of the great
chief of fal'en ~pirits is va:tly aggravated

value,” a capl expression that has con-
sigued many a noble science tovulgar con-
tempt, and many a god-like genius to star-
vation. Heace the common enquiry of
what henefit i3 Latin and Greek?
study abstract sciences, or mathe:natics |of Moses upon thoso fountaine, and turns
veyond vulgar fractions?  As though lear-|its gall to sweet. If we would find the

mag and ingellectual discipline were to be strongest possible proof that knowledg:
valued by the pence-table, or measured!alope confera not Lappiness, let us look at

Why

by the almost infinile grasp avd compass
of his facultics. The heart is the fountain
of woe or bliss. In an uncultivated con-
dition it ig like the bitter wells of Marah
in tho desest ; the discipline of education
operates upon it Lke the healing power

schools, and colleges, iu language familiar
to many and cxceedingly applicable to
similar institutions in our minds. There
must be o vast change in these establish-
ments before we can confidently regard
them as the nurseries of either piety or
good morals:  And yet tho men therein
educated have been, and are, and must,
on account of their intellectual discipline
and learning, the leaders of public opin-
jon—they who shape and color the gene-
ral character of the community,

Most fervently do I pray that the de-
sired reformation may speedily be effected
in theso semmaries of learning.—ZLrom
the Ladies® Book.

CTONTRASES;

Or, a Parallel between the Noble Edifices
of the Middle Ages, and corresponding
Buildings of the Present Day.

[From a Rovisw of tho Tablet ]
MEANSOF RESTORATION.
Ir men could only be led to view Cutholic
truth, not as she appears at the present
time, not as she is distorted hy popular
prejudice, but in ber ancient solemn garb,
what immense results might we not expect !
The ordinary ideasin England of Catlio-
licism (the pure faith of the merciful Re-
deemer) arc associated with faggots, racks,
inquisitions, tortures, daggers, poiconing,
and all the borrors which wretched crafty
politicians haveperpetrated in various sges
under tho name and cloak of feligion ; ac-

 counts of which, under exaggerated and

the moral influenc: of English]ty by the side of the neglected and moul-

dering piles of Cautholic amiquity. If sho
renunciation of preconceived opinions.on
these subjects, and the conscquent loss of
present enjoyment derived frora thewm, be
considered as a great sacrifice, does not
the new and glorious field that are opened
offer far more than an cquivalent? Whai
delight to trace a race of native artists
hitherto unknown, in whose despised and
neglected produciions the most mystical
feeling and chaste execmion are to be found
and in whose beautiful compositions the
originals of many of the most celcbrated.
pictures of more modern schools are to be
traced ; what exquisite remains of the seulp-
tor’s skill lie buried under the green mounds
that mark thesite of once noble churches 3
what oiiginality of conception ond mas-
tcrly execution do not the details of many
rural and parcchial churches exhibit l—
There is no nced of visiting the distant
shores of Greece and Egypt to make dis-
coveries in art.  England alone abounds.
in hidden and.unknown amiquitics of sur-
passing interest. What madness, then,
while neglecting our own religious and na-
tional types of architectura and art, to
worship at the revived shrines of ancient
corruption, and profane the temple of 2
crucified Redeemer by the architecture
and cmblems.of heathen gods. The Pagan
monster, whis h has ruled so lung, and with
such powerful sway over the intellects of
mankind, is now toutering to its fall ; and

although its. growth is too. strong, and
its hold too powerful to bo readily over~




