THE CATIHOLIC.
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soths every other degree of merit, homage, andfidelily to perpetuate this satutary institution, Tra-|
adoration, due to the -upreme being; indecd; ishe :dilion, obscure, upun some poiuts of ancient dis-
not the sacrifice by excellence, alone worthy of i cipling, presents with tegard to this oblation, a
iiearing that name, alene capable of comprising all succession of doctiments, the most luminous, and
sts effects?  And allthiseven, isbut a small part) the best substantiated. Wo have the testimony of|

. the properties which the Fathers and holy Doc- ;St. Paul, who transmitted to the faithful of Corinth

wors of the Church, have in all ages attributed to thoLlhe invtructions which he had received from thel)
sacrifice of the Mass; but let us take a summary;, Lord himselfs wo have the umted testumony of|

view of these different prerogatives, in order to) Apostles, Disciples, Pontiffs, and Martyrs; the!
wrm some adequate idea of the dignity and import- |, Doctoss of the church have, from age to age, spo-|

amee of this oblation,

H PLACL.

1tis offered in every place, accordingto the ce-
Yeprated praphecy of Malachas. * In every place
thereis offered tomy name a clean offering.”
Malach. 1, 10. Wherover the church of Jesus
Chirist extends, wherever his name is adored, or bis

religion and morality practised, an order of minis-}

ters, consecrated by the same unction, inheritors of]
the same powet, and invested with the same cha-
racter, address the same supplications to the Al-)

mighty and present the same oftering,and pour forth

the blood of the same atoning victim.
Nations, however disunited by diversity of cli-
iute, or distinguished by variety of laws and cha-

-acters, arc on this point united. They form here,

nclow that marvellous concordance which St. John
beheld in spirit in the Isle of Patmos, when he saw
vmighty multitude which no man could number,
-peaking the same language, clhaunting the same
canticle and exclaiming in united voices of loud
and triumphant jubilation: holy, holy, holy, Lord
tiod of Sabaoth! honor, glory and dominion be to,
him who reigns in the highest heavens, and to the
L.omb who was immolated for the salvation of his
people!

1T IS A SACRIFICE OFFCRED AT ALL TIMES.

Itmay be said that this sacrifice is offered atcach
hour of the day, since the diversity of climates, and
the varied revolutions of the luminary thatenlight-

1S A SACRIFICE OFFERED IN vERY, sanlly renew and perpetuate herein tune, tillit shall

. practices as correspond to its incflable sanetity,
"unite themselves 1o anoblation which has their sal-

en of this as a perpetual sacrifice, an universal!
,oblation, a mystery, which the church shall inces-l

,be consummated in cternity.

IT IS A SACRIFICE DESTINED TO EFFACE ALLOUK
sINS.

We have no longer necd of the blood of Lerfers,
orof the emissary guat; we no bnger ground vur
justification upon the sprinklings which were made
by t..e high priesty we are nut obliged to seek «
separate victim to efface cacl particular stam; we
possess in the vnly victim wluch 15 immolated up-
on our altars, a superabundance of merit, which
extends toall the maladies of our souls. The
woundsof our pride are healed by  the, wonderfu
humility of Jesus Christ; the affected delicacy of

IT IS A SACRIFICE THAT SHALL LNDURE TO
END OF AGES.

The Church has power to vary  her discipline,
in order, to micet the cxigencies of particular times
‘and circumstances; she may abolish in one age
what would have been piously observed inanother,
because the dispositions or the nccessities of her
children have undergone a change; but sheis al-
ways uniform as to the cssentials of the sacrifice;
she cannever suffer these to be altered; undj when
she hag occasion to add any prayers to the liturgy,
she is always careful to preserve mast sacredly the
dogma of the mystery in its original purity, in or-
der thatthe faithtul of cvery age may, {by such

vation for its object, and the glory of God for its
essential end.

iT 1S A SACRIFICE OFFERET FOR ALL OUR NECES-
SITIES.

Itis not onlya sacrifice offered fur all our neces-
sities, but isdesigned moreover by its very institu-
tion to obtain for usevesy kind of grace. Graccs
| that are spiritual—which consist in contrition of’
heart, detestation of sin, and love of justice; it 1s
from this sourcc that the Christian derives vigil-

ance, fidelity, and power, to accomplish all the

<HE
|

ens our system, seem to have been determined for| commandments; it is here that he finds consolation
no other end than to perpetuate this august obla- 'l under all his afllictions, repose amidstall the . tu-
tion; for when we cease in this quarter of the globe || nults of his soul, and counsel in alt his preplexities;

| it is here that he acquircs force against temptation,

10 offer the cucharistic victim, other Priestsin othe.
lands succeed us in this awful function. Our can 'and vigilauce against the seductions of flesh and

ticles suffer no interruption; there is no pause from
prayer; and the church upon carth, like that fri-
amphant in heaven repeats incessantly, and is for-
ever magnifying the virtue, honor, and power, that
helong to our God, and to the victim who sanctiii-

1

jied by docility, and not the dictates of unthankful

blood. Graces that arc temporal—for Jesus Christ
disdains net, in this oblation, to present such peut-
ions to his Fatheras have for their object the
{blessings of this life, provided they are accompan-

oth our altars ;avarice. In fine, the universal necessitics of the

I1chur‘ch and her children, the particular wants of
{our fiiends, our relations, aud our neighbors; of our
- superiors, our dependants, our cquals, and even of
our enemics; the consolution, in particular, of those
who have preceded us,and who are groaning for
la season under the weight of divine justice, to-

igethcr with our own personal  necessities, what-
'eyer they may bej—all are iucluded in the merits
of this ablatiun, which Jesus Chirist makes of lum-
.self] and expressed in the prayers that accompany

117 3§ A SACRIFICE TIIATHAS BELN OFI'ERED
SINCE THE ORIGIN OF CHRISTIANITY.

it1s a sacrifice that has been offered  ever since
e onigin of Christianity, that is to say, from the
soment that Jesus Christ delivered that censoling
preceptto his Apostles—¢¢ Do this in remembragze
orime.” St. Luke xxii. 19. Wo can produce
1he imost unequivocal evidence to show, that since
:hat memorable period, the apostles and their suc-
<essors have evineed the most constant zeal and fi-

LY

our feelings, by the life of scelusion and of penit-
ence 1o which he condecended 10 subject umself:
our attachment to the goods oftlus hife by that state
of deprivation and of universal sclf-denial wineh he
was pleased to undergo; our salliesof stemperate
rage, by the meehness of the Lamb which s led
unresisting to our altars; our enmuty, hatred, and
desires of revenge, by the function which he Lere
continually exerciscs, of mediator and} concihator;
our irreverence and indecency in his tomple, by
the profound adoration whichhie here :en
his Father; that crowd of distractions which assas
usin the house of prayer, by the supplicution whe:l,
this powerful intercessor never ceases to offerin
our regard. It is from the recesses of his taber-
nacle, more cffectually than from any other situa-
tion, that he addresses us in these accents of con
solation: “Come to me all you thatare heawaly lad-
en with the weight of your miscries,and I will re-
lieve you.”

St

IT IS A SACRIFICE IN WINICH THE MLMBERS
OF THECHURCII MILITANTPARTICIPATE,

It isa sacrifice in which all the members of the
Church Militant pacticipate, whatever be tkeir con-
ditionin life, whatever be the nature of the duties
they fulfil, It is from thisinexhaustiblc source that
the minister of the Gospel iubibes the spirit of the
pricsthood; the warsior, intrepidity in the field; the
magistrate the true spirit of the laws; the rerchant,
uprighiness and probity; the artizan, acfivity and
perseverance; the spouse, gentleness and love; the
father, vigilance; the child, docility;the virgin, pu-
rity and Christian modesty. In all the fierce con
flicts which the church maintains against the ene-
mies of her faith and her morality, it is bere that she
holds in reserve those arms that protect her under
their most violent assaults; hence itis that her mar-
tyrsderive their fortitude under torments; her con-
fessors, liberly in the profession of their faith; ber
doctors, light to instruct their flocks, and confound
the presumpticns of heresy; her penitents, humility
and contrition; her faithful children, in every state
of life, a spirit of fidelity toaccomplish her precepts
hence it is, that the heart and the mind are fille@
with vivifying grace; that the passions are snbdued
the inclinations changed, and the desires of the
heart rectified; here, in fine, it is, that Jesus Christ
renders himself all to all, and, like the presiding
soul, breathes spirit and animation through all th¢
members of his mystical bedy.

»the sacrifice.
1
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