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it down from dictation. I could not maka head or tail of it, and I
fancy if it were printed it would read very nuch liko Ayer's Ahsa-
unc. Then tu enliven the proceedinigs ie hnd nu end of bad teinper
and scolding. I rernember a young lady gavo a correct answer but
added sornething at the end that rathrspoiled it. " Ther you go,"
cried the revurend gentleinan, " liko a cow that gives a poil of milk
and then kicks it over?" To a student vho sat zcar me oune day,
ho renarked, "Dons't open your mouth so wide, Mr. D- , or
wo siall see what you lad for breakfast."

Mr Editur, I arn not ungrateful te the teachers I have had who
treated me liko a hunan boing, and did ever so little ta encourage
me and lip mie along. But it is very hard now to ansother tesent-
ment against tho sham that wasted a lot of my time for nothingnnd
worried me for ialf a year with snubbing and scolding, instead of
teasching tho subjects he was paid te teach. Surely Mr. Rus and
Dr. McLellan must iave sorne idea of this niiserablo failure. If not
it is time the students let then know a fev of the particulara. I
hope the JouitAL will agitate the question till a better statu of
thitiga conies about. I hopu I have nut made this letter too long
and that you will give it a place in your next issue.

Yours truly, Ay Ex-NOBALITE.

eprtial 4rticles.

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION.*

DY nON. DONALD FEROUSON.

As in nearly all other reforms, tho advocato of agricultural
education muat centre bis hopes on the rising genoration, and we
bave not begun a day te soon to teach the children in our
achools tho clements of agriculture. When the day lias arrived
when all our teachers ara qualified to giv a instruction in tie cle-
monts of agriculturo, and wien the boys and girls who graduate
from our common schools ara tauglit the first principles of the
profession vhich most of ther aro destinsed to follow for aliving,
a bound will be made in tho way of progress of which we can
now form but little conception, and the public school teacher wili
rise to the full dignity of his calling. And the work of oduca-
tion commenced in the school will go forward on the farm. The
boy who lias mastered the first principles of agricultural 'ciem-
istry at school will bo ablo to understand and appreciato mor
advanced vorks with his advancing years. His studios will go
en, hand in hand with his work, and as ha finds himself able ta
master diBiculties, lie will acquire a confidence in himsecif and a
pride in his profession. What is the reason that so largo.a pro-
portion of the sons and daughters of farmers manifest so strong
a distaste for their fathors' calling ? It is, I believo, because,
with most of thom, thoy are only brouglt in contact with theo
nost uninteresting and repulsivo work of tho farm. Tiey soe

in farm employment uothing 'but a life of drudgery before them.
Teach them that a pure bred Durham, or Jersey, or Ayrshire,
well cared for, eau bo sold as readily for liundreda. ir even thou-
sandas cf dollars, as a scrub eau for twenty or thirty; toach thern
that butter can bo made which will sell for fifty cents, or per-
haps a dollar a pound, as casily as the cominon article vill bring
twehty cents, and with no increase of labor. Teach thom that
success in farming docq net all depend on liard work ; but that
skill will as suroly carn its reward in agriculture as in other call-
ings, When our boys are thut tauglt, tiey -will gladly remain at
home, asot as more " cucumbers of th ground," but as skilful
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producors. and then wa may hopi to se Prince Edward Island
takco the froql rank as an agricultural country, whicht nature de-
signed that it should occupy.

The object of education is two.foli-tie training of intellect
and the giving of facilities-and tho best systemi of caucation is
that which tutrs ont in the fields of the world tho ruost skilfnl
workmen, supplied with the best tools. How far tocs the Pub-
liè School System of Prince Edward Island accord with this ideal
is a subject well vorth considering. Wiilu it may be admittcd
that the curriculum of our schools is well adapted for the train-
ing of mind, it may well bo ashed if th education imparted in
our higher schools should not partake of a more practical char.
acter.

It may be replied that this instruction is eminently practical,
inasmuch as it forms part of the cducational training cf com-
iercial and professional men. Such reply fully admits the force
of the objection, and as agriculturists greatly outuumber all
other professions put together, in like proportion should the edu-
cational training of fariners preponderate in the curricula of our
higier scionls. A troc is known by its fruits, aud systems of
education must bo judged by their results. And liera Imust ex-
press my conviction tlat a ialse idca of life is toc oiten formet
in our higher schools, and their tondency is te wean young men
away frein the farm. Tie ambition of ninoteen-twentioths of
tho toechers, and tha atmosphere of the school, lead in other
directions. The result is that a medley of youths, whose natural
place is at the plougi, or in the workshop, are pitclforked into
professions already full to overflowing, thero ta engage in a
strugglc, in which, by the process of '.' unnatural selection,"
there is net even the satisfaction arisiug from being assured of
the " survival of the fittest.'

But our schools are not wholly responsiblo for tse false idea of
life which is presented ta tho mind of the young. A nativo of
the Island scarcely aver obtains a situation in the United States
of greater importance than a school trusteeship with us; but
our newspapers proclaim, with many liourishes, the' success of
another " Islander abroad." If a studont from the Island wins
a prizo in a Dominion or American College, no matter how slight
tie coupetition or low impractical the study, the never-failing
paragrapher ieralds the achievement as a marvellous success.

Even a man at home who, with, it may be, little education and
less capital, but a superabundance of cheek, determines te make
a living by reckliess speculation, is complimented and flattcrcd ;
.while the unassuming producer, who, by his intelligence and in-
dustry, adds ta the public wealth, is comparatively unnoticed.
With such falso ideas held out beforo them, is it any wonder
that farmers' sons resolvo ta leave the Island, and go into more
attractive employments ? They sec nothing before themr on the
farm but iard, monotonous and unopprcciated work, and they
want te b doctors, or lawyers, or merchants, or anything that
will keep their hands soft and white, and securo for them a re-
spectable position in society.

And those who do remain at home cannot wholly repress the
unbidden sigh, as they sec their schoolmates and brothers enjoy-
ing present riches, and living lives of apparent case. Time ill
surcly bring its revonges and dispel the glamor through wbich
such distorted views of life are now obtained. The farmer may
live ta sec the merchant bankrupt, the doctor without patients,
and the lawycr pushed aside in his profession by younger and
more aspiring rivals. Tako my word for it, in the cnd it will ba
found that th farmer, who skilfally practises his calling, 'lias
chosen the botter part," and that lie can most favorably compare

1 notes with oven th most successful in the other professions,


