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swommodities, then the English market prices
would rule the market prices here, and a duty
on American produce would be a matter of
wiflmg moment. It 13 needless to occupy much
spaco with this subject, but we shall, at all
fimes, fecl it to be our duty to guard the true
interests of this naturally fine country, by
pudlishing plain unsophisticated facts.

NRGLIGENCE AND ERRORS IN
AGRICULTURE.

1 propuse a8 a very proper subject for your
jowmal, to point out some of the negligence
and errors that farmers allow themselves to
Wdulge in or commit. I have often thought,
wad still think, that onc of the most useful
yeriedicals that could be published, would be
ene {or the correction of errors, called, if yon
please, ¢« Erratur.”  Scarcely less valuable,
may I not eay even more valuable, would be
the ¢ Detector of Negligence ;” butif both were
combined, who can concaive of the value of
sach a work to the farmer? But enough of
introductory ; Iet us procecd to the discussion
of the subject.

1 believe farmers lose as much by nezligence
as by bad cultivation. Let me illustrate:
Whenever I hear a man complain that his
Tounds are overrun with thistles, with ox-eye

aisy, wild carrot, chess, nut grass, &c¢., &¢.,
{ at'once say to them, there was a time, and
that not long ago, when you might have pre-
vented this evil with five minutes labour.
¥WWhen you first savw that villainous piant on
your land, there were but onc or two, or half
% dozen, and you could have destroyed them
with a dock extractor or hoe in a few minutes,
but you neglected the opportunity. The next
year their sceds were scattered over every field,
and yon might even then, by a few hours
exertion, have exterminated the whole family ;
but now their name is legion, and your small
force is inadequate to their extirpation, except
at the expense of atleast a season’s crop. This
1 notall. Your more carsful neighbours, on
wrhose grounds a vicious weed was never seen
to grow before, are out with theirweed-hooks,
%c., endeavouring to destroy a noxious weed
that they find springing up in all parts of their
Sields from the seeds lown from your fields,
and wondering whenee they come. Would
you do justice to yourself and to all your
neighbonrs? In all your walk<aver your tields
carry in your hand a weed-hook, with such
fiztares on the ends as will enable you to pull
up a narrow Jeaf dock by the roots, and never
allow one of these or any other noxious weed
to sland one minute after your first discovery
of it. Do not, as many negligent farmers do
when they see a weed of this hind, pass on,
mying to yourself, «I will send a hand to
destroy this thing, on my return to the house.”
That is not the way to destroy it.  You may
and most likely will forget it, on your return
to the house; the hand may not be able to find
itz he may notdestroy it effectually, if he does
find it; he may not look for it, (because the
land is not his, the crop to come isnot his, he
is sure of his month’s pay at all events, he has
no interest in its destruction.) In all your
walks over your farm, let the staff in your
hand be a well constructed weed-hook ; you
can walk as welland protect yourself as well
with such a staff or can? us with any other.
Now this is the way to rid yourself of all
noxious weeds, of mther to prevent their formi.
dable appearance. Begin at_the beginning,
with these pests, or with anything else.  Put
2 new wail in that panel, in placeof that rotten
one yonder; doit now,don’t wast tll the broken
il Invited-some strdy amirgal to leap into your
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other rails. Take a spade and dmin oft’ that
pool of standing water in your wheat field
yonder, and as you go along cue off’ that sum-
met sprout or young shoot that is just starting
tiom the tnnb ot that apple tree, that favourite
tree of yours, and mind, hereafter, don’t let
such things grow on any of yourtrees. Tuke
a small spade aud dig up all, every one, ol
those butter cups, (Ranunculus bullose,) 1
your cow and pheep pastures, and as soon as
?'ou see a single plant of that })oiwnous plant
\ereatter, destroy it instantly.  Don’t you know
itis one of the most deadly poicons to cattle
that can be found. It does not hill, it is true,
at once; but itis a slow poison, and ultimately
kills any ordinary animal that eats it; besides,
it poisons the milk of cows, and is supposed
to be the cause of the ¢ milk sickness of the
west,

Erors in farming or agricullure, are as
numerous as instances of negligence, and even
as deleterions. That was a capital error of
yours, sir, in supposing that because you had
a thin soil with a clay substratum, you must
not plow decp. Why, my dear &ir, if ten
years ago you had begun to plow deep, you
would at thus time have had a deep, =oil, instead
of thisthin skin that s made shll thinner evesy
tme you scrateh it.  Plow deeply, as deep as
you can, every ume you plow, aud in a few
years you will have no reason to complain of
short crops from drouth, or of winter killing
from hard winters, nor of short crops from an
thing else. Don’t try too mauchof 1t ! Try afl
new thags in a small way. If you had tried
butoneacre of thatnew spring wheat, and kept
trying one acre till you found it to be, or not
to be, what it was cracked up to be; or if you
had tried but one bushei £ those new potatues, |
tor two or three years in successivn, of if you
had tried aquarterof an acre of that new Span-
ish clover, till you had found out what it was
worth—if you had done all these, you would
not now be complaning of loss by experiments.
Go upon, in all cases, the wise proverh of
Solomon, or St. Paul, I forget which, « I'ry all
things, and hold fast that which isgood.” But
Solomon or St Paul, whichever 1t may have
been, meant that you should “try all things™
m a small way, until you found them « good.”

Errors 1 judzment are so numerous, su
universal, thatis difficult to pointout examples ;
there are so many of equal importance. that we
can hardly choose which to take; but that
farmer yonder who throws his stable manure
out of the window of his stable, on the side of
the hdl, and allows it to remain there from
month to month, to be washed by every rin
and bleached by every day of sunshine, com-
mits not a greater error than he who purcha-
ses manure at a distance, employs teams and
hands 1o haut it to the farm, all at a heavy
expense, and at the same time overlooks, or
omits toavail himself of, the numerousgources
of manure that are stating him in the face

« My father hilled his corn, and made good
crops,” says one; forgeuting, asit would seem,
that his father's land was new and could
«stand any thing.” <1 have the tallest corn,
and will have the greatest crop of any in these
parts,” says a Saratoga county farmer who had
obtained some seed of the tall southern com,
in a tour last year to the south; forgetng, or
not having recollected, thateorn that may make
a good crop mn the south, will not necessarily
do so in the nurth, until the first of October
nipped all his prospects in the milk.  He had
not duly considered that plants have therr
climates as all things have therr seasons.

But I must bring my discoutse o a close,
and will do so by a summary illustrative corol-
ary : Two white willers, or moths, entered
the gardens of two citizens in the amming s ane,
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of course, in exch. The owwer of guchk re

den was_present, and each saw the little.reas”
tures.  One of the citizens instantly ¢aught
and killed the insect; the other aliowed it to
paxs on, paying no attention to it. In mide.
summer, the garden of the first cilizen wan
free from caterpillars; that of the other way'
completely denuded of foliage, with bugs and
offensive insects on every shrub and plant.,
«Why," says the latter to the former, * how
happens it that you have no caterpillars, while
my garden is devoured by them 2 « ¥ killed:
the first muller,” says the former,  you let it
live, lay ats 600 eggs, which in two wecks
tumed out 500 caterpillars, and then in their
tumn, in a few wecks, cach 560 more, and sé
on Ull you have your millions of insects, st
I have none.-—-_/!lzan i Cultivator. '
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GYPSUM OR PLASTER.

Gypsum is the third principal salt of lims whichi
oxerts a powetful influence on plants, and is the
most valuablo of all our mineral fertilizers. Mueh
vatioty of opinion has been entertained respectivg
the manner in which it exerts its influence or pras
duces its efiect on plants ; and these opinioos can
scarcely be said to be harmonised, even at the
present ume.  Dacy was iaclwed to consider it &
ditect food for the plent, as it is fourd, to some
extent, in those plants on which it exerts the most
power. Chaptel referred its pover to its siimu-
ladug wgency om jlants prcduced by its action
when dissolved in water, Liebig ascribea its valus
to giving a fixed condition to the nitrogen oremmo-
nie which is broughtinto the soil, and is indispensa-
ble for the nutition of plante. Dane, to the aciion
of lime and acid of which the gypsum is composed
on the organic matter and silicates of the-soil.
tle says: **It seems almost incredible zhat se
manutoe a portion of mineral can act at alls ym
how b-auulully is the result explained by the prin-
ciple ihat plants drcomposo first this salt § tbe
lime, (for plaster is a sulphate of lime), then agts
on geine, which s thus rendered soluble; whife
the ucid, (the cil of vitriel or sulpkuric acid;)
immediately acts on silicates.” It sccros vél
probable that no single ore of these suppoaiticgs
will ke found able to acetunt in full for the-action
ofplacter. That of Dr. Dava appearsto opproséh
né nearly to o solution as any of them, if we
extend his term ** silicutes” 50 28 te embrace those
combinations furmred Ly the unian of the acid of
the gyprum with the ammonis, after its separation
from the lime~. :

Tf ihie nction of plaster was due to s fixing am-
monia alone, 1hen it onght to be tqually efficieht
at all times srd places, which it cerjainly is ndis
or if it atted direcily as nutriment, thicn its aciion
would be as constant us that of rotted manyte br
compest, which farmers well know 15 mor the
case.  Plaster does rot act as usefully in thevicin-
1wy of the sce, as 1 the interior; axd on Reavy
wet soils, is scarcely feltat sll,  Light sandy soils,
ot loamy caes, are those on which plaster acts.the
most senaibly 5 and clover, lucerne, potatoes, cab.
bages, and the leguminous plants, such as pess,
vetehies, &c., are thd vepetabies enwhich it cxzts
the most powerfut influence. Ttia rguch valved
as a dressing for wheat, not so much, perhaps, for
ite direct action on that plant, alihough that isnot
tifling, as forits «ffect on the growth of the clover
ond other grass seeds. usually, in wheat cosntiyes,
sown with this crop. Somorkedis tho iifluence’ it
exertsin this respect, that plaster, clover and v geat
are always nssocrated in the mind of the n.gm nje-
ccseful wheat groners ; and steuiseis thy most exténs
siveinthe bestwheat growing distrlety of our cova-
uy. Inihe mindsof many, aseiscless prejudice bas
existed egainat Vlaster, on tho grourd thst 5i-de
more spece-liy exhguats the soil, and thatthe beavy
crops nt fint obtamed wete 1o price of ruided
fa,rms. 1t i« doubiless truo that the man who wics
praster on tus fatm, whotakes from his soils.albe
can ged, and returrs nothing to them, will socn
find his soils wonthless convghs  Flo who integds
to farm it in this way, should avoid Plaster 1’“"
ietany farmer altemato whese und ejover § ;'.usfshnd
ard apply his mavures; ferd off Bis clover inhis
ficlds, or 1o hik stock in their sialis s Tet B Ree
spare bis grasx sces. inscedingy, or v plasifdin
drcssin;(.’dnr.d hméwmt‘—:ll neveryun 2osn.: SQch
men nted not Qar Platen— or 8l Bl
Favagow Maxuris, ¥ GelerdaiTricy



