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the Province, and Mr. Dawson's ser-
vices retained as its rrincipal, in place
of allowinghim to leuve the Province
in order that he might develope the
latent resourses of his mind.

However, if Nova Scotia has forgot-
ten him, he has not forgotten it, forwe
find him at the late Burns’ Ann.veryary,
giving ash s n otto :—

«“Nova ScoTta—THERE 1s VIRTUR IN
EVERY Laxn—Ocr Natron's Mission—
Bunns’ Exa—I regard it as no small
honor to be ealled on, upon this ocea-—
sion, torepresent the land of Bumns,
moreespecially as, though by parentage
a Scot, the place of my birthis not Old
Scotia, but that little British Ameriean
peninsula which has the boldness to call
itself the New Scotland of this western
world ; end since I have but few oppor-
tunities of speaking or behalf of the
country dear to me as the kmd of my
birth, I may be permitted to say that
Nova Scotia is not unworthy of its
name. It is a province full of the same
intelligence and energy and manly virtue
that distinguish old Scotland, possess-
ing neaily the same natural recourses;
and it now holds forth its hand to grasp
that of its great twothur Canada, in
friendly union,—a countryworthy to be
one in the brotherhoo 7 of British Ameri-
can rations. But thoughnot by birtha
Scotzman, I ama Scot in nearly cvery-
thing else—my mncarest friends and
dearest connexions are of thatland. I
would not, however, be led away by the
narrow-minded disposition to exalt
Scot!land. or any land indeed, above
others. In every country and among
every people there iz sonwething to be
admired. The old Fgyptians, three or
four thousand vears ago, sy venersted
theremnins of their propbet Mizraim,
whom they worshipped under the name
of Osiris, that they hacked his body in
pieces, and distributed these relics tobe
laid up in state in every city in Egypt.
It is just so now with the common stock
of beauties and virtues that onece graced
perfect man. They are to he found
scattered among every pcople under
heaven—every one has & share, none has
all—and they cannot be reunit- d, except
by the spirit of Christianity, arising in
the kingdom that is to come. 1 hold,
too, that the great nation of which
Scotchmen form ro s 1 part hasmuch
of this to a~complish. Penetvating with
its influer.ce nearly the whole rayth—

mighty with the people of every clime—
it seeks everywhere to free them from
the shackles in which they have been
bound—to invite them to stand upon
their feet and exercise freely whatever
good gifis God has given them. Thie
is the genius of British freedom, and it
has nothing in common with that proud
and ignerant exclusiveness ot funcied
superiority which has often been, Tam
sure, unjustly attributed to it. But
every nation has still its peculiarities,
and Scotland is no exeeption. The ul-
timate causcs of these we may find part-
lyin the origin of the people, uniting
the warmth and enthuasiasm of the Celt
with the steady energy of the Teuton;
partly in the matural features of the
counzry, so wild and varied; and inits
resources, valuable in themselves, but
requiring the utmost exertion of labour
and skill for their development. ‘e

‘may find it, too, in the influences of

education and religien. Buras lived,
unhappily for himseli, in one cf those
ebhs of the spirit of his country in
which it is difficule 1.1 the bark of a
great mind to find depth 10 float. The
firc and enthusiasm of the Covenanter
hed gied away. The more chastaned
religious zeal of madern times had not
srisens and the poet fell toomuclt into
the hands of scofling and. careless men,
who little represented the true genius of
his country. Had he lived a hundred
vears earlier or ahundred years later,
he would have been & sull greater poet,
Bu, like all true worksof genius, his
poctry rose abeve his time, and he has
succecded so well in expressing the
mind of his countrymen, that his spirit,
nowa century after his birth, in a far
Dbetter time than that in which helived,
that Scotsmen are stirred up everywhere
as by a spontaneous impulse to honour
his name.”

Socran Axp PoLitican IMPROVEMENT,
—Wherever two ormore humau beings
exist, recognizing some relations or du-
ties to each other, there is society ; and
when those relations ex"end to customs,
laws written or unwritten, duties, and
obligations, society, may bLe said to be
more elevated in its sphexe, and more
proaressive in its nature, than those
living in savagism and barbarity,—who
when necessiated, have been known :o
eat their own offspringorabandon their
eaed and decrepit wemnbers to perish by



