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the Province, and Mr. Dawson's se r-
vices retained as its irincipal, in place
of allowing him to leave the Province
in order that ho miglit develope tle
latent resourses of his mind.

However, if Nova Scotia has forgot-
ton him, be lias not forgotten it, for we
find him at the late Burns' Annuvirsary,
giving ash n tto:-

"NovA SCOTtA-TiERE Is VIRTUE IN
rnVERY LAND-OUR N.T1N's MIssION-
BMns' ERA.-I regard it as no small
honor to bo ealled on, upon this occa-
sion, to represent the land of Burns,
moreespecially as, though by parentage
a Scot, the place of my birth is not Old
Scotia, but that little Bëritiýh American
peninsula which bas t" e bolùness to call
itself the New Scotland oi this western
vorld; snd since I have but few oppor-

tunities of speaking or behalf i t e
country dear to me as the land of my
birth, I may be permittedl to say th.it
Nova Scotia is not unworthy cf its
name. It is a province fall of the same
intelligence and energy andi many virtue
that distinguish old Scotland, possess-
ing neaily Ihe same natural recourses;
and it now holds forth its hand to grasp
that of its grent iroth"r Canada, in
friendly uniion.-a comtry wothy to lie
one in tei brotherhoo j of BritishAmeri-
can nations. But thougli not by birth a
Scotsman, I am a Scot in nearly every-
thing else-my nearest friends and
dearest connexions are of that land. I
would not, however, he led away bythe
nlarrow--minded disposition to exalt
Scot!and, or anv laind indeed, above
others. In eiery country and among
every people there is sox.ething to be
admired. The old Fgyp)tions, three or
four thousand ycars ago, se venecrated
theremas of their prophet Mizraim,
whom they worshippe d under the name
of Osiris, that they hacked bis body in
pieces, and distributed these relies tobe
laid up in state in every city in Egypt.
It is just so now ithl the common stock
of beauties and virtues that once graccd
perfect ma. They are to be found
scattered among every pcople under
heaven-every one lias a share, none lias
all-and they cannotbe reun'' d, except
by the spirit of Christianity, mihing ln
the kingdom that, is to cone. I hold,
too, that thi.: great nation of w'hich
Scotchnen form no so i 1 part hasmucl
ofthis ta a--omplish. Penet'ating with
its influer.c'e no:mrlv 'lic wh'oh' rar'h-

mighty with the people of ever'y clime-
it seeks everywhere to free them from
the shackles in which they have been
bound-to invite theni to stand upon
their fect and exercise frcely whatever
good gifts God has givon them. Thi
is the genius of British frepdom, and it
has nothing in conimon with that proud
and ignorant exclusiveness o ftncied
superiority which bas often been, T arm
sure, unjustly attributed to it. But
every nation has still its peculiarities,
and Scotland is no exception. The al-
timate cause s of these ve may find part-
ly in the origin of the people, i.niting
the warinth and cnthu.isiasn of the Celt
vith the steady energy of the Teuton;

partly in the natural features of th-
country, so wild and varied ; and in its
resources, valuable in themiselves, but
iequiring the -utmost exertion of labour
and skill for their development. We
mav find it, too, in the influences of
education and religion. Burns lived,
unhappily for himiself, in one of those
ebbs cf the spirit of his country in
whivh it is difficult fvr the bark of a
great mind to find depth io float. The
tire and enthusiasm of the Covenanter
led died away. The more chastcned
religious zeal of modern times had not
aris-n: and the poet fel too nueh into
ihe hcnds of scofiing and.careless men,
who little represented the true genius of
bis country. Had lie lived a hundred
ycars earlier or a hundred ycars later,
he would have been a btll greater poet.
B3ut, like ail true worh s of genius, his
poctry rose above his time, and he has
succecded so weill in expressing the
mind of his countrymen, that bis spirit,
now a century after bis birth, in a far
botter tine than that in vhich he lived,
that Scotsmen are stirred up cverywhere
as by a spontaneous impulse to honour
bis name."

SOCIAL AND POLITICAL INrRovEMrENT.
-Wherever two or more human beings
exist, recognizing sone relations or du-
ties to each other, there is so.iety ; and
when those relations er-end to customas,
laws written or unwritten, duties, and
obligations, society, may be said to be
more elevated in ils sphere, and more
progressive in its nature, than those
living in savagism and barbarity,-who
when necessiated, have been k;nown -o
eat their own offspringor a'oandan their
r-ge'd nnd decrepit n:'mb'rs to perih by


