172 THE INSTRUCTOR.

This is no fancy sketch,—acotes of examples might bo given by way
of illusiration. Hawever, we aro proud to say that there is a growing
desiro for improvement in almost every community in the couatry; thero
ar~ thousands whe devote a portion of theit time to reading, study, ro-
ftection, observation, and application, the best meanyof cultivating the
mind, ¢onsequently are fit to act whll their part in the great deama of
human existence, for there, says the poet, ail honor lies.

— .
Selling the Poor

1s & common practice throughout the Lower Pravinces. When any of
our fellow-beings, through sickuoe?s, bodily infinrities, or hy any of the
many accidents and misfortunes of life, are brought to wagt, and not able
to support themselves, application is made to the overseers of the poor,
of whom there are three in each parish, for support, when these poor
unfortanate creatures ate advertised to be sold, and auctioned off like
goods and chautels, to the lowest bidder. The purchasers not unfre-
quently ave nearly as poor as those whom they have purchased, aad
ofien are devoid of feelings of humanity ; so that the poor are in many
cases but half starved and half clothed, and treated rather fike brute
beasts thas human beings, Vo

With the Bible in hand directing: us to take care of the poor,—and
all the horrors of southern slavery ringing in our ears, we still go on
yeéar after year, selling the poor as s6 many brute beasts, *

Is it not a disgrace to civilization and the spirit of the age to continue
auctioning’off every year a portian of the human family ?

Who is ther» among us, however wealthy, that may not be imposed
upon in old ag 3, and persuaded to aigr away alt right and title to pro-
perty, and ult mately be driven to beggary; or who may not be forced
to defend''ve tatious laweuits, or by other accidents and misfortunes
loose-ilie ver, means-inteiided to support old age, - .

There are humarotus ways by which property takes unio itself wings
and flies away. The possessors of large estates have often been reduced
to extreme want. ' Suth persons, while in prosperity, wounld be horror-
struck if the thought would once enter ths mind that they. would in old
&g be snid at the auctionécr’s hammer," .

Woe thihk that every parish in the province-has:got scores of persons,
who are fully 'competent to take charge of its poor,-and seethat they
are supplied 'with the actual’ wants of life, without descending to the
dégrading practice, 40 prévalent in our country, of selling the, poor.

This practice has been abandoned long ago in alarge.portion of
Europs,and we do nof remember of readivgof but one:tsibe.of heathens
who sell those who ‘miay ‘have been unfortunate in. not obtaining suffi-
cient méans to suppoit théin in old mye, wud that ‘tribe sells. their poor
1o be slaves for life. -



