
11 THE INSTRU'OPÈR.

This is no fancy sketch,-scores of examples might be given by way
of illustration. However, we mre proud to say that there is a growing
desire for improvement in almost everycommunity in the country; thero
orà thousands who- devote a portion of their time to reading, study, ro-
flection, observation, and application, the best rneancof cultivating the
mind, consequently are fit to act wIl their part in the great drama of
human existence, for there, says the poet, all honor lies.

Selling Ib Poor
lsa à ommon practice throughout the Lower Provinces. When any of
our fellow.beings, through sickneew, bodily infiririties, or hy any of the
maniy accidents and niifortunes of life, are brought to waI)t, and not able
to support themselves, application is made to the overseers of the poor,
of whum there are three in each parish, for support, when these poor
unfortùnate crentuees are advertised to be sold, and auctioned off liko
goods and chattels, to the lowest bidder. The purchasers not unfre-
quently are nearly as poor as those whom they have purchased, and
ofien are devoid of feelings of humanity so that the poor are in rnany
cases but balf starved and hall clothed, and treated rather like brute
beasts than human beings.

With the Bible in band directingi us to take care of the poor,--and
ail the horrors cf southern slavery ringing. in our ears, we still go on
yenr after year, selling the poot aÔss many brute beasts.

Is it not a disgtace to civilization and the spirit of the age to continue
auctioning'oti every year a portion of the haaman family?

Who is ther among us, however wealthy, that nay not be imposed
upon in old ag a, and persuaded te sigz- away ail right and tite to pro.
perty, and uit mately be driven to beggary; or who may not ho forced
te defend ve tatious lawsuits, or by othed accidents and misfortunes
joose-hé verj meaus intedded to aupport old age

Tbee are humeroùs ways by which property takea une iteelf wings
and fies away. The possessoreoflargéestates haveoften been reduced
to extrere .want. Subh persons, while lr piosperity, would be horror-
struck if the thougiù wduld once enter the mind that they. would in old
.agÈ be sold at the auctionèdr's hammer.,

We thihik that every parish in the province-has got scorqs of persons,
who* ae fully'compètent to take chàrge of its poor,-and seethat they
.sre supplief withthe actual wànts of life, without descending to ths
Mgrading practice, ic prevalent in our country, of selling the poor.

This ptactice bas been abandôed long ago in a larg. portion of
Europeand we do ndtfemember ci readiegof but onetribe of heatbens
who sell those who 'may -have beeti ùnfortunate In.net obtaining suffi-
oient méaruÉ té supportKthn iri ôld age, and that ftribe sells their poor
t be 'slves for ire. .


