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CHAPTER

THE Indians were, perhaps, at fîrst ail derived from
one stock. This appears e°xtremely probable, from
a <great similarity of appearance, manners, afid cus-
toms. In these respects, when you have described
any portion of them, you have given .a description of
thenla general. But, no doubt from causes similar to
those which have i'nduced the various- divisions of
other branches of'the human race, they have'been split
off Lnto a great variety of different tribes. I shall not
attempt a datalogue ofthe tribes which have been,. and
might be enumerated. Many tribes which would have
to be included in such a catalogue, are no longerknown,
at least by such denominations. Many bodies are un-
doubtedly extinct, but they were either, many of themy
the same people under another name, as we see exem-
plfied in the Hurons and Wyandots, which are only
two names of'one identical bodv; or a part of a nation
broken off, separated from the main body, by a removal
to a distance, and passing under another name, assumed
from some circumstance; and then, probably, reunited,
or swaIloved up, in some other body. This is seenin
the case. f the Seminoles, which broke off from the
Wyandot tribe, and went south, by the-way of the
Wabash, who,. as the French traders say, speak the
Wyandot language. And undoubtedly the'Missisau-
gahs, Ottawas, Pahtewahtemahs, &c. are branches of
the great body of Ochipwas. The Indian Tribes derive
their distinguishing names from rivers, lakes, swamps,
mountains, &c., and they frequently change -their de-
nomination from a removal to another locality. The
term Missisaugah, (to whòm the Credit Indians belong,)


