xvi  ENTRY OF THE MINSTRELS.
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We be also of the Minstrelsy; we be Apprentices of
the Muses; Secretaries of Love; Slaves of Beauty;
Apostles of Desire; Disciples of Truth; Children of
Nature ; Followers of Aspiration; Servants of Song.
We be uncrowned kings and queens in the realms of
Music, coming to claim and win our sceptres. Crowns
have been won and worn by others. Admit us.

HERALD.

Nay; ye claim too largely. Whose sons be ye, and
whose daughters?

SECOND MINSTREL.
We be sons and daughters of fathers who were never
cowards, and of mothers who were never ashamed ; who
loved valour and virtue even as their children love music.




