OLD GARTH.

Lucy feltstrong enough for the journey, Tan-
crezleft some ﬁirect}ilgns for the disposal of the
remains of Frink. Berengar's friends saw to the-
. dis of his remaing, ‘Tancred now set forth
with Lucy—a far different companion from the
one with whom she had been of late. and on
her last eventful journey. It was not more than
ten miles to Vicari, and they reached the place
before ¢vening. Here they put up at the hotel.
The next day they reached Palermo. L
“Here Tancred gave to Mrs. Henslowe and
to Pauline Garth’s message. " Pauline heard it
. with feelings “of joy and intense relief.  This
message from his lips was a declaration of his
perfect innocence of the charges laid against
him by her mother. She would sce him in
England. That was enough. .

Mrs. Henslowe had now to explain to Tancred
the true cause of Gartl¥s departure. At- first
Tancred tried to pooh pooh hér charges, but after
further discussion with her he began to feel
- very serious about them.” He could not deny

" that Garth must be Earl of Landsdowne. The

recollections’ of his mother, together with
other incidents within- his owili knowledge, all
combined to make bim feel convinced. that this
must be so. But as to the other statement it
was different. He was acquainted with Lady
Landsdowne, and could not bring himsclf to be-
lieve that she could be the wife of Garth: His
conviction about this arose from his knowledge
of ‘her character and also~ partly from the ques-
tions which Garth severaltimes asked about her.
" These questiops were put wvery innoceotly dnd

* with all the appearance of interest and curiosity.

In an ordinary man such questions would have
meaat nothing, but in Garth they meant that he
knew nothing about her nor wanted to know.
For Garth was utterly guileless and sincere, and

was incapable of any kind of deceit or dissimu-|

lation, even if it amounted to nothing morethan
fei ignorance about something well known
to him, ’
But in the midst of all this Lucy made a reve-
lation of another secret, which was more aston-
ishing to. them than anything else. She had
kept silent for some time, and had made up her
mind to say nothing about it until she should
see Tancred. Now, therefore, the time had

" come, ‘and she told all about the death-bed
declaration of her old nurxe. The discovery
that Lucy.was no longer Lady Lucy Laods-
downe, heiress of the vast Landsdowne estates,
roduced a wonderful cffeet’ on, all of them.

Jpon Tancred the effect was one of unmixed
- pleasure. Although the disparity between them

had been removed by his .own wealth, still he
could pot lielp being swayed by his old feelings;
and to make her his wife now, when she was
only the humble, penniless girl, seemed sweeter
to him than wedding a great heiress. :
Pduline, also, was delighted. Part of her
mother's charge wgs that Garth was the hus
- band of Lady Landsdowne, and also the father |
- of Lucy.. To her the first had becn horrible,
" and the second pre¢posterous. But now this
revelation of Lucy showed thai she was no re
lation whatever to Garth, and Pauline could not
help beleving that, as the latrfr had been so
easily disproved, so would the former be.

Lucy’s information produced upon Mrs. Hens-
““lowe’s mind a'different effect, and léd to an ex-
_pression of opinion which was characteristic. -

“ WeR,” said she to Tancred, ‘“that’ll be all
the better for you, vou-know.”

“Oh, yes,” said Tancred, ** I think it's better
—don't care about. having such a swell for a
wife.” -~ . .

*“Oh, but I don't mean that.”
** Whaiit do you mean?” R .
‘“Why, I mean that you'll be the next heir of
" Landsdowne. , Garth has no heirs.”-
““Oh, bother that.” said Tancred. *‘I don’t
care; I've got as much as I want.” -

' ‘‘Bat there isn't a’g{ reason why you shouldn't

-get the earldom. hen' (Garth has a wife, but

~won’t live with her. Jt's a pity about Pauline;
‘but I hope she’ll getoveritintime. Garthcan't

marry her; aod since she can't besome Lady
. Lan ywne, why, I should like tosee vou Lord
Lan e. And Lord Landsdowne you must

. be, sooner or later, for Garth of course will
‘mever have any heirs.”

cred. o .

. There was no® no reason why they shoild
stay any longer inSicily, and they began. their

. preparations for going back to England. - They
.. merely waited long enough to give to the ladies
-th# rest which they needed, in order to recover

- from the fatigues consequent upon their rocent
tite.  One-week was sufficient for this. Al

&

-understand that,”

‘her. and then upon her visitor.

“¢ Oh, you don’t know about that," said Tan-
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that time they were making preparations for the
return. At first Pauline indulged in a feeble
hope that Garth might ‘be on ‘board the same
vessel, but on embarking she was disappointed,
for she saw no signs of him whatever; for in
fact Garth had hurried off at once to Palermo,
and had arrived just in time Lo catch the steam-
er. He had thusleft Palermo more than & week
before the ladies. : .

Tancred took his party by water in thz P. and
0. Company’s stcamer. The voyage was a
pleasant one, and all looked forward with eager
hope to a return to their native land, which now
was doubly dear to them on account of their

‘bitter experience of foreign lands. . But of all,
none looked forward to a return with such |

bright hoggas Pauline. . -

CHAPTER LXIV. ~
' THE EARIL OF LANDNSDOWNE.

-GARTH arrived in England without any de-
lay, and at once set out for Landsdowne Han.
His purpose in making this visit .was one which
he had communicated to no ofic. Mrs. Hens-
lowe thought that this was a‘*sure proof of his
guilt, and asserted that if he was innocent he
would certainly have said as much to Tancred,
and that he would have confided to him the
fac(sof the case. Tancred scouted his mother's
nsinuations, and asserted that she kne%w noth-
in%about Garth. ' .

arth, meanwhile, kept his own counsel and
followed out his own plans.  The first of these

plans was to reach Landsdowne Hall as soon as

possible andebring matters to a crisis.  Accord-
ingly, hic burried there without delay, and on
reaching the Hall he at once sent in a request to
see Lady Landsdowne. .
- This requegt was answered by the appearance
of Drury. Drury did not recognize
seemed struck by his appearance and impressed
by a sense of his importance. Unable to con-
jecture anything as to the reason of tifis visit,
hecould only think that it might refer to Lucy,
or perhapsto Tancred. He pleaded Lady Lauds-
downe’s ill health as an excuse for her net ap-
pearing in person, and tgied to induce Garth to
confide his. business te him. -

All these statements, however, were abruptly
pushed aside l()i'; Garth, who reiterated his re-
quest to see Lady Landsdowne. .

*Tell her,” said he, **that I have come on
important business referring to events connected
with her first advent to this place. She will

Upon this Drury shrunk back into his boots.
He now felt sure that this mhn was Frink’s con-
federate, who had come to finish his game, and
perhaps to avenge him. There was therefore
nothing more for him to do but to prepare Lady
Landsdowne for this interview. He told Garth
that he would acquaint her ladyship with his

"wishes, and went away full of the darkest.ap-

prehensions.  In such a state of . mind he went
to aequaint Lady*Landsdowne with this new por-
tent. Lady Landsdowne was anable to make
any preparation.  She knew not for what she
was to prepare, and therefore could: only come
down to see this new-comer for herself.

‘In this statec of mind she entered the room.”
full of curiosity and apprehension. Garth had
ndt seated ‘himself, -but ,remained standing

he had amused bimself in looking around. Here
hestood, a tall, rough figure. but with an air of
authority in his face, and dignity in his mien.

‘Lady Landsdowne entered and regarded him

fixedly with the same feeling of apprehension.
Garth greeted her with a cold inclination of his
head, and then regarded ber in silence for some

time, . .- :

Lady Landsdowne looked at bim in the samne
silence, Drury, who came in after her, looked
with dismay at her;, turning his gaze first upon.
1le <aw ler
face grow pale, and still - paler, and a look of
deadly terror «come_ over it, She had recog-
mnized this man, and the discovery had thus
overcome her. What was this? Who was he?
What was he to her? Drury could not answer.,

* Do you know me?" asked Garth, in a harsh
voice. = - i

- Lady Lagdsdowne gasped, and said nothing.

“ Do y3u know me, 1 say,” repeated Garth,

** Answer me; Ann Holder!” . -

|

'

arth, but |

Lin the center of the room, Trom which position !

At the mention of this name Drury turned’

ghastly white, and staggered- back with a start
of terror and a'look of despair. - - .- R
* Yes,” said-the woman, whom he ‘ned.by,

the name ‘* Ann Holder.” She spoke in a
scarce audible whisper.

“ Who anr 127

At this the wretched woman looked wildly
around, and then sunk upon her knees.

“Mercy!” she gasped. ‘‘ Merey, my lord,
mercy!"” : ’ N ) .

“Pooh! nonsensc!” said Garth: Ffirst do
what I say, Answer what I ask, and speak the
truth.” .

* Oh, my lord!” : .

“Who am 1¢” .

** Lord—Lord Garth, my lord; Lord Lands-
downe—Earl of Landsdowne. my lord,” stam-
mered the woman, P
- ** And what. do yeu mean by calling yourself
Lady Landsdowne?” :

The wretched woman groaned.

" Yoy are Ann Holder. You were lady's-
maid to my poor wife, that died nearly twenty
years ago in France. My wife died, and my
child died. and 1, a broken-bearted man, became
a wanderer over the earth. I forgot my country,
and 1 forgot my family, and now 1 come back
at last to find that some one has been living bere
all these years as my widow—personating my
Jost wife, with a false child used to personate
my poor infant: and you—you are the woman.
You, a common creature—Ann Holder—my
wife's maid.” Great canopy of Heaven'”

At this grind climax the woman, who had
been crouching in the daist all along, now col-
lapsed utterly, and fairlv writhed at his feet in
an agony of terror and remorse. Incoherent
words escaped her, prayers for mercy, attempted
excuses, confessions of guilt, deprecations of
R cer. o .

Garth turned away.in contempt. o
- t“Pooh! Get up,” he cried. ** Your offense’
is so abominable. so utterly infernal, that no
punishment is adequate. Burning alive might
do, but tlie law don't allow it. ' Your case is ut-
terly beyond me. If it had been a smaller
offense [ might have had you hanged or trans-
ported for life; but asit’s, I give up. Stand u
Land answer my questionr, and thenif you spea£
the truth you may go.and take this blathering
bumbug with you. Only be careful to speak
the truth.” . .

At this the woman ﬁot upon .her feet, and
stood trembling.. Garth now. asked her a num-
ber of questions which need not be repeated
here. Tlfe “substance, however. may be given,
which will also explain the whole plot.. .

The marriage of‘Garth Landsdowne has al-
ready been spoken of. It was as Mrs. Hens-
lowe said, nor had ber memories been incorrect.

London. _sDuring a visit in the countsy he had .
fallen in love with the daughter of a foor half-
pay officer and 1parried her.  They had gone
off to-France and there lived for some timé. 1n
order to obtain the means of subsistence, Garth
s0ld out of the army. . -His future was'somewhat
cloudy, for there was no prospect whatever of
his inheriting the Landsdowne estates; but he
was young aund hopeful, and _took no thought
for the morrow, -

At length his wife gave birth to a daughter.
Not long afterward she died, leaving Garth ut-
terly. overwhrelmed. For his daugliter's sake,

.

rhowever, he still bore up. But the child was

not long spared to him, for in a few month« she

blow fell with tremendous force upon Garth.
He lost all pleasure in life. By .ome of thosw
impulses common to men of strong passions, he -
went forth info the world at large to seek that
distraction of soul. which may be. more easily
found in lawless communities than in the well- -
ordered centers of civilization. . Hé cut himeelf

completely out of the memory of man.
Xsia, and America became by turns the gcene
of his restless wanderings, am{ at Jast returning
to Europe, he had found in Sicily .a congenial -
sphere of action for his restless spirit.  During
all these years he. heard nothing about the
affairs: of the Landsdownes, even on his
visit 1o Liverpool he did not take sufficient in-

Africa,

them. Circumstances had oceurred, however,
which, if known to him, would: have excited
his deepest interest, especially at the time when -
he was in such need of money. i

At the very time when Garth was meeting
with his deep afflictions, events of immense im- '

'cousin. . Garth never heard of his death. The
next heir was Geovge’s brptber, Paul. Hedied
inike following year. After this, the next heir-

He had been a dashing voung guartlsman of

followed her mother to the gruve. This final -

off altogcéther from his old haunts and vanjshed.

terest in them to make any inquiries about

rtance were transpiring at. Landsdowne Hall. .
he Earl had died. This was George, Garth’'s




