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Friday, February 19, 1909,

RUDGET SPEECH
IN LEGISLATURE

(Continued from Page One).

venue for the year was $5,979,054, and
the expenditure $4,590,873, leaving a
surplus of $1,431,447.

“Perhaps there is no better criterion
of the advance made by the province
than a comparison of the revenue for
the last six years, showing that the
receipts have very nearly trebled in
that period.

1903

1904

1905

1906

1907

$2,009,412
2,597,867
2,874,554
2,992,900
4,338,632

08 (L. vie.s 5,981,372

But the greatest increase of all is
that of the year with which we are
dealing over that of 1907, being above
1 1-2 millions, or nearly 50 per cent.
Sources of Increase

“This increase is the more satisfac-
tory when we consider that it is large-
ly derived from crown properties,
such as lands, timber, minerals and
other sources which point to the ad-
vancement and development of tHe
province and not from increased taxa-
tion. In fact, owing to these condi-
tions we have -been able to make ma-
terlal reductions in the rate .of 'real
and personal property taxes twice in
the course of the last five years (and
this in spite of the fact that fourteen
municipalities have been incorporated
during that period segregating from
the provincial assessment rolls a very
large amount of valuable . real prop-
erty, with the result that the total
amount of taxes collected under the
heads of provincial revenue, ' income,
personal and real propery, were last
year only a little more than ten per
cent, greater than in 1904, when they
constituted over 30 per cent. of the
total revenue and now are only 12 1-2/
per cent., or much less than one half
in proportion, and I hope if all goes
well to be able to announce a still fur-
ther reduction next session.

“To point out this more fully, I will
state what these taxes amounted to

1904—Bal. liabili. over assets,$8,764,412
1906 " ” ”

1’“ ” ” ”»

1%07 ” %4 s

1908 7 o 2 4,226,887
Or in other words our het Habilities
on the 30th June last were .léss than
one-half what they amounted to on the
30th June, 1904.

province on 30 June last
stood at

Against which we
sinking fund

$10,998,146
1,589,588

Leaving the net debt of the
province ... $9,408,608

In 1905 this liability amount- ; .
ed to $11,382,786

Consequently since that per-
fod our indebtedness has
been decreased by

And if we add the 100,000
Dyking Debentures recent-
ly bought in London

$1,974,178

100,000
We obtain a total reduc-
$2,074,178
Other Assets.

“I think all must admit this showing
is most satisfactory and even yet we
have not taken into account the valu-
able interest we have recently acquir-
ed in one-fourth of the townsite of
Prince Rupert so soon to become one
of the most important cities’ of the
Pacific coast’ or of that immensely
valuable tract of land at Point Grey
fmmediately adjoining the. city of
Vancouver, some 3,600 acres in extent
which is being surveyed and prepared
for opening up and the value of which
it is impossible to estimate further
than we know it is a matter not of
thousands of dollars but of milldons of
dollars, both of which properties will
handsomely repay the outlay the pro-
vince is asked to advance in order
that the best returns may be obtained
when the time comes to place them
on the market.

“To come now to the estimates of
revenue and expenditure for the com-
ing year.” 1 can congratulate the
<House 'on the change made last ses-
sion, as we are now able to estimate
more closely for the year commencing
April 1st than we .would . have been
under former -conditions. Again, the

for the period namgd.
Year.

.

Personal
Property Tax.
$175,435.19
193,004.80
134,687.96
1906-07 193,838.00 129,287.80
1907-08 207,783.00 134,738.01

I have selected these as being more
particularly of the nature of “direct
taxation,” on the ordinary individual
as apart from the speculator in wild
lands or holder of timber coal or min-
eral rights. ‘

/ scrued Values

Revenue

1903-04
1904-05
19056-06

$148,725.00
157,821.00
179,721.00

“To return to the revenue for last
year amounting to 86.981,372..which it
will be seen is largely in excess of the
estimate of $8,286,476—it must how-
ever be remembered that this estimate
was made in the early spring of 1907
and based on the receipts for the
previous year which were under three
million dollars. At that time there
was little to indicate the subsequent
sudden increase- in, timber;  revenues
from licenses and royalties which: in
1906 amounted to $509,000.  and last
vear realized $2,258,000: or a million
and one half more than the estimate.
Wgain in 1906 nothing was received
under the terms' of the Chinese Res-
triction Act, and it was supposed that
$500 head tax had effectually stopped
this immigration, so nothing was plac-
ed under this head in the estimates,
whie in 1908 the province received
$345,000 as its share of the tax col-
lected by the Dominion Government.

“Also under the arrangement made
by the Hon. the Premier, at the con-
ference at Ottawa in the fall of 1907,
the province received an addition of
$215,000 to the former subsidies. In
these three items alone an increase of
considerably over two millions is ac-
counted for which could hatdly bhave
been foreseen at the . time the esti-
.mates were formed, a circumstance
not likely to occur again now that the
meeting of the Legislature is held so
close to the commencement of the
fiscal year-—changed at last session
from Jaly 1st to April 1st. This un-
expected excess led to the large sur-
plus referred to in my opening re-
marks and naturally left a consider-
able cash balance to the credit of the
province. Under these circumstances
it was thought wise to purchase the
5 per cent. loan of $1,000,000 made in
1903, repayable in ten, ] stalments of
$100,000 per annum. After mnegotia-
tion $576,000 of the outstanding $600,-
‘000 debentures were redeemed leaving
only $24,000 still remaining. This
‘transaction, will I know, please my
friends opposite as I remember one of
their objections to the loan was that
it should have been made for three or
five years instead of 10—it will be
satisfactory to them to learn that it
has (except the $24,000) been all paid
off in less than four years in addition
to which the country has had the
"safeguard that had conditions not im-
‘proved as rapidly as has fortunately
been the case, the loan could have run
its course of 10 years. Later on it
came to our knowledge that $100,000
‘in’ value of our 3 1-2 per cent. Dyking
Debentures were being offered on the
J.ondon market and after sopme nego-
-tiation these were purchased for $91,-
000, a transaction which has caused
favorable comment in London and will
I think, stand criticism.

Public Works.

“In addition to these expenditures it
was deemed advisable to use a portion
of these funds in undertaking some
of the more urgent public works which
had either previously not been pro-
vided for owing to lack of means or
had been rendered necessary owing to
the growing needs of the province,
rather than delay its progress for the
months to elapse before the annual
meeting of the legislature.

“The larger portion of this money,
however, was left in the bank at inter-
est and produced the greater part of
the $69,000 credited under the head of
interest in the public accounts. So
that while we have not thought it
prudent to reduce our indebtedness
further by the purchase of 3 per cent.
inscribed stock the money in hand
offsets as far as’it goes the interest

. on that stock and I sincerely hope a
portion at any rate will be retained o
meet the probable demands of the near
future. The opening up of the north-
ern country and Queen Charlotte
Islands as well as the requirements
that the great development that is set-
ting in over the whole province will
shortly render necessary and enable
us to meet these demands out of our
own resources instead of again in-
creasing the public burden which of
late we have to some extent succeed-
ed in reducing. Owing principally to
the causes I have mentioned a great
reduction in liabilities will be found
in the last balance sheet of the pro-
vince. During the last flve years this

money so voted will become imme-

Income Tax. Real Property Total

Tax.
$287,497.88
286,226.16
301,765.35
113,638.36 263,647.21 700,311.36
152,899.80 269,151.32 764,572.13

diately available for use on our roads
and other public works, instead of as
formerly waiting until the season is
too far advanced to get the best value
in return.

Estimated Receipts.

“The estimate of receipts reaches
nearly to six million dollars and is
based on the receipts of the last year
coupled with present conditions and
although .there may be some give and
take business a few of the principal
items, I confidently expect this total
will be reached. «

“The estimate of expenditure
amounts to $5,615,798, the largest in
the history of the province and I am
glad to say one half of it is devoted
to public works. The first item is
public debt $520,824, which shows a
decrease from 1908 of $130,000
and from 1907 of from $191,-
000 in.the annpual cost of the public
gebt being due to redemption of
the debentures of 19!

_off the parliament buiiding loan and
the 1877 loan. - .

“The. votes for civil government and
administration of justice salaries show
a considerable’ increase over last year,
largely due to the "increase of public
business, necessitating additional
clerks and other officials as well as
increasing in many instances the re-
sponsibility of those already in the
service. The same remarks apply to
public institutions (maintenance), in-
creased about $26,000, and admintstra-
tion of justice increased $42,000, and
education $105,000.

“The vote for legislation is practic-
ally the same as last year, as is that
for hospitals and charities and trans-
port, while there is a reduction under
revenye service owing to. the -salaries
of log scalers being removed from
this vote to miscellaneous where the
item appears in detail

Public Works.

. 7o public works we have been
able to devote the handsome sum of
$2,810,000, by the far the largest vote
for that purpose ever placed on the
provincial estimates.  For the last four
years the expenditure under this head
has been:

1906 ... .. o0 oo

1906 ... .

$ 72,102.79
72,058.22
83,834.33

$683,760.86
709,105.18
699,908.64

.. .. $868,000
ve .. $852,726
1907 ... .. . .. $854,136
08, . ‘v v vu an e $1,418.910
So that, as I pointed out, it is pro-
posed this year to spend double as
much as in last year, the larger por-
tion being for roads, . streets and
bridges, while I am sure the House
will be glad to find a very liberal al-
lowance has been made for surveys.
Among theése items are two  sums
which partake of the nature of invest-
ments. I refer to the expenditure on
Point Grey and South Vancouver of
$75,000 and clearing land at Prince
Rupert of $80,000, while of the vote
of $200,000 for roads and sewers at
Prince  Rupert $150,000 or three-
fourths will be returned by the Grand
Trunk Pacific on completion of the
work. I may say this latter vote is
placed in the main estimates instead
of the supplementaries as the money
will not be required until the begin-
ning of the new fiscal year, conse-
quently the special warrant for $200,-
000 of October last intended for this
purpose will be cancelled as none of
the money was required as early as
expected when the arrangement was
entered into.

“In passing from this item, I can
only express the hope that our friends
on the opposite side of the House af-
ter looking over the District appro-
priations will acknowledge there has
not been any attempt to discriminate
but an honest desire to . administer
fairly to the requirements of all con-
stituencies.

“The last item, miscellaneous, $378,-
240, is an increase over last mnine
months: estimate, which was at tane
rate of $258,000 for the full year.

“The expansion of general business
has rendered it necessary to increase
most of the ordinary items, such as
advertising, stationery, etec.

“I may call attention to the item of
$25,000 for salary increases under the
Clvil Service Act. This Act provides
for a commission who will grade the
Civil Service and adjust the increases
of salary.

“Phe grant for game protection has
been raised to $20,000, of which it is
estimated at least $10,000 will be rea-
Hzed from Game Licenses. In asking
for this -grant, the Provincial Game
Warden points out that constant com-
plaints are made of infringement of
the game laws and there should be a
lnunch to patrol the coast, which in
addition to game protection could give
assistance to the Police and Fire War-
dens. Some of this sum will be devot-

figure is as follows:

ed to the protection of the Wapiti on

The total indebtedness of the o

;and the paying|Gross Receéipts

Vancouver Island, now being exter-
minated and for similar purposes else-
where. He points out what has been
done in East Kootenay in the last four
years in the increase of game.

Fighting Forest Fires

“Increases are asked in the Agricul-
tural Votes and for fighting forest
fires a sum of $37,000, while as ex-
plained before the Log Scalers are in-
cluded under this head. There are

of Statutes, for which $20,000 is pro-
vided—while the increased rent of our
London Offices and other expenses will
require a further $5,000, all of which
go to accounts for .the. increased sum
asked for under miscellaneous.

“] have already mentioned some
reasons for the Supplementary Esti-
mates, which amount to $1,038,950, in-
cluding the redemption of $100,000
dyking debentures and of the remaind-
er nearly $700,000 has been expended
on necessary Public Works.

“In leaving further explanation of
the various amounts until the House
goes into Committee, when all neces-
sary details will be supplied, I would
like before closing to make a few re-
marks about the general conditions of
the industries of the province and
more particularly of the department
over which-1I have the honor to pre-
side. At the present time we are en-
gaged to some extent in re-organizing
the Department of Agriculture.. It is
proposed to divide it into two or more
sections embracing horticulture, dairy-
ing, live stock, etc., with a qgualified
practical official at the head of each—
#ll being under the immediate super-
vision of the Deputy Minister—by this
means, it is hoped to obtain a better
knowledge of the capabilities and re-
quirements of the country and in in-
stitute work and all other relations,
render the department of more prac-
tical assistance to the farmer and hor-
ticulturist.

Farmers’' Institutes

“The interest shown by members of
Farmers’ Institutes during 1908, indi-
cated by increased attendance at
meetings and an intelligent apprecia-
tion of the work, is very encouraging.
There are now 35 institutes in the
province, and petitions for the forma-
tion of others are being Teceived.
These institutes held 250 meetings
during the year and were attended by
7,493 members. I am glad to be able
to say that the agricultural interests
have not suffered during the past year,
the report of progress being very sat-
isfactory and abundant crops the rule.

“There has been a ~ substantial
growth in the. dairying industry, the
number of creameries, the output of
butter and the number of patrons
showing considerable increases. The
Dairymen’s Association has more than
doubled in membership and a lively.
interest is being taken in-the work,
In 1907, only eight members attended
the annudl meeting, while this year 137
members owning an aggregate of over
3,500 dairy cows, were present. The
creameries have increased from 18 to
22, and the number of patrons from
944 to 12I4. The output of butter has
increased by 195000 . pounds, Tepre-
senting an increased value of $20,900,
and the average advanced from 32 to
34 1-7 cents per pound. A compara-
tive statement for the years 1807 and
1908, shows the following results:
Creameries

1<199%:;

No, of patrons .., . - 944

Lbs. of butter mfgd. 1,661,304 1,846,977
/.$541 42148 $570,387.87
Sold perlb .. .. . ° 32¢ 341-Tc
Amt. paid ‘Patr's $466,824.28 $491,267.63

These figures do not include ° the
dairy butter, which ‘is estimated at
450,000 pounds value. at  $125,000,
which would bring ‘the grand total to
two. million peunds valued at  %659.-
367, or. $128,500 more ;than the -output
of 1907. : :

There has been a notable increase
in cheese making and in the milk
business Another cheese factory has
been established and the output.shows
a gain of 84,000 pounds which solad
at 18% cents per pound. The number
of companies selling milk and cream
has doubled and the amount paid to
patrons totals $286,942, as compared
with $117,776 in 1907, an increase of
$109,166. Taking the 'totals of re-
turns, made by the dairy inspector
the dairy farmers received for their
products about . $2,700,000, while the
addition. to the wealth of the province
would be over three million dollars.

Room for More.

“While these results are encgoura-
ging, showing a steady' progress in
dairying, there is room ‘and to spare
for more creameries and dalry farms,
for we still import about two-thirds
of the butter locally consumed and
shipped to Yukon. The high prices
secured for butter at first hand should
prove an incentive to the establish-
ment of more creameries.

“The sanitary conditions of the
dairies are being looked after by the
inspectors, who are instructed to en-
force the regulation so as to secure
the greatest possible cleanliness in
the housing of stock and handliug of
milk. It is also the intention -to use
the services of lecturers and ' demon-
strators to instruct the farmers in the
most approved methods used in the
older provinces and in Europe.

“The raising of poultry, looked upon
by many farmers as an unimportant
and therefore much neglected branch
of farm work, is a very profitable
business, and offers good opportuni-
ties to all who will take it up seri-
ously. Men experlenced in the busi-
ness count upon a clear profit of
from one to upwards of two dollars
per year from each hen. Compare
that with the average profit derived
per head of dairy cows and the differ-
ence 'in the cost and labor and all the
advantage would lie with the poultry
yvard. The demand for poultry and
eggs is great and ever increasing.
Like fruit growing there is no fear
of glutting the market for over pro-
duction is an extremely remote pos-
sibility. The average price of eggs
in 1905 was 30 cents per dozen; in
1906 34 cents; in 1807 37% cents, .and
in 1908 40 cents, an increase in three
years of 10 cents per dozen, in spite
of the fact that there was a very con-
siderable increase in local production
in those years. The prices of poultry

in the same period and the demand is
always greater than the supply. Poul-
try raisers in some Instances are
handicapped from want of facilities
for marketing their products to the
best advantage, but a rémedy for this
is promised through 'a scheme for co-
operation by which the creamery com-
panies will handle poultry and eggs
as well as thelr own output of butter
and cream.
Still Import Supplies.

“Notwithstanding a substantial in-
crease in agricultural produce the
the local market is still supplied to a
very large extent from outside. These
imports last year included 11,400 head
of cattle, 14,2756 hogs and 35,000 to
40,000 sheep. There are also large
quantities of dressed meats and poul-
try. Fifteen- thousand - carcasses of
mutton were received from Australia
alone and forty car loads of pouitry
from Eastern Canada. The value of

poultry and eggs imported was con-
siderably over a million dollars, Ham,

three commissions, including Revision |

out of  the provi

have also increased 20 to 25 per cent

tion.

however, take

house.
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PER YARD

Swiss Muslins

In spots and other charming fancy designs, 35 inches wide. A
minimum price PER YARD .. .. .. .. .o .o

Tasselled Madras

In white and ecru, 45 inches wide, just the beautiful drapes that will appeal to women of refined and artistic
tastes, and these small prices cannot fail to appeal to the thriftiest housewives.

t-Showing of Muslins for Sash
and Other Curtains

Fresh, new, dainty Curtains! What to say of them is the ques-
The feminine, house-proud eye which sees them will,
quickly express.
entmerate their many beauties and good points for the home-
beautiful would be a difficult task, but we may say that each
lovely, filmy pattern would make 2 handsome addition to any
A wide choice. These we itemize are especially de-

sirable, as they will be in great demand this Spring:

White Scotch Grenadine

‘An exceptionally pretty Curtain Muslin, 30 inches wide, marked
as low as possible.

To

..20¢

. 20¢
Muslins

PER YARD soc and..45¢

Dress Goods and Dress
Making a Specialty
A large and expert staf
Well equipped rooms

Thomson’s  Glove-Fitting
Corsets ’

I\IlllItl"!lln\lltlllllI‘\|l!|ll)|'l""lll’I!!flllll_’ Jaenasenar -uulmu'svnum"“m““".lun.-uu;,’”

‘Home of the Hat Beautiful’

Latest Ideas in High-Class
Exclusive Millinery

Dent’s Gloves

Morley’s Hosiery

bacon, pork, lard, butter, cheese, can-
ned fruit, jams:and jellies, and .other
products of the'farm the exact quan-
tities of which I am unable to pre-
sent, as the statistics are compiled at
Ottawa and will not .be available
until March. 31st. There is no reason
to doubt, howevep that when the fig-
ures have been -totalled up they will
show that nearly. i not quite, as
large an ‘amount,of money was sent
for these com-
modities as in 1807, when the value of
agricultural im ts was over six
milljon’ dollars. k3%

“A - gratifying «feature of the year
was the increase in pre-emption re-
cords, no less than 160,000 acres hav-
ing been taken up, while Crown grants
for another 41,500 acres were issued
to pre-emptors who had performed
their settlement’ dutiés.” This would
indicate a very: large increase of the
population living on pre-empted lands.
Judging from thé many inquiries made
from Mr. Palmer, Mr. Scott and my-
self while in England last autumn, in
connection with *the fruit and also
from the number of letters of enquiry
received by the Land and. Agricul-
tural Departments and the Bureau of
information, this is only the advance
guard of the numbers who have ex-
pressed their intention of settling in
British Columbia during the coming
season. In anticipation of this wel-
come dinvasion the government has
set apart several reserves in the great
central valleys, aggregating -several
million acres of agricultural land,
which will only be disposed of to act-
ual settlers under the pre-emption
clauses of the Land Act. The sub-
division of these reserves, already
begun, and for which provision s
made in these estimates, will be com-
pleted with all possible dispateh and
every endeavor will be made to pro-
vide roads and trails [for the accom-
modation of the newcomers. The set-
tlement and cultivation of these re-
serves, which are adjacent to the
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, will
create new communities and new in-
terests the importance of which we
can now hardly realize.

The Panama Route.

“The opening of the Panama Canal
which Mr, Taft, president-elect of
the United States has announced will
be completed within six and possibly
in four years will benefit all our in-
dustries. Lumber, minerals, fish,
fruit, every item of export will find a
cheaper and as regards some of these
commodities a quicker way to the
Atlantic and will throw open to our
commerce the Eastern coasts of North
and South America as well as the
ports of Great Britain and Europe.
The advantages of the Panama route
are obvious, and it behoves the people
of British Columbia to prepare for its
inauguration and be in position to
seize the opportunities which it will
afford.

“Reports from the fruit districts
are most encouraging,-and plainly in-
dicate that fruit growing is -rapidly

attainjng the rank of a leading indus- ;
fry. Figures furnished by the raﬂway,l_

and express companies from year to
year are sufficient to confirm this con-
clusion. Seven years ago—in  1902—
the total shipments by rail amounted
to 1,958 tons, in 1907 the total was
4,743 tons, while last year (1908) there
was shipped the highly satlsfactory
total of 8,498 tons—an increase of over
four thousand five hundred tons:in six
years, and for 1908 an increase of more
than seventeen hundred tons over 1907.
This splendid showing is, 1 consider,
as remarkable as it is gratifying, for
the greater part of this fruit was pro-
duced in districts, which, a very few
years ago, were looked upon as prac-
tically worthless , except for grazing
cattle while others were only Valued
for thelr = mineral deposits. The
adaptability of the soil of portions of
the interior and the dry belt to fruit
growing must be counted as one of
the foremost advantages which the
province offers to settlers and an im-
portant factor in its future prosperity.
In the dry beilt today we see thousands
of acres, which formerly grew nothing
but bunch grass and sage brush, laid
out in flourishing orchards.
Market for Fruit.

“The greater part of the fruit grown
in 1908 found a market in the prairie
provinces, = a - -.considerable quantity
went to Great Britain, Australia and

H

{ far distant.

‘.,

New Zealand took some large lots, and
the balance was sold locally. This
residue or balance, saved from the out-
side demand by no means satisfied the
noeds of the home market, and no
stronger argument can be used in fa-
vor of British Columbia as a fleld for
fruit growing than the fact that, in
spite of the large crop of last year,
about 1,000 tons of apples alone were
imported fnto‘'this province from Ore-
gon and Washington. That may be a
surprise’ and a source tof . regret to
some, but Liam pleased to say therao
were. compensating = reasons for this
Jarge importation of fruit. In the first
place our growers secured Dbetter
prices by sending their apples out
of the province and placing them in
competition with {ruit from eastern
Canada and the States, and secondly,
the local market was supplied with
apples purchased in Oregon and Wash-
ington because the prices current in
those states were much less—in some
cases one-half lower—than those pre-
vailing in British Columbia.

“The success won by our fruit in
Great Britain for several years past
was more than maintained in 1908.
Exhibits were made in many cities in
England, Scotland and Ireland, and at
every place the highest honors were
awarded. Gold, silver and bronze
medals, and diplomas of merit were
won by the province for the exhibit
as a whole and by district associations
and individual growers. Lectures on
British Columbia illustrated bp ani-
mated pictures, were delivered at sev-
eral horticultural shows and attracted
large and interested audiences. The
value of these exhibitions and lectures
is shown by the increased number of
personal and written inquiries received
by the agent general, the department
of agriculture and the bureau of pro-
vineial information, from well to do
people who contemplate sétting up in
fruit growing in the province. They
also sérved to direct widespread at-
tention to British Columbia and its
advantages through the flattering no-
tices which appeared .in all the prin-
cipal newspapers of the United King-
dom.

“The triumph awarded British Col-
umbia fruit in the Motherland, fell
short, in a sense, of the remarkable
success achieved at Spokane, where
British Columbia apples in competition
with fruit from the Pacific coast states
of the United States, won out of four-
teen entries, thirteen first prizes and
one seconds Other prizes awarded were
one silver cup and two medals. Cash
prizes amounting to $4,423 were won
by Mr. F. R. DeHart, of Kelowna.

“Two British Columbia ladies, Mrs.
J. Smith, of Spence’s Bridge, and Mrs.
. Lowe, of Keremeos, also won prizes.
The winning of these prizes is a mag-
nificent tribute to the superior quali-
ties of British Columbia fruit—one
that cannot possibly be questioned by
the most exacting critics—and estab-
lishes this province among the premier
apple growing countries of the world.

Fruit Trees Planted.
“Du‘ring the year a number of fruit
trees were planted in the valleys of
what we have been calling the “north-
ern interior,” but which is really

central British Columbia, for one must,
travel many miles beyond the Skeena
before he reaches the northern limits
In Bulkley valley,

of the province.
apple and other fruit trees in their
third and fourth years are doing well,
while at Hazelton and other points on
the Skeena, between 54 and 65 north,
the production of fruit has passed "the
experimental stage, the trees yielding
large crops of excellent fruit every
year. A member of the board of horti-
oulture who made a special examina-
tion of the Kitsumkalum valley, pro-
nounces it well adapted to fruit grow-
ing, so that we may hope in a few
yvears ,to see new British Columbia
rivalling the southern districts in the
excellence of the produce of its or-
chards.

“Some pessimists have worried them-
selves over the fate which awaits our
fruit growers when the day of ‘over-
production dawns, but that day is very
I have already mentioned
the inadequacy of the existing orchards
to supply the demand and when I add
that of the thousands of car loads of

(Continued on Page Three.)

Fit-Reform Dress Suits and Tuxedos
represent the highest order of the
tailor’s art.

Sumptuous fabrics—luxuriously made—tney
express the perfection of style, clegance
and fit.

So wonderfully accurate is the Fit-
Reform system of sizes that we
can fit every man—abnormal as

well as normal.

Dress Suits $25, $30, $35.
Tuxedo Coats $15

“S80 BASY TO FIX”

FORCE v LIFT

PUMPS

Repairs are easily made, as anyone
can take out the valves and replace
them in a few minutes with the aid
of a monkey wrench.

Write for descriptive catalogue to

The Hickman Ty2 Hardware Co, Lid

544-546 Yates Street
VICTORIA, B. 0., Agents.
Phone 59. P.O. Drawer 613

orthern Interior of B. C.

Miners and prospectors going into Telkua, Omenica or Ingineca Camps

will find a full stock of mining tools, camp outfits and provisions at my

aeneral store at Hazelton, which is the head of navigation on the Skeena

River and headquarters for outfitt ing for above points.

R. S. SARGENT, HAZELTON, B. C.

Subscribe for THE COLONIST Advertise in THE CO‘LDNTST‘

Friday, February 19, 1908.

PROTEGT YOUNG BOYS |
FROM EVIL EXAMPLES

Delegation Asks for Legislation |
for Messenger Boys Under
Sixteen

(From Wednesday’'s Daily)

An important delegation of l:ulps,"
ministers and citizens waited on the |
attorney-general yesterday afternoon |
after the rising of the house to ask
for legislation to prevent boys of ten- |
der years from engaging in certain |
occupations which led them into
vicious surroundings. The deputation
was most sympathetically received by
Mr. Bowser, who promised an earnest
consideration of the legal difficulties
involved and the best means of cop-
ing with the evils which were shown
to exist.

The delegation consisted of the Rev.
C. E. Cooper, the Rev. J. Stanley Ard,
Mrs. Cooper, president of the Local
Council of Women, Mrs. R. 8. Day,
president of the Provincial Council of
Wwomen, Rev. Dr. Spencer, Rev. Mr.

ex-Alderman Gleason, D. K.

SR . Coleman, A. J. Brace, R.

W. Clarke, and others. Among those

who were unavoidably prevented from

coming But who deputed others to give

cxpression to their sympathy with the

objects of the delegation were Bishop

Perrin, Magistrate Jay, Chris. Spencer,
J. L. Beckwith and W. N. Mitchell.

Mrs. Cooper was the first speaker
and she said that they had come to
ask the attorney-general whether legis-
lJation could not be passed preventing
boys under 12 from selling news-
papers on the streets; ys of any
age selling papers on the streets after
8 p. m.; and to prevent boys under
gixteen in the employ of telegraph,
jmessenger Or express companies from
being sent to saloons or houses in the
retricted districts. Mrs. Cooper pre-
gented petitions to that effect passed
by the ladies’ organizations, but dis
claimed any wish to dictate methods.
She most earnestly asked e attorney-
general to devise some method of cop-
fng with this evil. Mrs. Day followed
with a short address and then the
ladies retired to permit the male mem-
pers of the delegation to go into de-
tails of the evils now experienced.

The Rev. C. BE. Cooper presented re-
golutions from various moral reform
comrhittees of different religious or-
ganizations in this city, which were
to the effect that the sending of me
genger boys under sixteen to saloons
and houses of ill fame was viewed with
grave concern and was bad for the
boys both morally and physically.

A Terrible Evil.

“It {8 a terrible evil,” said Mr.
Cooper, “that these boys should be
gubjected to these -vicious influences
in the course of their regular busi-
ness. Many of them are poor boys
trying to help out their families and
they should not be exposed to these
evils, nor would they be for the condi-
tions of their business for which they
cannot be held responsible.”

The speaker went on to give some
instances of the physical as well as
the moral results of this practice
which created @ deep impression. He
admitted that it was a difficult mat-
tery® HE"Pecognised obstaclegzsuch ay
the identification of houses not recog
nised to exist by law, and the diffi
culty ‘of establishing the age of thg
boys in some cases. He had consulted
an eminent lawyer who had suggested
u system of registration of boys so en
gaged. Each would have to have
certificate which would bear his age.

The Rev. J. S. Ard spoke of meet
ing. many boys in his pastoral work
who had succumbed or were gradual
ly succumbing to influences thus en
countered. The whole system wa
vicious. Boys of § or 9 were allowed
to sell papers on the streets, they grew
up without wholesome restraint o
home influences, with the result tha
wh_en they graduated into messenge
bosys they fell an easy prey to th
temptations with which they were sur
rounded.

The Rev. Dr. Spencer followed alon
the same lines, and ex-Alderma
Glepson said that the matter ha
been recently brought home to hi
very strongly by hearing one of thes|
boys oi a street car recount some o
the things he had seen to a youthf
companion. It was bad enough thy
such things should go on in the city a
all, but it was intolerable that sma
boys should witness them. R. W. Colg
man also spoke and said that from
study of the Municipal Clauses Act
was convinced that adequate powe
were not at present possessed by citig
in this respect. He also referred %
the legislation in California.

Mr. Bowser’s Reply.

In replying, Mr. Bowser said in par
“This matter is not altogether a ne
one for the government. It has com
up from time to time and has beq
discussed in the. newspapers whd
some young boy has-been sentence
‘We have boys in the reformatory
young as eight years of age.

“] feel that this is a very importay
matter, but before giving any defini

reply, I must look into the powers a.
ready possessed by the cities undg
the Municipal Clauses Act, and I mu
also see what, if any, legilation
been passed on the subject by othg
provinces.

“Such legislation to be effectual
all, must be drastic. And if it is dra
tic it may press hardly upon pog
families and widows to whom th
earnings of the boys are importan
Thus 1 shall have to consider th
phase also. You may be certain th

‘I will give my best consideration

the matter in the hope of devisi
some method of coping adequately wi
the conditions you have outlined.”
The deputation then thanked
attorney-general and withdrew.

ACCIDENTAL DEATH

Coroner’'s Jury Finds No Untowa
Circumstances in David’s
Deat!

ath

That Andrew Davids, better kno
as “Speak Easy Dave” came to
death through accidental drown
was the verdict rendered by
coroner’s jury which yesterday
quired into the circumstances s
rounding the death of the old ti
Vietorian. Dr. Bapty, who perforn
the post mortem examination testif
that death was undoubtedly due
drowning. There were no marks
violence on the body, which was
a badly decomposed condition w
found.

Frederick Smith, proprietor of
Light House Saloon, and owner of
launch Elwood, on which Davids
been engaged as watchman, told
Davids appearing in the saloon
Monday, January 11, stating that
Was going to the launch. Notj




