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WARD FOUR SESSMEN UP $600,000 GENUINE BLACK WALNUT

Bedroom andWARD FOUR IS UP 
T2HALF MILLION IN 

ITS ASSESSMENT

MOUNTED POLICE
PREPARE CHARGE
AGAINST1V. ISON

BRANTFORD BOY 
DISAPPEARS ON

WAY TO SCHOOL Dining-RoomCommissioner Bennett Submits 
Official Report of New 

Figures.

POPULATION GROWS 
________

Increase in This Regard Is Con­
fined to Portion of the 

Annexed Area.

Expected To Submit New Evi­
dence Against Alleged 

Firebug Suspect.

VISIT EMPLOYERS

Twelve-Year-Old Wilfred
Short Has Been Missing 

Since Monday.

MOTHER IS FRANTIC Junes
Question Former Employers to 

Determine Actions in 
Past.

Child Did Not Reach School, 
Only a Few Blocks 

Distant. at from 25%t50% 
Reductions
We must make room for the summer 

goods that are now pouring in, so we have 
decided to clear out one-half of our high- 
grade suites.

Ward four’s assessment, just com­
pleted, shows an increase of $578,726 
over 1922, as revealed in an official 
report submitted today by Henry 
Bennett, city assessment commis- 

of sioner. This includes the annexed 
district.

The increase is accounted for in 
the following manner: Land, $9,515;

;buildings, $448,032; business assess- 
,ment, $20,080; income, $101,099.

The ward population, including the 
annexed districts, shows an Increase 
of 200, although the ward proper 

-showed a decrease of 14. This was 
to be expected, in view of the con­
tinued building in the newer areas.

Interesting Figures.
There are 2,813 children in this dis­

trict, as follows: 703 between the 
ages of 5-6, 1,604 from 9 to 13 years 
of age, and 506 between 14 and 15 
years. Of this number, 3,064 are at­
tendants at the public schools and 
329 at the separate schools.

There are 634 men assessed for 
statute labor, while there are 3,169 
on the supplementary voters’ list 
(part two). There are 25 per cent 
more married persons on the roll in 
1923, in view of the amendment to 
the act which allows both man and 
wife, joint property owners, to exer­
cise the ballot, irrespective of which 
one owns the property.

There are 467 male dogs in ward 
four and but 94 of the female type.

The increased assessment for the 
two subdivisions of the annexed dis­
trict is $2,000, with an increase in 
population of 214.

In his report to the committee As­
sessment Commissioner Bennett 
states that, despite the reduction in 
the staff of outside assessors, the 
work has been undertaken with

Upon the extent to which the 
Royal Northwest Mounted Police for­
tify their evidence this afternoon will 
depend the action in the case of Pte. 
John Vincent Ison, who appears in 
police court tomorrow morning 
charged with vagrancy. Upon the 
evidence marshalled by morning will 
depend whether Ison, R. C. R. mem­
ber, held as a fire-bug suspect, is 
charged with arson, or remanded an­
other week.

Sergt. A. Birtwhistle has been con­
ducting an exhaustive investigation 
into the case. Since yesterday he 
and Crown Attorney J. C. Elliott. 
K.C., have given the matter much of 
their time.

Conduct Probe.
Ison's past, particularly prior to 

his joining the R. C. R., has been 
subjected to a thorough probe. For­
mer employers with whom he has 
served have been questioned. A 
young East London girl with whom 
Ison kept company at one time was 
quizzed also.

When arrested, Ison had but one 
cent in his possession. Authorities 
interested in the case say he has 
been, and is still, in debt.

Sergt. Birtwhistle stated this 
morning that it has not been defi­
nitely decided whether Ison will be 
tried in the military or civil courts.

Lived Near Blaze.
Late developments in the case 

show that at one time the barn at 
the rear of the London Pure Milk 
Company on Dundas street was 
burned down. Ison was living on 
King street, not many rods from the 
fire..

Investigations of each suspected 
incendiary fire in the city during the 
past year have revealed the fact that 
oily waste, similar to that used on 
railway freight cars, had been used.

Although Ison was discharged from 
the Grand Trunk, now the C. N. R.. 
on October 2, 1919, mounted police 
say he has beep loitering about the 
railway yards at various times since.

Special to The Advertiser.
Brantford, May 1.—Disappearing 

into thin air. while on his way to 
Victoria school Friday morning, Wil-- 
fred Short. 12 years old. 321£ Marl­
boro street, has not been seen or 
heard of since and police and kindred 
bodies are now conducting a search 
for him.

The boy’s mother, who is heart- 
broken over the disappearance of her 
oldest boy, told a reporter this morn­
ing that Wilfred had stayed home 
from school Thursday afternoon, and 
had left the next morning with a note 
to his teacher, excusing him for his 
absence. He left in plenty of time 
to reach the building and seemed to 
be full of life and good nautre. He 
never reached the school, only a mat­
ter of a few blocks distant from his 
home and has not been seen since 
that time.

Wilfred, who was well up in school, 
had always been a good boy and 
sang in the choir of Grace Anglican 
Church. He was about four feet.: 
ten inches in height and had brownI 
hair and eyes, a round face and good| 
teeth. When last seen he was wear­
ing a dark gray suit with belt, yel-i 
low blouse, black stockings and shoes 
a gray woolen cap and heavy under­
wear.

Chief Donnelly of the local police 
stated that in his opinion the boy 
had merely run away, and that there 
was no suspicion of foul play. F. W. 
Thompson of the social service 
league and J. L. Axford of the Chil­
dren’s Shelter, are also assisting in 
the search. Rueben Short, the boy's 
father, could not account for the ac­
tion of his son. Two small brothers 
are still at home.

SIR HENRY THORNTON’S ARRI VAL.
This is Sir Henry Thornton, presi­

dent of the Canadian National Rail­
ways, and his party, caught by The 
Advertiser staff photographer, just 

by experts, there are so many exemp- 
tions and classifications in connec­
tion with it.

This work is all prepared for the 
assessor by the income department, 
and has proved it has been done more 
efficiently in this manner, as evi­
denced by the mcrease of income as­
sessment in this ward, although an 
exemption of $200 for dependent 
children is now given up to twenty- 
one years, instead of eighteen as last 
year, and an exemption is given this 
year to widows, also to persons over 
sixty years, whose income from ail 
sources is under $2,000. If these 
amendments had not taken effect a 
very much greater increase in income 
assessment would have been noted.

"The income department has also 
cut down the much abused privilege 
of granting a householder exemption 
to more than one actual head of a 
family.
"Atotal income gain of over 
$100,000 is noted in this ward, which 
will be considerably augmented by 
perhaps $100,000 before the rolls are 
finally closed.

Inequalities of Assessment.
"Inequalities have been noted in 

the valuation of property, resulting 
from different assessors working in- 
depently in different sections of the 
ward in the past.

after their arrival in London this 
morning at the G. T. R. depot. From 

to right. Sir Henry Thornton, J.
Dalrymple, vice-president of the 

lines. Charles Forrester, superinten-

dent of the London .division. Frank J. Watson1, freight traffic manager, 
W. S' Thompson, director of public- 
ity, and T. C. Bond, chief engineer of the central region of the system.

These suites are made by Peppier Bros 
of Hanover, Ont., one of the finest furni­
ture factories in Canada. Every suite is 
perfect in construction and finish.

Save $100 On a. Suite

SIR HENRY THORNTON 
READY TO NEGOTIATE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE. 
elapsed since the last negotiations 
were undertaken.

Must Separate Grades.
.. "It is absolutely certain." he said, 
"that when the density of street 
traffic and railway traffic reaches a 
certain stage, you have got to separ- 
ate the grades. When you get a 
series of catastrophes such as have 
occurred in London, grade separa- 
tion seems to be justified."

Turning to the last clause of the 
Judd-Drake resolution calling for 
the construction of a union depot, Sir 
Henry stated that in so far as ad­
mitting the C. P. R. is concerned, he 
would not object.

He was told that London some­
times wondered if the Canadian Na- 
tionals would object because the old

T. R. has a monopoly on down- 
town service, with the C. P. R. depot 
remote from the business section in 
the north end.

I do not think that that would I 
make much difference to us," he 
replied, quite readily. "On general 
principles, union stations are desir- 
able from the point of view of rail- 
way companies and travelers, also." 

Another official in Sir Henry’s 
party interjected the view that "We 
have our main line to protect."

"Our attitude," said the president 
will be governed a good deal by theirs. 
There may be some other city where 
we will want to get together with 
them. It all depends on how they re­
ceive our proposals."

The L. & P. S.

of tickets, and baggage handling. The 
London Railway Commission has 
tenaciously protected these rights 
and the agreement is still enforce, 
able. The London and Port Stanley 
trains in fact, under the pressure 
of this agreement, have operated 
since electrification to a temporary 
terminal at Richmond street that is 
constructed on Grand Trunk property.

Sir Adam Beck and his associates 
on the London and Port Stanley 
Board have maintained that a settle­
ment of the Grand Trunk muddle 
would again present Londons oppor­
tunity to negotiate for a union depot 
into which the London and Port 
Stanley electric trains would be en­
titled to operate. For that reason 
the construction of a London and 
Port Stanley depot that might be 
abandoned and torn down soon after 
its construction has been regarded 
as an unwise policy.

Sir Henry raised no difficulties in 
this connection either.

"That is another matter of a union 
depot," he replied. "Union depots 
are desirable. If the London and 
Port Stanley has rights there, they 
will be respected. There is no oper­
ating difficulty about running steam 
trains and electric trains into the 
same terminal."

Sir Henry came to London ac­
companied by J. E. Dalrymple, vice- 
president in charge of traffic; Frank 
J. Watson, freight traffic manager; 
R. A. C. Henry, director of the bureau 
of economics of the Canadian Na­
tionals. and F. L. C. Bond, chief en­
gineer of the central region of the 
Nationals system.
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greater despatch and accuracy.
Assessment Commissioner Ben­

nett’s report follows:
"The number of entries on the as­

sessment roll has increased about 25 
per cent over last year on account 
of the names of all married persons 
having to be put on the roll for voting 
purposes, either as a freeholder or 
tenant in their husband’s or wife’s 
right, as the case may be.

"The recording of the children has 
also become a much greater task 

.. than in former years, as the children’s 
'names are now grouped according to 
age as shown in the report.
"Besides the natural increase in 
business and real estate, you will 
note a reduction in exempted prop- 

- erty. This has been caused by taking 
■ several properties out of the exempt- 

ed class that I am of the opinion 
should pay taxes. I have also as- 

sessed, for the first time, properties 
for business tax that 1 consider are 
lawfully entitled to pay same.

Income.
."Requistiions for return of income 

and other information were served on 
all persons on record.

"A bylaw was passed making com­
pulsory filing of returns by individu- 
als who may not have been notified

"Incorporated companies were re­
quisitioned at their head offices for 
returns of dividends paid to local 
residents.

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TO MAKE SURE OF COAL

Genuine Black Walnut Suite
Nine Pieces. Buffet comes with either glass or wood back. A 
Satin finish, finest construction. Sells regularly 09.0 4 

at $350.00. This week.................... ..................... ..$250i
(Save $100.)

“Upon investigation we find no 
serious injury has been done to any 
citizen, and no building really over- 
assessed. Any inequalities noted 
have generally been rectified, al­
though it is a well known fact that 
the assessors cannot satisfy every-

Members Will Leave Nothing 
to Chance—Set Conditions 

For Contracts.

one.
“I would draw your attention to 

the fact that provision must be made 
in the near future for printing cards 
upon which the data that has been 
collected about the buildings of the 
city will be copied as a permanent 
record. We will not be able to work 
on this until the assessment roll for 
the whole city has been returned, 
but the cards should be printed and 
in readiness for our staff before that 
time.

Time.
"I would particularly draw your 

attention to the fact that the one- 
man system of assessing is proving 
its worth.

“Last year the actual working days 
on the outside work was 186 working 
days of an assessor and 186 days of 
a clerk. This year the same work 
was performed by the assessor in 151 
working days and no clerk used."

PUBIC ITIES BOARD
*
-1 • NNothing is to be left to chance this 

year when the London school board 
buys the winter's supply of coal for 
the public and secondary schools of| 
the city.

The board officials know what they 
want in the way of quality, and they| 
are prepared to make sure that they 
get it. Conditions governing theI 
awarding of contracts set forth clear-! 
ly the desired constituents, and testsI 
must prove that the fuel is of the 
highest grade-

Heat above all things is required. 
This is evinced by a clause stipulat- 
ing that all coal must exceed 14.500; 
heat units. The average coal received 
from the mines of Pennsylvania runs 
in the neighborhood of 13.000 units, 
while Alberta coal received in the 
city recently averaged between 12,000 
and 13,000 units.

In Pocahontas coal ash is not toi 
exceed 4.69 per cent, while in steam 
coal it must not exceed 5.91 per cent. 
The fixed carbon in Pocahontas coal 
must test 77.37 per cent and in steam 
coal 60.03 per cent.

To make sure that full weight is 
received, all coal purchased must 
be weighed on the city scales before 
going into the school bins.

There is insufficient accommodation| 
in a majority of the schools to hold| 
the winter’s supply, and so the board! 
stipulated that the bins be tilled to 
capacity and that the rest be deliv­
ered as accommodation is found. The 
bins must be filled before the summer 
months.

Altogether 330 tons of anthracite 
is to be purchased and 2.845 tons of

f I =: a
Awaits Decision From Council 

On the New City 
Hall.

As the train approached London's 
limits Sir Henry turned for a moment 
to the question of the London and 
Port Stanley Railway. He was told 
that the city's electrified line has not 
built a depot of its own, because 
under an agreement made with the 
old Grand Trunk, by which a piece 
of London and Port Stanley land was 
conveyed to the Grand Trunk the 
London and Port Stanley has 99- 
year rights to the use of the Grand 
Trunk depot for all passenger pur­
poses. including despatching,

• A
The party occupied two business 

cars, “The Canada" and "Ottawa," 
not "official" cars in the old sense, 
but business cars, with hustling 
secretaries, rattling typewriters, a 
radio telephone in the end compart­
ment. and a steady series of con­
ferences on operating and engineering 
questions, interrupted only by the 
interview granted exclusively to The 
Advertiser, between Woodstock and 

the sale London.

toco• „•totAlthough the public utilities com­
mission desires to make an early 
start on beautifying the Federal 
Square, nothing will he done until 
after the meeting of the city coun­
cil on Monday night next.

When the city fathers gather they 
will decide, it is expected, whether or 
not a new city hall is to be erected 
this year. If they decide to build the 
hall, all plans for beautification of the 
square will be dropped as far as the 
parks commission is concerned, but if 
a negative vote is registered, Im­
provements will be made immedi­
ately.

At the request of the city council, 
some weeks ago, the commission de­
cided to take charge of the Federal 
Square arid by planting grass and 
flowers, turn It into a miniature park. 
No further communication has been 
received from the city council how­
ever. and so the matter will stand 
until the disposition of the square has 
been decided upon.
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WINNIPEG HOUSEWIVES
Black Walnut Bedroom Suite

A Beautiful Queen Anne Suite in finest Walnut finish and 
construction the very best. Four pieces. 00R-
Regular $350.00 for . .........   5275

PLAN TO BOYCOTT SUGAR D D 
U. I.

"Requisitions were mailed employ 
ers for return of employees' wages.

Default notices were mailed, bot.i 
by ordinary mail and registered mail 

. to persons in the ward who neglected 
to make out their return. Many 
forms were returned to sender for 
verification by an affidavit or that 
were not properly filled out. This 
entailed a great deal of extra clerical 
work.

REMAIN 
OCTOPUS"

SCHOOL SUPPLIESCanadian Press Despatch.
Winnipeg, May 1.—With prices of 

sugar soaring to new high levels, "THE GREAT WILL BE GOODSWinnipeg housewives may declare a 
boycott similar to that instituted in 
many United States cities. Labor 
women are taking the initiative, and| 
definite- action to declare a boycott 

_ ... may be taken at a meeting of the 
must be dealt with Women's League today.

Banking Committee Refuses to 
Amend the Wording of Sir 

John Aird’s Evidence.

Tenders Received and Opened 
Today, But Contracts 

Not Yet Awarded.
"Experience has demonstrated 

income assessment that

1:: -14 Canadian Press Despatch.
Ottawa, May 1.—Sir John Aird's 

reference to the Canadian Pacific 
Railway as “that great octopus" was 
the occasion of a letter which Hon. 
A. K. McLean, chairman. read to the 

|commons banking and commerce 
I committee this morning. The letter 
was from Sir John Aird, who after 
reading his evidence wrote to explain 
that he had not intended to use the 
expression in an "insidious sense."

He asked to amend his evidence to 
read that but for the aid given by 
the Canadian Bank of Commerce to 
the Canadian Northern, "we would 
not have had the Canadian National 
Railway and the transportation facil­
ities of Western Canada would have 
been a great monopoly, in the hands 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway."

Sir John's letter was put into the 
record, but no change was ordered 
in his original statement.

"I would not change the record for 
anybody," remarked W. F. MacLean 
Conservative, South York, amid 
general laughter. The chairman ex­
pressed a hope that unless the finance 
minister brought down the budget 
next week, the committee would then , 
take up the discussion of the con­
tentious sections of the bank act. : 
Mr. Fielding would desire to be pres- 1 
ent during those discussions, he, 
said.

I Tenders for school supplies were 
received and opened by members of 
the finance committee of the board 
of education this morning.

While the complete lists of con­
tracts were not awarded, bids for 
some of the most important items 
were acçepted. So far every con­
tract let has been awarded to a local 
firm.

All the scribblers, exercise books. 
75,000 thousand in number, as well 
as all stationery will be manufac­
tured in this city while all pencils, 
pens, erasers and art supplies will 
also be purchased through local 
firms.

An average of ten and twelve ten­
ders, many from out-of-town firms 
were received for each item. For 
the most part the figures offered by 
local concerns were as low as those 
offered by firms elsewhere. The mat­
ter of convenience was also consid­
ered in awarding contracts.

-
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5FOR STEALING DRESSES 03€/ Grips the CAvclil

SHOES FOR LADIES
0 IF

0’
• • 00- ii 0+09.]

Edith Simpson Wished To Be 
Clothed Like Other People’, 

and Stole.STYLE 133.
This neat, plain, very 
smart Oxford fea­
tures the "Combina, 
tion Fitting” which 
not only gives an ex­
ceptional close instep 
fit, but grips the heel 
to stop it slipping.
Oxfords in Black or 
Brown Kid, patent 
leather apd fine 
white cloth. Price 

$10.00.

Widths. AAA to E 
Sizes 2% to 9. 88Edith Simpson was sentenced to 

three months in the county jail on 
three charges of theft, the sentences 
to run concurrently, in police court 
today.

She admitted a week ago that she 
had stolen three dresses from the 
London House, where she was em­
ployed. 1

Her plea this morning was that 
she had seen the dresses in the 
rooms and had wished to be dressed 
like other people, and had taken 
them.

“You were not driven by need to 
steal," Magistrate A. H. M. Gray­
don remarked. "You had a good 
home, good clothes to wear, and 
food to eat. I don’t feel I have the 
power, without the consent of the 
crown, to suspend sentence on you

"I am not going to send, you to the 
Andrew Mercer Reformatory. I will 
send you to the common jail for a 
couple of months. A great deal of 
leniency is being shown you. but if 
you come back again you will be 
sent to the reformatory.

"The sentence I impose on vou is 
that you be confined in the common 
jail for a period of three months on 
each charge, the sentences to run 
concurrently.

GE’bituminous. This is nearly 300 tons 
more than the amount purchased last 
year.• ---------------------

DETECTIVES NOT ALARMED 
BY FINDING COTTON WASTE Genuine Black Walnut Suite 

IN ITALIAN DESIGN.
One of the very latest designs, Satin finish. Buffet comes 
with high or low back. Nine pieces. (or
Regular price $350.00 for ............................................ $205

City detectives can find no cause 
for alarm by the finding of two paper 
bags of dry cotton waste in a frame 
house at the rear of the home of 
Sherman Carpenter, of 200 Adelaide 
street. last night. The waste was 
net oil-soaked, as a local paper stated 
this morning, the detectives stated.

The officers believe that the bags[ 
were left in the building by children 
who had been playing there. There| 
is not even a slight suspicion that a 
firebug was preparing for work

WILL TAKE ACTION.
Henry Weston, through his solici­

tor. J. M. Lonohue, has issued a 
supreme court writ against Sarah A. 
Weston for an account of all money 
received by the defendant from the 
plaintiff, for the recovery of, and 
for a declaration that part of lot 15 
on the west side of Adelaide street, 
and the chattels therein contained 
are held in trust for the plaintiff by 
the defendant. Both parties are resi­
dents of London.

0The Archario Shoe
The Shoe with the Built-In

STYLE 57. __________
Steel Shank. if3. ou. <p 1

Prof. Fisher was then called to the 
stand and questioned.

Hon. A. K. MacLean asked if the 
gold basis would be continued under 
his proposal.

Prof. Fisher replied that gold 
would still underlie the system, but 
it would vary in price.

#2011
REDUCE SUGAR TEN CENTS.

Canadian Press Despatch
Vancouver, B. C., May 1.—-A reduc­

tion of ten cents a hundred in the 
wholesale price of granulated sugar 
to $11.30 was announced here yester­
day.

Egg PreserverA New Widths, AAA to E 
Sizes 2% to 9.

Stylish
Strap 
Slipper Acchanto PPM 0

A Fresh Supply ofthat will please the 
most exacting dress­
er. A shoe that has I1 >4-

Water Glassnot only a neat and 
dressy appearance, 

’but gives a perfect 
fit.
Strap Slippers in 

“Brown or Black Kid.
Price $10.00.

April 30 Customs Receipts In London In 15c Tins.

Largest Ever nown In History of Queen Ann Bedroom Suite
GENUINE BLACK WALNUT.

ity STRONG’S 
Drug Store
184 DUNDAS STREET

The customs report for April contains the record of th. 1. ,that of April 30th, when the collections amounted to $64 250 the largest day s collection in the history of London, 
As far as the inspector of customs can find out in the .

by the fact that as a month it totaled the largest monthly past records of the city, April was also unique 
amounted to $41,951.28. The figures of the report for the month areer. Th® total customs increase for the month

Dresser. Chifferobe, Dressing Table and Bed.
Regular price $275.00 for .............. ;............... $195

SOLD EXCLUSIVELY IN LONDON BY 

The J.P.COOKCo.,Ltd. The Ontario Furniture Co.
LIMITED.

228-230 Dundas Street.

Domestic 
Excise 
Tax. 

$116,782.06 
66,875.13

$49,906.93

Domestic 
Excise 
Duties. 
$18,222.47 
17,613.32

Import 
Duties. 

..$150,876.84
.126,305.88

Sales Tax 
on Imports.

$37.988.60 
20.539.09

$17,449.51

Excise Tax 
on Imports. Sundries.

Customs 
Total.

$189,954.61 
148,003.33

$ 41,951.28 
Increase.

JAZZ CAPS 
IN COLORED FELT OR STRAW, FOR 

BOYS AND GIRLS. 

Red Star News Co.
( 10 MARKET LANS.

Excise 
Total. 

$135,004.53
84.488.45

1923 .
1922 .

Tptal. 
$324.959.17' 
232,491.78

$ 92,467.39

$480.61 $608.56 
1,158.36

$ 549.80 
Decrease.

ar 210iXix
$ 24,570.96 $480.61

$ 609.15 $ 50,516.08
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