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The Maiden’s Choice
Or, TUB I.AIRDOF BIRKENCLEUCI1.

ifflculty on jfe.
Falls corespondent of the j 

St. Catharines Journal relata* an inci­
dent of rather a laugliable and exciting 
as well as dangerous nature, which oc­
curred there lately. The spray from the 
American fall, being dashed against the 
bank, has formed a heavy column several 
feet in height, down which the boys have 
been sliding for some time—but none 
but boysnc«Wtomed to the business can

C along at it. An elderly Yankee and 
two eons were here seeing the sights 
and amongst the rest noticed the boys 

operating on this columteof ice, alongside 
of which there is a means of getting up, 
but none, excepting sliding down the 
column, of descending. The .three

j ascended, and having got to the top they 
couldn't get down. Here was a tix. 
They couldn’t remain where they were,

A Tale of the Covenanters.,aud werc afraid l"folluw th« How.....- the old man, having a cane in his
When she entered, her fatherVas gazing 

out of the window, and though in her haste 
she made more noise than utfirtil, he seem­
ed so absorbed in his gaze as nut to no­
tice her coming, and it was not till she 
touched his arm mid spoke that he uppearéd 
to be aware of her presence.

1 Helen.’ he whispered hurriedly, without 
turning round, ‘ who is that tying up the 
tree on the lawn ?’

‘That?’ laughed Helen. 'Why that 
Richard Waylaud.’

’ he observed, still keeping 
tlv fixed on the same object.

hand, determined çn muking tlio venture 
and he started otf the seat of his panta­
loons,, holding lift head and feet up, and 
hie stick out iu front. The old fellow 
desdèbded with inconceivable velocity 
and in safety till he got about half-way, 
when the stick bit an obstruction, which 

, caused him to wheel about like a top, and 
; he arrived at the middle of the river all 

- safe but the seat of his usmentionablcs, 
which the ice had ground off, with a por­
tion of the native soil.- The old chap

MEBtitmf PRINTING HOUSE !

MACDONNELL STREET, CUELPH. GREAT
REDUCTION

S®* CHEAP, NEAT AND TASTY -S* AMERICAN WATCH

IN PRICE 
of the

PRINTING!
' 1 thought art,'

'Træ i rubbed the lacerated »*. after picking
ness to both. It is true, too true, and yet 
what a mercy that it has been discovered

‘ \Vhat is if, father, what is discovered ?' 
asked Helen in amazement.

He heaved a sigh, and turning round: fixed 
on her a commiserating look. Like all cun­
ning persons, he was a good actor; and well 
he knew and could sustain the part lie now 
sought to assume.

‘Oh, father, what is it?’ she asked again, 
and now anxiously, for his meaning look 
frightened her.

• Is anybody within hearing ?’ ho inquired, 
gtancing towards the door.

•Nobody,* she answered. ‘The servants 
are in the kitchen or up stairs. We arc quite, 
alone. Oh, father, I tear you have brought 
bad news.*

‘Both bad and good, my child—both bud 
and good. They are bad m themselves, but 
good as to tiie time they have come. Had 
this discovers been made*when you werc the 
wife of .Richard Wayland, how dreadful if 
would have been.’

Helen turned pale, and her breath came 
quick. ‘ Merciful heaven, what mean you?' 
she gasped. ‘Something aboyt Richard; 
tell me, oh, tell me what it is.’

‘ So I will, my child. I have come to 
Brankswood for no other purpose, and sail at 
heart has my errand made me. But first 
you must swear never to reveal what I am 
about to discldse to you.’

• Richard must know it,’’ she exclaimed.
• Nobody must kuow it, and he least of all. 

Swflfcr, therefore, never to breath it to mor­
tals

‘ I cannot take such an oath,’ answered 
Helen. ' Since it concerns Richard he ought 
to know it. Nay, if it is some foul slandi 
against his character he shall know it, that 
he may vindicate his stainless reputation.'

‘ Hush, Helen,’ rejoined her father. ‘ Don’t 
be hasty and impulsive like that. Unless I 
have your solemn promise not to divulge to 
mortal what I have to tell von, my tidings 
roust remain unspoken, ana what follows 
#111 be to you rtbt only painful, but tenfold 
more painful beciuse incomprehensible.’
. V Do not say so, father,’ she earnestly re­
turned. ‘ It is a mistake on your part. I am 
sure it is, in seeking to impose this oath on 
me. Leave me free to act as my conscience 
will direct. If It will be wrong to tell Richard 
I «will not do so, but if I feel it necessary I 
must reserve the power.*

• N* child, no. 1 tell you this cannot be. 
It is uot for Richard I ask your silence, but 
for another, who should be dearer to yon 
still.*

She regarded him for some moments with

himself up, and then, finding that the 
eorcuere had no claim on him, lie beckon­
ed for his progeny to follow suit. The 
first that tried thought he would improve 
<m dad's mode, and started to go down» 
on his stomach, feet first. He miscalcu­
lated, however, and, meeting an obstruc­
tion, was turned round, and went down 
head foremost, incapacitating^his nose 
for handkerchief exorcise for some days. 
—The third calculated that he had seen 
enough to show him how to get down, 
and he started head first, allowing, when 
he reached the Ice on the river, that the 
slide was just a “ leetle the go! darndest 
queerest institution I ever see’d.” I be- 
believe the trio start for home to-morrow 
perfectly satisfied with all they have seen 
and felt hero.

FOR THE CHEAPEST AND BEST

Book and Job Pointing
Co to the Mercury Printing House, Macdonnell-st.

COMMERCIAL.
The Guelph Markets.

Mercury Office, Uuelimi. >
February 20, 1GG8. )

We give quotations this week as they stood 
on Saturday. During the lust three days of 
last week there was but little produce on the 
Market, and this week so far, all that was 
brought in was one load of wheat. It was 
offered on Monday, but being ot indifferent 
quality the owner could not get an offer to 
suit him, and so he stored it and went home. 
Consequently what grain would fetch to-day 
we have no means of 
Flour, V 100 lbs 
Fall Wheat, y bush 
Spring Wheat V hush 
Oats V bush
Barley do •
Hay V ton

Shingles, V square 
Wood, y curd

' knowing.
$ 3 ”

C<*

Butt*

3 00 
0 27 
0 14

ter, firkin, V It. ............ 0 13

'I'lIH American Watch Company dfWaUhan:, Mass., Wring determined to place tlielr severs! grades
1 ol Watvlies at price* within the reach <>f all parties, and to effectually shut out all Swiss coun­

terfeit Watches, have decided from this date to supply their Wst' lies in the Dominion of Canada at 
flic lieu «old value of American Cu rrcncy. The Company by thus payingall duty, 
costs and charges on tlielr Watches into Gamuts, will supply to the people of the Dominion the

Cheapest Watches in the World.
Th- Wat'lies are of all grad'-s, from the finest Gold Watch made, adapted to any i-lhnate from tlio 

ÜTopies to the Poles, at a price to suit the wcatby connoisseur or for presentation, to the Cheap 
rilvei I .ever, strongaii'l serviceable, regulated to minutes, suitable to the Mechanic and Fanner, aud 
Suit i- as low in prices as any moderate quality Swiss Wal'h. Our grades of Extra Heavy Cased 
Wale lacs fur Railway Engineers and Lumbermen deserve particular attention in Çauaun, as no­
thing i in equal them for the purpose. -Our leading Watches in 18 Caret Gold Casewfor ladies 
and Private Gentlemen, at medium prices, will also be found very desirable.

We are frequently asked why we don’t advertise prices. We reply that as we only supply the trade 
and as our Watvlies are now kept by most respectable houses, the public can rely on being served at 
a lair advance on the Manufacturer's l.ist. Our trade marks are Amkhu an WatcM Co., Avi:i.ktos 
Tn.v v & Co., Waltham Watcii Co., 1*. 8. Bartlett, Wm. Ellery, Home Watvii Co. Guaranteed 

evtilicate (except the Home C'u., whit Ills warranted by tin1 seller. The pur- 
quirc the guarantee, as there are Swiss counterfeits for sale in some places.

j General Agents.

AULA GAN & INNES
on Mivlonmell-st.,HAVE spared neither labor nor expense In fitting up their extensive p.............. ....... . ......

(East of tin- (ioi.i'i’N l.iusl, with EVERY MODERN IMPROVEMENT requisite to the sqveess- 
' ' -arrying on of one of the largest Printing Houses in the Dominion.

OUR JOB DEPARTMENT

Dec-iiils-r lOlli, 1807"

ROBBINS 4. APPLETON, NvwY- 
ROBERT WILKES, Torontom„l llnntrcl j

D. SAVAGE, Agent, Guelph.
THE

Commercial Union Assurance Co’y.
8TATÜUBNT IN COMPLIANCE WITH ACT OF PARLIAMENT, 29 rd 

Viet., Cap. 33, Section 11.
rf'ïlR Capital of this Company is £2,600,000 sterling, divided into 50,000 shares of £50 each.
1 The number of shares issued is 50,000.

amount of c0 per share have been made, under which the sum of £■250,000 have been 

nf tlie Company on the 1st. day of July, If07, were :
k-s, including Duty, l ire, Life, ami Marine Losses......................  30,000 0s Od

We have snpplii d with tlv most Ei eg*\t and

The Newest Styles of Type
AND TIIE LATEST AND MUST

’ she faltered.

hhe regarded him tor ! 
a look of gainful dubiety

‘ Y ou mean yourself Y1
‘ No, uot myself.*
' For whose sake, then V she asker.
' For yovk mother's sake,’ he slowly uud 

impressively answered.
• My mother's sake?’ she involuntarily re­

peated, with miugted wouder and astonish

• Now,' he added, ‘yon have some clue to 
my meaning. Knowing what I know I 
should be able to judge of the necessity of 
exacting from you this solemn promise. I 
tell you Helen, it is due to your mother’s 
memory—do you still refuse ?’

1 No,’ she immediately*aii8wercd, ‘ I pro­
mise ; I"swear iu the sight of Heaven never 
to divulge this secret.’

That will do. My lips arc now unsealed 
This Richard Wayland —you know his par­
entage is shrouded in mystery.'

She nodded an affirmative reply, for the 
violent beating of heart deprived her of the 
power of speech.

' He was found an infant at one of the lodge

Geese, each 
Turkeys each 
Chickens, V pair 
Ducks, do

Apples, y bairel 
Lamb, y lb
Beef
Beef, y »
Pork, y 100 Us.
Sheen Pelts, each 
Lambskins

0 25 
0 ?°

4 50 
0 05
5 0C
0 50

1 6S
1 57 
0 56

Money Market.
Iacksun’r Exchanok OrricrJ ) 
Guelph, February 20, ISOs. *'

i'-ks bo't at 70 1<. 70J; Sold U71 to 71 J.
. bought at 41 to 5 dis. ; sold at 4 to 4). 

Upper Caiiadu Bank Bills bought at 55c. to 60c. 
Comim-rcial Bank Bills bought at 95< tutfbv full 
rate in silver.

IMPROVED JOB PRESSES
Enabling ns to turn out specimens of work justly considered models of Typographical Beauty. 
NEW PRESSES we have Machines from all the celebrated makers, such as

Hoe’s Railway Cylinder Press.
Hoe’s Hand Press.

Gordon’s celebrated Segment Job Press, and 
Gordon’s Card and Bill Head Press,

A novelty, and acknowledg'd '.<• l.e the si i-Ub i-ltha "1 Tred-Uc Prisses, lu addition to the a lx vc 
valuable and highly improved Printing Machines, ire have a very large 

aud complete assortnifut of

BOOK & JOB TYPE

Tke.ASSBW of tiirCompiuiyfou that day were :
Government Securities—

Bills (Drafts not matured)..................................
Gash at bankers and office.............  .................
Stamp* in hand...................................................
On dmpoaitjit bankers, &•'................ - .............

Other Securities—
Madras Railway Debentures............,................
Lancashire and Yorkshire Debenture*...............
Delhi Bail way stock..........................................
Ceylon Company's Debentures...........................
Great Southern of India Railway Shares.........
Canada 5 per cent. Stock (Inscribed)...............
Freehold Offices in Cortthill..............................
Due from Agents, &<•.........  ............................
Loans on Mortgage, &c......................................

FIRE BRANCH.
Amount of Ivosae* due and mijiaid ............ ..............

do do on *us|»en*c.................................
Payment resisted..........................................................

£30,125 14b 8d

£54,052 0 0 
31,500 17 11

£13,193

23,000 0 0

v n flf,n 0 e
8

9
0

10.030 _ü_Ji 78,650 10 7 
65,803 00 0 
3b,72V 14 8 

174,570 0 0

£4b7,'.*14 1Î 2

£12,805
nil

800

Amount of Prwuinma— 
Earned during the Year.. 
Unearned........................

I, Jam** Rohe, uf the City of Montreal, merchant, one of the General Agents for Canada of the 
Commercial Union Assurance Company do hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge aud be­
lief, the foregoing statement is correct and trne.

JAMES ROSE.
Sworn before roe, at the City of Montreal, this 30th day of Janùary, 1868.

A. M. DE LISLE, J. P.

Guelph, Feb. 12th, 1668.
Agents for Cuelph, McLACAN A INNES.

PLASTER, PLASTER

Kirk-
MONTREAL MARKETS.

d, Livingstone Si Co's. <e)torl by Spe

gates. Lady Barton gave the child to the wife 
of the lodge-keeper to ndrsc, and charged 
herself with his upbringing. He was reared 
at Brankswood, and as soon as he was able 
to work he entered the service of the family, 
and has never quitted it.’

• All that 1 know,' gasped Helen ; * but 
what has it to do with your tidings ?’

1 Much, as you will presently learn. Have 
you never heard a guess made at Wayland'* 
parentage Y Has it not been whinereu iu the 
servant? hall flint Sir Gilbert is his father?’

• Oh, it has ; but I never gave heed to the 
base and baseless slander.’

■ Baseless? 1 never saw the youth till to- 1 
day—never till my eye lighted on him from 1 
the window—and yet, Helen, before you told ( ( 
me who he was, I guessed it from his resem­
blance to Sir Gilbert,'

' Father, you are dreaming,' exclaimed u> 
lfeleu. 1 There is not the slightest resem­
blance between Richard and Sir Gilbert.* | 8.-

4 You may not see it, but I do. Why child i 
it is strong—it is iiumistukable ; but there is 
also in his face another resemblance which 1 , 
eun trace—alas ! only t-xi plainly.’

‘To whom?—to whom?’she breathlessly

‘ To his mother !’
‘ You know, then, who she is.r
‘ 1 know who she was. 1 have learned it 

since last night, and neither you nor I can 
be thankful enough the discovery was made

' Who then was his mother?' faltered Hel­
en. ‘ Do not hesitate to tell me. She may ! 
have been an outcast, Worthless, abandoned, 
but Richard is not answerablg for that.— 
Were she the vilest of the vile, it does not 
affect his goodness and nobleness, nor can it 
make the slightest difference iu our relation 
to each etbe^-Jwould dispise myself, and 
would deserve robe despised by all, if I lov­
ed him less because his mother’s character 
was trail. But tell me who «he was.’

• First, let us speak of your mother,’ said

Telegraph to 'Evening Mercury.')
MoNguKAL. February 26, lsC*.

Flour -Fancy, $7 60 t" 87 75; Superfine No 1. 
57 45 t«> 87 60 ; W'dlmcl Canal, 87 no. Bag flour, 
83 60 to *3 73. flats 46 <• to 47'-. Bailey V5r to 
51. Butter---dairy 15e to 20c ; store packed 15.- 
t" 20c. Ashes Poi* $5 35 to #5 40. pearls $5 SO

Flour small asrivals, market stagnant, rates 
minimally unchanged. Grain nominal, no -.ah.-s 
Provisions- pork slightly firmer ; Hogs unchang­
ed ; Butter good demand at former rates. Lard 
iiiipioving. A-dies unchanged.

Comprising evsrg knoicn Style, Size tttid f 'ariety,

And are constantly receiving front Type I"- under* in Great Britain and the United States such new 
mid useful, Plain and Ornamental laces ns correct taste and cu lightened rxpvlitn c may dictate, and 
are therefore prepared to «xm-iite all orders entrust' d,to us

THE SUBSCRIBE!:* HAVE AT PRESENT V l’Ul.L SUPPLY VF

GROUND PLASTER
Toronto, February 22. 1868 

Flour Receipts, 160 blls; No. 1, at 87 0 
87 10 Fall Wheat 81 7l« Spring Wheat 81 6 
81 62. Vats 5V-. Barley 81 24 cr $|

Fall wheat, 
(S' 81 60 pel Ini

, February 25, IS66. 
t 81 77. spring do 81 "•

did. Barley—81 ■

CUELPH LUMBER MARKET.
(Corrected by Messrs (lowly <6: Stewart, of 

Wellington Lumber Yard.)
< h-ar I' and 2 inch Plank from 82 1 o0 nf 825 0

1* inch Boards ........... " 12 00 " 16 0
1) " Flooring................" 15 on " 1* 0

Common IJ and IJ in. Flooring " 14 00 " 000
I in. bund#and 2iti plank" 
tllng all »iz< ' up to 16 feet " 
and Jolsting from .81'. 20'

" 'y 2 Cut and Sawn

Water Lime ]wr barrel.......
Plaster (Calcine) *' .......

Guelph, Jan. 30. 1868. •

From the Finest and most Delicate Card to the 
Attractive and Mammoth Poster.

MORE PROMPTLY, NEATLY, AM)

AT CHEAPER RATES !
Than can be done by any other establishment in the County. Bciiigprm tionl Pi inters of lengthened 

experience, and •having a thorough1 knowli due of the wants of the community 
of this setton, < inploynig none but

The very Best of Workmen !

ig i< good, farmers should get I heir supplies. By advice* from Paris, York* 
learn that all that can be produced is already engaged, anil that the demand 
will far exceed the supply. We have been able to secure only.

©> Q> T Q 3^ B;m

Instead of 5VO, ami we c those requiring any to puivlmsc early.

A small lot of very fine Clover Seed on hand

JAS. MASSIEZ & CO.
Guelph, 17lli January 1668.

,/.r/> rsm the rest he .«.irraiMr,

1 to turn out v

Cringan, deliberately.
• My mother?’ echoed Helen. ‘ Good hea­

ven, falhcr, what connection has my mother 
with this matter?’

‘ Much, alas much,' he replied. ' You re­
member a few minutes before she died, when 
you knelt by her bedside, she made a great 
effort to say something to vou.’

‘Oh ! yes. yes. I remember it,* said Helen 
her eyes filling with tears. ‘She made an 
anxious and painful effort to say something, 
which she evidently wished me much to 
know ; but strength and life failed her, and 
she died with the words unspoken. One 
faint whisper was all I could catch, aud in 
that whisper was the name of Lady Burton.'

TO BE CONTINUED.

•Pahs it Rovxo.—The steamship Nova 
Scotian, which arrived at Portland on Mon­
day, brought a family of seven children from 
Ireland—Margaret- aged IV ; James, J." ; 
Mary Ann, 13 ; Eliza,*; Agues and Sarah, 
twin's, 4 ; and John, 3. Their mother started 
with them, hut at the Inst moment went 
ashore 10 post a letter, and the steamer sailed 
without her. The mother had all the money, 
and the children were left with only passage 
tickets. The children have forgotten the 
name of the town in Canada West where 
their father lives. His name is Wm. Owens, 
and lias he been in America three years. 
They had a brother, Robert Owens, at Nor-
ïr er " 1 ^ ‘‘ousin of their mother's, James
Moffat, the think, is employed as u carter 
at Toronto, the Peruvian will take them 

to Ireland next Saturday, unless their

UPHOLSTERY
OHAS. FÏRESTINE

(Juebec-at., near Howard and Jones,

18 prepared to execute orders for all kinds of Up­
holstering in a neat and expeditious manner.

StiFAS, LtitiN€ES,
Chairs, Ac., re stuffed. Church Scats re-trimmed. 
Picture Hanging, Ac., on short notice, and at 
moderate rates.

Remember the place -Quvbec-st, Guelpli. 
Guelph, ldth Feb, 1868. lm

CASH™ CASH. CASH !
Our reasons for adhering to \ 

the Cash System are :
1st—Synt* matte Credit lut* nothing to do 

with Ooods purchased for our own | 
Consumption.

‘2nd—The. Cash System gives the rich no | 
advantage onr the poor.

3rd— /< is wrong to charge prof Is to thost 
who pay to balance t/h loss of those | 
who don't pay.

4th— .1 large proportion cannot or will 
not pay jrhen they agree to ; feel 1no- 
rose when asked to pay, cross to the 
other side of the street when they see 
their end it or* coming, lose self-res 
pect, feci and arc demoralized. 

otll—It is worth fifteen per cent, to collect 
small hills.

Gtli—It is wrong to indulge customers in 
lush—m ise rable economy.

7th—/ won't do any such thing.
If you want to set the largest, best and 

cheapest stock of Boots ana Shoes West of j 
Montreal, call at the Montreal Boot and 
Shoe Store, Wyndham-st, Guelph.

THE HIGHEST STYLE OF THE AllT !
And at such Pikes a* set competition completely at defiance.

We earn Supply on the Bhortest Sotiee $

BUSINESS CARDS,
BLANK AND TAG CARDS,
NOTE AND LETTER HEADINGS, 
CIRCULARS and BILL HEADS,

PHOGBA.WYIES, 
BALL TICKETS, 
PAMPHLETS, 
RECEIPTS,
LAW BLANKS,

BRIEFS, 
CATALOGUES, 
BILIXOF FARE, 
POSTERS,
HAND BILLS,

AND ALL KINDS AND STYLES UF

LABELS,
BY-LAWS,
CHARTERS,
CERTIFICATES,
CONSTITUTIONS,

LETTER PRESS PR11TI1S 8

ORDERS BY MAIL,
Older* from any part of the country will re 

■ ■I warded bv the earliest possible conveyance
vive prompt attention, ami a* s

Orders Solicited, and Satisfaction Guaranteed.

McLAGAM & INNES,

GREAT CLEARING SALE
__________________ - ÿ-

The Great Clearing Sale ot

IS STILL GOING ON AT

WM. STEWART’S,
Guclph*|llth De ember, 1667.

Gold & Silver Plating
A. HOWIE «£ CO.
Royal Hotel Balding*, James-st.,

HAMILTON.

Watclios, Chains, Ring» PencIlCasrs, 
'mid nil kind» of Jewelry 

Plated In Gold.
Tea Set ta, C * Baskets, Knives. Forks, Spoons, 

.V ., 1‘lutvd at reasonable rates.

-Hho, Door Plates tf Carriage 
Trimmings

of every description done to order with- neat ties 
Mid despatch.

Orders from a distance punctually attended to. 
Hamilton. Novetntir 231867. 3iudw

Funerals, Funerals !

RATM.AN TOVELL lias to intimate tha 
lie is'prepared to attend funeral* a* usual 

Coffins always on hand. Ilenrse to hire.
His Steam Planing Mill is in constant Operation. 

All kinds of lumber, sashes, doors, blinds, mould­
ings, &c. He solicits a share of public patronage.

NATHAN TOVELL,
Guelpli. 27thxAug. 1S67. Nelson Crescent

GEORGE PALMER

BARRISTER and Attomer-et-LawAoHe;
tor in Chancery. Notary Publie end Con- 

eyouocr. Office.No.4. Day> Blo»h juelph-


