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I PAST n.
(Being an Essay Written by J. SINCLAIR TAIT, M.D.)., I

In Part one of this Essay I en
deavoured to outline in a general 
way the “Modern Pul jilt" in its rela
tion to modern thought and the re
constructive tendencies of the times. 
In further extending the subject I de
sire to put forth my views as to the 
requisite qualities of the "Modern 
Parson” if he is to measure up to the 
responsibilities, duties and demands 
of this wonderful and progressive 
age.

Those great problems of faith and 
Unbelief, which agitate the mind and 
ruffle the surface of Life, must be put 
on trial, so that the valid and reliable 
may be separated from the indifferent 
and unreal, and mankind , saved from 
those» “Sunless gulfs of doubt” into 
which so many are drifting to-day.

There never has been a time in the 
history of the Christian Church when 
an intelligent exposition of the Scrip
tures should be made, not so much 
An the refinements of theology, as in 
the essentials of simple, religious be
lief. Our readjustment to changing 
conditions demand this; so that the 
••Modern Parson” to be successful, and 

"at his best, must be trained to think 
and act more in harmony with the 
spirit of the times, rather than in the' 
theology of those fixed dogmas and 
mechanical standards which only 
cripple the mind, and stagnate the 
soul. We must not fear the “New 
Knowledge” as expressed by Darwin, 
Spenser, Driver and others. Neither 
science nor criticism can ever affect 
the truth and validity of the Sacred 
Scriptures, when rightly interpreted, 
or in any way lessen the life of God 
in the human soul.
"The former has rendered a great 

service to man in giving him a larger 
control over the forces of Nature, 
together with a grander conception 
of the Universe. While the latttr 
seeks to give us a more credible and 
Verifiable account of the order, char
acter and literature of the Bible, 
with a view of restating the truth 
contained therein in terms of modern 
philosophic thought. For we must 
bear in mind that the Bible is not a 
book of theology, but a book of reli
gion.

Many timid Chritians when brought 
face to face with difficulties never be
fore considered, and confronted by 
truth not yet reconciled to the stand
ee

ards of modern belief, become fear
ful, and imagine that the foundations 
of our Holy Religion may be destroyed, 
and that Atheism and Anarchy will 
rule the world. To such persons may 
we be permited to say that as long as 
the mind of man is free to think and 
act for itself, we need never look for 
any visible, authorative guide to come 
to us and remove the difficulties, and 
make doubt and uncertainty impos
sible. Bailey tells ns

“Whô never doubted, never half be>- 
lieved,

Where doubt, there truth to—’tis her 
shadow.”

Our life is not only a pilgrimage, 
but a discipline as well, and in our 
passage through time there is no rea
son why we should not exercise hon
est and anxious inquiry in seeking a 
reason and authority for what we have 
been taught to believe. In all this, 
however, it is ours to feel that a con
scious divinity still lives within the 
soul whose

“Dwelling is the light of setting suns, 
And the round ocean, and the living 

air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of 

man.”
In coming down to the qualifications 

of the “Modern Parson” we must 
again remind our readers in the 
words of a recent writer that

“A new day is upon us. The War 
has changed all lines of endeavour.

, Higher standards in Church and Na
tion are demanded. New types of 
leadership is required. Competi
tion between the forces of good 
and evil will be keen. Only as the 
Church trains her future leaders 
can she hope to adequately meet 
her obligations and opportunities.” 
Our “Modern Parson” must be a 

man of good physique and of com
manding personality. His life habits 
must solidify more and more into 
personal characteristics, the varying 
assortments of which will give him 
inspiration and power.

While all the elements of beauty 
and perfection of form cannot be 
found in any one pêrson, yet the 
more of these our “Modern Parson” 
possesses, the more successful will 
he become. This composite charac
ter wil give us the “Ideal Parson”— 
the one who will combine all the

best virtues and qualities, whose im
itation will 4ielp to insure a useful, 
profitable and honored life. Such a 
man cannot but succeed, for he is 
above his calling; he overtops his 
vocation.

In an article written by that dis
tinguished theologian and writer, Dr. 
Denny of Glasgow, he offered the 
opinion that three elements were 
necessary for an efficient preacher, 
(a) He must know his Bible thor
oughly well so as tp find the Gospel 
in it; (b) He must be so thoroughly 
trained as regards his literary style, 
and his mode of delivery, as to com-

Truth still abides, God is not dead, 
And though old views depart,
A loftier temple domes our head,
A larger hope our Heart”

The Congrega
tional Pulpit.

On Sunday morning the Rev. Dud
ley B. Ashford spoke on iho subject 
of “Mutual Helpfulness and Co-opera
tion.” He found a very appropriate 
text for his purpose in Isa. 41, 8-7,
“Then helped everyone his neighbor; 
and everyone said to his brother, “Be
of good courage.” So the carpenter 

mand his message by its manner as encourageed the goldsmith, and he 
well as its matter; and (c) He must : ^at 8mooth with the hammer him 
be so familiar with the thought of ’ smiteth the anvil, saying, “It is 
the age as to adapt his preaching to j good And he fastened it with nails 
its needs and requirements. If we 
analyze these requirements we shall
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that it should not be moved.” These 
words were really a description of a | 

soon discover that they are the fund- work.ahop ecene and were written in 
amentals of a calling which require 
vision, humanism and indisputable 
learning. For in no calling must a 
person be more sure of his ground, 
and more careful in expressing his 
opinions, than in that of the “Mod
ern Parson.” He is forever on ground 
which he must make substantial by 
his works. He must invite confid-- 
ence by his sincerity, and only when 
he knows himself, and his subject, 
can he be actually sincere.

The maxim “Know thyself" does 
not suffice, “Know others—know 
them well,” is good advice.

It must- be remembered that times 
change, and so must everything else.
The preacher of to-day must be more 
human, and less stiff, than hereto
fore. The strait-laced, unbending 
clergyman, who fears to smile lfest he 
should appear undignified, has but 
little charm in the pulpit, more es
pecially to our younger generation.
The distractions of the twentieth 
century are so many and varied that 
the Church must, in a sense, com
pete with them. The long drawn 
out theological sermons, which in ot
her times were considered essential 
to the preacher's art, have lost their 
attractive power, and become practi
cally obsolete. The music has gone 
out of them, and their liturgies 
fast becoming lost. In fact the “Mod 
ern Parson” is one who must fall in

sarcasm of the heathen idol-makers’ 
attempt to manufacture a god for 
themselves. But though the energy 
and art of these heathens may have 
been mis-applied, there is something 
to be learned from the spirit in which 
they worked. Note for instance the 
spirit of friendliness and brotherli
ness amongst them. Everyone said to 
his brother “Be of good courage.” 
That is the spirit which is needed in 
the labour world to-day. It used to 
characterise the ancient guilds to a 
large extent; then men worked with 
enthusiasm and vied with each other \ 
to do the best possible work. To-day 
there is too much envy of the man | 
who does more or better work than 
oursedves and the tendency is rather 
to hinder than to encourage men to do 
more work and better. This same 
spirit is needed in the churches. How 
rarely are churches characterized by 
brotherliness. Many Christians are as 
cold as ice-bergs and some churches 
are religious refrigerators. Said a 
young fellow to me concerning a cer
tain church in Hobart, “I went to that 
church for two years and not a soul 
spoke to me.” And said another, 
“There’s no room for me in that 
church; I’m not in their sphere.”- 
There should be no social distinctions 

are : or superior cliques within the church;
| they all belong to one family and 
should be united in their love to 
Christ. Note also the spirit of co-op-as far as possible, with the prevailing

fashion, and keep up with the move- j eratlon amongst" these idol-makers, 
ments of the times. Above a11 h®, "They heiped everyone his neighbour;

the carpenter encouraged the gold-must practice what he preaches, and 
be able to find out what most both
ers the men and women to whom he 
preaches. He must talk to them in 
a practical way—not in set phrases 
and ready made speeches, but with 
spontaneity of thought, and that

smith.” And in the church of to-day 
the same spirit is needed. One would 
think that the various denominations 
were opposing armies instead of regi
ments under the same Generalissimo. 
The one thing that a soldier dreads

freedom of expression which stamps ] above everything else is firing into
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him as a sympathetic friend, who is 
desirous of helping them in times cf 
difficulty and distress.

It is a mooted question how far 
our “Modern Parson” should go in 
the matter of “muck-raking.” The 
sensational preacher, no doubt, at
tracts the crowd ; but if he wishes to 
draw the crowd continuously, he 
must not only be sensational, hut 
rational. The sensible man does not 
want an actor for his parson. He, 
however, wishes his minister to be 
full of animation and life. He wants 
him to deliver his sermons in a fash
ion which will not put him to sleep, 
as the droning and drivel of some 
pulpits do.

The social activities of the Church 
should receive a fair proportion of 
the pastor’s attention, but he must 
not intrude too much religion into 
these endeavours, so as tq make all 
Church and nothing else. While no 
one would like to drive the spiritual 
out of the people’s mind, yet it must 
be remembered that we need change 
and relaxation. The Church pros
pers and grows if it keeps in touch' 
with social advancement, yet the 
mantle of the Church must not be 
used to envelop these to an inordin
ate extent so as to loose sight of more 
vital things. Our “Modern Parson” 
must not be too radical nor too con
servative. He must be able to adapt 
himself to Changing conditions, and 
be able to meet his people on even 
ground.

He must not exploit either himself, 
or his sermons, too much through the 
newspapers, as such advertisements, 
like those bf the vendors of quack 
medicines, are extremely offensive to 
all well thinking people.

Finally the man who thinks well and 
acts accordingly, who goes ont of 
his way to help his people, and knows 
enough bn a hot day to cut his ser
mon short, will be regarded by his 
parishdeers, not only as a "Modern 
Parson” but a “Model” one as well.

“If the lamps are dull and pale,
The stare are shining still ;
If shadows gather in the vale,
The Sun is on the hill.

des
Jty.

his own men ; and yet that is what the 
churches are always doing. I for one 
do not look for immediate union of 
all the churches. So long as men are 
cast in different moulds so they will 
esire to think and worship different- 

But what we do need is a more 
ifriendly attitude towards one another 
and more of this spirit of co-opera
tion. I notice that it took carpenters, I 
goldsmiths, tinsmiths and black
smiths to make an idol. And. there is 
scope for every kind of talent in the 
work of the church. We need the 
one talent men and women as well as 
the ten talent ones. A tourist ex
pressed his admiration for Cologne 
Cathedral to a workman who was 
standing near by. “Yes” said the man, 
“It’s a fine building and it took us 
many a year to build.” “Took YOU” 
said the tourist, “What did you have 
to do with it?” “Well sir, I mixed the 
mortar” replied the man. A Catherdal 
cannot be built without mortar mix
ers. These old idol-makers encour
aged one another. “They said of the 
soldering. “It is good” (R.V.) What 
a difference a word of encouragement 
makes. _ I remember making a fearful 
hash of a sermon on one occasion, at 
least I thought so. As I left the 
church feeling fearfully despondent, 
a lady slipped a scrap of paper into 
my hand on which were the simple 
words, “a beautiful sermon.” It was 
a great encouragement; my message 
had helped someone at least. Friend 
be an encourager and an inspirer. Let 
us catch the spirit of these old hea
then idol-makers and let ue co-oper
ate in the great work of establishing 
the Kingdom of God here upon earth.

U-

PILES Do not suffit 
another day with 
Itching, Bleed
ing, or Protrud
ing Piles, No 
surgical oper
ation required. 

Dr, Chase’s Ointment will relieve you at once 
and as certainly cure you. HOc. a oox: all 
dealers, or Kdmanson, Bates & Co., Limited, 
Toronto. Sample box free if you mention this 
paper and enclose So. stamp to pay postage.

WAS NEVER OFF IT.
Newfoundland has been replaced on 

the map. The aviators did it.—Am
erican paper.

FALSE STATEMENTS.
Certain parties, either through ignorance of facts or with criminal intent, have circulated 

the report that this company is in difficulties, that we were about to wind up, that we nave no 
money to pay due hills, and that Shareholders would lose their investment.

Statements like these are absolutely false in eveiy respect. We have no unpaid obligations 
or liabilities of any kind, and we have all the funds necessary to carry on the legitimate busi
ness of the company, and our company is as strong to-day as it ever was.

The financial affairs of Champion Machine Co. have "no possible relation to the funds of J. J. 
Lacey & Co. and intelligent investors know that J. J. Lacey & Co. cannot be affected in any man
ner whatsoever by any development in the affairs of Champion Machine Co.

False statements like the above are highly damaging to our business and cannot go unchecked, 
so we publish this flat denial of same for the information of our Shareholders and all clients in 
our American companies, and as a specific warning to all other parties concerned.

J. J. Lacey & Co., Limited,
CITY CHAMBERS.

SELECT THAT HOUSE 
DRESS OR BUNGALOW 
APRON NOW.

REGULAR PRICE $2.50, NOW

$2.00
Here is an assortment of about-the-house 

wear, simple, sturdy garments for house clean
ing and for morning occasions,

VTnis is your opportunity to get your sum
mer’s needs in House Dresses right now, when 
you can have the longest wear of these pretty 
garments.

And the price is exceptional,

MÏLLEY’S.
il

Meitz and Weiss Marine Engines !
We have now in transit and due by the S.S. Adolph, 

Wednesday, July 2nd,*
Two-75 h.p. Meitz and Weiss Motor Engines

Suitable for Vessels of from 75 to 100 tons.
To any person anticipating installing an engine of this 

size in their schooners, we are prepared to submit an 
interesting proposition.

dob’s Stores Ltd.
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Don’t say Paper, say The Evening Telegram.
j


