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these postponements are simply
for the purpose of affording time
to their political agents, the Grit
supervisors, to consider the situa-
tion and discover where the ex-
penditure of public money will be
most effective, not in improving
the highways, but in securing
votes for the Government. We
would advise the people to be on
the look out for them, they are
about as noxious a brood as the
potato bug, and their continuous
presence in any particular locality
bodes no good to the community.

AT OTTAWA,

The house of commons is still
struggling to find out who told
that falsehood about Colonel
White and Colonel Vince. but
the discussion did not clear
the matter up from the minister’s
point of view. We have the fact
that a number of officers were
appointed by General Hutton to
take the staff course. They were
appointed on his own knowledge
of their fitness. Two of their
names were struck off afterward
by the minister. Two officers of
the department, both imperial of-
ficers, neither of them acquainted
with or at all interested in Can-
adian politics, informed these
officers that their names had. been
struck off by order of the minister
because they had taken partin
politics. The votes went so far
as to explain in detail that the
offence was public speaking on the
side of the opposition. The de-
spatches stated that this objection
was taken by the minister and
was his reason for eancelling the
appointment.

BORDEN GAVE THE PART-
IZAN REASON, BUT “NOT
OFFICIALLY.

Now the minister states that
he never assigned this reason
“ officially,” and that the' letters
were not written under his in-
structions. There is no doubt
that he did not tell Colonel Fos-
ter or General Hutton to assign
the political reasons. There is no
doubt that he was annoyed when
he found that this reason had
been assigned, But there is no
member of the house who sypposes
that either General Hutton or
Colonel Foster invented the rea-
son, and there is no doubt that
politics was the real cause of the
minister’s action. After the min-
ister’s story is told it seems clear
that Colonel Foster knew the min-
ister’s real reason, and learned it
from the minister himself, and
that he communicated it to the
officers, not then supposing that
the minister was ssgamed of it
What the minister evidently in-
tended was that the officers should
assign a technieal military reason,
which he seems to think that he
furnished, and should withhold
the true reason which he knew
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Our Provincial Legislature.
NEARLY half the month of April
has passed and yet the Legislature
of this Province has not been
called for the despatch of business,
Some time ago the Government
press indicated that the Legisla-
ture would meet in March; but
March came and went and still
the House did not meet. Hints
“were thrown out that April the
17th was the likely date; but the
last issue of the Royal Gazette
contains a. proclamation continu-
ing the prorogation of the House
from the 7th to the 23rd of April,
and then not to meet for the des-
patch of business. Surely this
delay in calling the meeting of the
Legislature is nothing less than
the perpetration of an outrage
upon the people of this Province.
It is quite plain that the Legisla-
ture, if it-is to meet at all, is to be
called together at a season of the
year when it is important for most
of the representatives to be at
home attending to their private
business ; when it 1s least conveni-
ent for them to attend. The Gov-
ernment may hope, in the dire
straits in which they find them-
selves, that should they call the
Legislature at such an inconveni-
ent season, criticism of their con-
duct might to some extent be dis-
armed, in consequence of the gen-
eral desire of having a short ses-
sion. If they are animated by
any such hope they may find
their hopes rudely shattered. But
what is the meaning of all this
delay ? That is easily understood.
The Government have been schem-
ing since December last to bring
their following into such shape as
to be able to meet the Legislature
with a reasonable hope of passing
through the session in safety, but
notwithstanding that Pineau has
been spirited away and Wise bas
been euchred out of his seat, they
seem to be as uncertain as ever
regarding the exact position which
they occupy. But why should
the public business be made to
suffer in consequence of the-Gov-
ernment’s difficulties and disagree-
ments 7 If the Government find
they have not the suppert of a
majority in the Legislature it is
their duty to return to the people
the trust which beloags to them
and afford an opportunity for plac-
ing in power a Government that
will command the confidence of
the people and the people’s re-
presentatives. This is the only
ccurse consistent with the prinei-
ples of responsible government.
But the Goverament of this Pro-
vince seem disposed to set at
naught all ideas of responsibility
to the people ; they appear deter-
mined to cling to power regard-
less of the people’s will; to retain
the seals of office and to manipu-
late the public funds as may seem
most advantageous to themselves,
regardless of the publie réquire-
mentsand thedesiresof theelector-
ate. They know they are ut-
terly discredited by the people;
they know they are outraging
public deecency by retaining in
office an Attorney-General defeat-
ed by the people four months ago,
when he appealed to them for ree
election. Yet they continue in
office and presume to spend the
people’s money. It is the duty of
the Government to render to tbﬁ'
people each year an aecount of
their stewardship; yet here we
are in the fourth month from the
close of the year and the publie
accounts have not been published,
and this by the very party that
seeured Legislative “authority to
§ssue the public saccounts any
time after the close of the yesr,
whether the House was in session
or not. We may be sure that if
these accounts made a good show-
ing-they would long since have
been made public; the fact that
they are kept back is the strongest
presumptive evidence that they
show a balance on the wrong sides
as has been the case ever since the
Grits obtained the reins of Gov-
ernment in this Province. Should
it happen, as is not at all uplikely,
that the Legislature should be dis-
solved and the elections come on
before the session, the people will |-
be in-utter darkness as to the ac-
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BULE ONLY AGAINST CON-
" SERVATIVES.

It happens that of the officers
disqualified according to r. Bor-

and they knew, and which each
one knew that the other knew.
But these English officers, not ac-
customed tp these forms of official
duplicity, gave the men the actual
reason as they understood it from
The most that Dr.
Borden sags is that he did not
“ officially ” give the political rea.
son to be transmitted. But though
asked he is earefyl aot to deny
litical
The staff officer seems to
have mistaken a candid unofficial
statement for an official utterance.

voice. Dr. Borden may have ex-
pected a little more official menda-

Tha$ ~ in-
got afterwards,
when Colonel Foster by diregtion
of the minister withdrew the let-
ter which assigned the resl reason,
and substituted the official inven-
tion that should have been sent in

“ OFFI-

uinn and

extent of the official prevarieation.
The minister’s statement is that
White and Vince were retired for
The first is that
they were over age, This is not
a trye reason, becanse one of th
officers ageepted by Dr. Borden is

bad ‘been re;
This
is a - false reason becauseé Colonel
White had not then heen retired,
und beeause ong of the other of-
pointment Dr. Bor,
had been retired.
The third, which only applied to
Colonel White, was that he was
{hp minister of
e senate he was
et of ot
!ox;e White uu:rp thgp 39 y‘ears
ost one or two fngers'fro
:ﬁ: hand. The loss has g:t h;te?!
ferred with his military duties
during his ljfetime. He is report-
ed to be an exgellen} shot, a good
horseman and in everyway physi-

maliciously in order to get the minister
into & hole. Moreover while the min-
ister declares that he did not act in
this case for political reason3, he goes
on to argue that there were political
reasons if he had chosen to act on them.
He accused Colonel White of making
two political speeches. One was at a
banquet in which he responded for the
army and declared that the govern-
ment had been too slow in offering
troops, and that it was a shame to have
the Canadian soldiers dumped on the
coast of Africa to live on Imperial pay.
The other was at a fat stock show in
which he said that there was disloyalty
in Canada among the French-Canadi-
ans. As to tt e last speech it is reported
in that form only in one paper, whose
representative was- not present at the
time, and Colonel White emphatically
denies that he made any such state-
ment. As to the other, Colonel White
agrees with the ministers who after-
wards changed their mind and paid
the soldiers more than the Imperial
rate. Colonel Vince referred in his
letter to the course of Admiral Beres-
ford, who, after his appointment to the
command of the Mediterranean squad-
ron and before he had reported for
duty, criticised the military policy of
the government.

1t appears that Mr. Tarte’s La Pa-
trie was the first to open fire on Cglonel
White after his alleged utterance. Mr.
McNeill pointed out that this does not
amount to much because the Tare
organ is always finding an encmy for
the French Canadian in every English
speaking conservative. However, what
the Tarte organs say must go in the
militia department as well as else-
where.

which declared that the Carleton coun-
ty local election was run on the anti-
French itsue.

AN INTERFSTING QUESTION DIS-
CUSSED.

that Gen.

the militia department out of politics.

claims
to the minister, and also requested them

fectly resonable. (Colonel Trywhitt sug-
gests that the general’s order was neces-

discipline,

taking place in the department supposed
to be under his control.
Dr. Borden’s idea that he may properly

general’s immedijatg command,
the general’s knowing anything abott it.
For the rest, Mr,

disgovered many things against General
Hutton, now that he has an -ocean or
two between him and Ottawa. The
minister accuses him of having established
a reign of terror in the force, but the men
who had served with General Hutton do
not appesr to be of that opinion. One
may expect sweeping allegations from
ministers who have declared that
Colonel White was a gripple, when he is
an athletic man, thoronghly sound, and
have asserted that he is 60 years old, when
be is only 56. The minister of justice
showed his recklesgness by stating that
Colonel ¥oster had mo commupnication
with the minister at all while the minis:
ter _himself asserts that he had.

DOUBLY CLOTHED IN PARTIZAN-
SHIP.

Colonel Prior takeg no stock in Dr.
Borden’s claim that he is free from poli-
tics, or that the militia is non-partizan.
The glaim reminds him of Lord Roberts’
story of a dirty Afghan prigoner, For
the safety of the camp it wag decided
that he ought to be washed, and two
soldiers weye detsiled to scrub him,
They worked at him for two hoprs with
great pnergy apd came back to ask for
relief, declaring that they had stripped
bim and scoured him all that time and
had then come upon another suit of
clothes. According to Colonel Prior the
minigter of mjlifis is equally difficult to
clear of partizanship. Thopgh Dr,
Borden defies any one to say that party
rpasong prevailed in the despateh of the
first and secopd gonmgntc. his views
on this point do not seem to sgree with
those which prevail here. There is an
impression that especially in the matter
of contracts for supplies, and in all
mafters of patronage, the party beelers
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plunder. Dr. Borden bimse}f sdmits
that in mafing mpilitis sppointments
where other things are equal, b giyes
the office to hisown party, while he
asks fos commendation because he has
sllowed some Gonservatives whose term
will expire to remain in command.. On
this point, howpyer, Uolonsl Tisdsle
brought hiz up rathey sharpiy by ssk:
ing whether this was done in the inter-
est of the officer or of the force. If the
f figer was the most suitable man, it
must baye

Boattwonid hera sty be
foroe, and jon we rdly ssy he
retained s o who was unfit. . .
e - g

THis being Holy Week the offfe of
Tenebrae will be held in St. Duwtan’s
Cathedral this evening, to-morro¥ aud
Fridey evenings at seven o’clock. The
solemn Pontifital Mass and blessing jf the
oils will commence on Holy Fhdsda;
morning at 8 o'clock, and the mening
office of Good Friday will com: ‘, :
the same hour, The. services on/Holy
§9t‘nrdly morning will commengé. _“lf'_

tual state of the Provincial fin-
ances. It is by such tricks as
these the Grit party has hith-
erto managed to boodwink the
electorate ; but surely the people
are now sufficiently aroused to the
political iniquity of the adminis-
tration, and whenever the oppor
tunity offers will send them to the
right-about. It is not impossi.ble
that, however much they desire, 80 Lhiwi 5. e Iastifipationt for b
the Government may not be able|Sutherland’s PR D 5
to meet the Legislature, a.pd that that General Hutton did the thing

den’s rule, he has applied it "nly
to conservative officers. It hap
pens that the staff officer after a
talk with him when the appoint-
ments were gancelled, concluded
thmt the political reasops govern-
ed the case, that he so informed
the two officers, that General Hut-
ton directed and concurred with
hiin ; General Hutton so fur from
finding fault with the minister on
this~ ground, concurred with bim,

poel peyen o'clock. At three ocl v

Seg S0 haree ool on
Good Friday afternoon the « Wa f the
Cross ” will take place.

‘“CARRY SUNSHINE wiTH YOU.”

A bright, fresh, sunny face always

iring, and it always denotes good
health as well as a happy heart. Many
faces that were once overcast with gloom
have been made bﬂilu and sunny by
Hood’s Sarsaparilla which cures all dys-
peptic symptoms, strengthens the nerves
and tones up and invigorates the whole
spstem,

Constipation is cured by Hood’s Pills,
the non-irritating cathartic. Sold by all
druggists.

Probably a like protest was
made in the case of Colonel Vince, as
La Patrie was one of those journals

The interesting question how far a
commander-in-chief has control and how
far the minister commands the militia
was discussed. It will be remembered
Hutton announced when he
came to this country that he would keep

Iv seems that he had no right to make
any such undertaking, as the minister
absolute authority to regulate
everything, The minister complains that
General Hutton required his staff officers
to ask him for permission before going
to the minister and before taking papers

to let him know afterwards the character
of their interview. Dr. Borden says this
is intolerable, but other officers. in the
house express the opinion that it is per.

sary, because he had discovered that the
minister was dealing with the military
end of the department through vhe suber-
dinates and not through its head, which
showed that he had o idea df military
The general charged with the
military administration would bpaturally
desire to know what transactions were

It seems to be

send for and deal with the men under the
without

Sutherland and the
ministers and other .grit politicans have

have come in for thejr faly share of,

lieved that the optic nerve, through
! long Ciseare is powerless to act.

'HORELGH INTRLLIGENGE.

AN ULTIMATUM TO CHINA. | e 583 7,
; : : RAILWAY ACCIDENT IN NEW-
According to a Shanghai despateh of | FOUNDLAND

the 7th inst. the Britisk, American, Th g :
French and German Governments have . s(?rm WS TR TS
here on Saturday seems to have been

given an ultimatum to China that the wObE b 16 Wit st 6
murderous society of Boxers must be| . 0 FonionnaIang. st snesAn
4 °|time. At Bear Pond, near Port-du

suppressed in two months or they will 4 .
Basque, while an. express train was

I SIEE I Drapast Bbdig . running over a bridge, it was siruck by
a terrific gale, and the cars were lifted
from the rails and rolled down an em-
bankme:t fen feet deep. Ths car
: 5 adj ining the engine contained sixty
grams of congratulation on the Prince men who were en route for Glsce Bay to

of Walee’ escape, to the Prince and the ! ik for the Dominion Coal Company.
Queen and received warm thanks from ne car took fire and these men had
her Majesty: in reply.

CONGRATULATIONS.

Lord Stirathcona and other Agents
General of the Cclonies bave sent tele-

i barely time to escape. The foreman of
]
DR. JAMESON VERY ILL. the gang says lh.at the scene when ?he
! men were escaping from the burning
P", Jameson, who lead the f'amous car is beyond description. The men
raid into the Trarsvasal, has arrived at were in their bertLs aund so fiercely did
Cspe.Town. He ie said to be very ill. the cars burn that they did not bave
time to get all their clothing. Some of

the men were badly cut about tne
WONDERFUL OPERATIONS. hands and face. In the Pullman car

At the almshouse hospital, Black- were several ladies who narrowly

well’s Island, N. Y., surgeons operated €5¢aFed being burned to death. They
h o) 5 2 ove their lives to the bravery cf a
on the eyes of six sightless patiente. griver, George Hudson, who carried
On Thursday last the bandages were them out of the burning car, and also
removed from their eyes, and it was re_scugd 2 youn% child. The lniiﬂt(mll-r
tained seventy-five pasrengers, sixty ol
:;:ng‘:l:nzfﬁ:;:eof elfem couldhsee. in whom are considerably cut up.- One
ferson on whom the map is missing. I'te cars were totally

operation was unsuoccessful, it is be- destroyed.
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High Class
Millinery.

9 &

With the seasons following
each other so rapidly and so
many lightningchangesinstyles
we wonder sometimes how it is
possible even for us who are in
the closest touch with the fash-
ion centres of the world to keep
right down to the hour in having

just what's right,
H: DO.

BUT W

You are most cordially in-
vited to our store to see the
large variety of Bright Spark-
ling New Millinery, Hats, Flow-
ers, Feathers, Ribbons, Chiffons.

Six cases New Millinery, just
opened atthe Millinery Leaders.

100

F.PERKINS & GO.

" SUNNYSIDE,
CHARLOTTETOWN.

THE WAR !

The War Office bas no information
as to who commanaed the Boers in
the affair leading to the capture of the
British guns ; but it places no reliance
whatever on the supposition that the
United States attache, or anyone con
oected with the United States Govern-
ment, took any part in it. The fight
was marked by many acts of indivi
dual courage: The first man to warn
he British of an ambush was 2 ser-

thot a Boer dead with his revolver.
A Household Cavalry man, who was
summoned to surrender, threw his
rifle into his captor’s face knocking
him over and escaped. According
to the testimony of eyewitnesses, the
Boers shot some of the prisoners and
killed some of their. own men who
advanced to demand the British sur-
render. But the confusion was so
great, the fire proceeding from all
directions and the Boers firing on the
convoy in which their own men were
mixed up, that it is impossibleto say
exactly what happened. The enemy

. | pursued the British tor miles, Kkilling,

wounded and taking prisoners. One
:quadron of «ixty Dragoons, which
entered the aclion 140 strcng, mus-
tered at the end ten mounted men,
The Boers seem to be in great strength
throughout the district and are signal
ling on all sides. A large body is
reported moving southwest of Bloem-
fontein, in the direction of the Rail-
way. The British troops are in ur-
gent need of remounts. Perhaps of
greater imporiance even than the
victory ‘'was the capture of British
secret papers, including maps and
plans outlining elaborate schemes for
the invasion of the Orange Free Siate
and the Transvaal and giving a plan for
reaching Johannesburg from Mafek
ing aloog Dr. Jameson’s route, amend-
-d so as to avoid bis mistakes. Ane
other gives a plan for a march from
Bloemfontein to Kroonstadt via
Brandfort. ;

The London Daily Mail on Thurs-
day received the following despatch
from Bioemfontein, dated April
3¢d :—QOolonel Porter, with ninety
Carbineers and Scots Greys and two
guns performed a brilliant deed on
Sunday. He charged a large body
of Boers and rescued-gt British
prisoners, including 11 cfficers who
were captured previously. There
were no casualities on the British
side.”’

Lord Methuen telegraphing- on
Friday fram Boshof, in the Orange
Free State, a little northeast of Kim-
berley, says:—Surrounded’ General
Viliebois Mareuil and a body of Boers
today. None escaped. Villebois and
seven Boers were killed and eight
wounded. Fifty prisoners taken,

A Loodon despatch of April §th
says :

The British losses at Bishof where
Lord Methuen surrounded a body of
Boers are as follows: Killed—Captain
Boyle and Williams, both of the
Yeomanrv and two men cof the yeo
manry ; wounded—about seven. The
attack lasted four hours_ The corps
behaved very well. Qur force was
composed of the Yeomanry, the
Kimberley Mounted Oorps and the
fourth battery of artillery. Not one
Boer escaped. Geveral Mareuil,
killed, was Joubert’s chief of staff. A

SLUMP IN PRICES.

2365 yards of

OXFORD

We offer to those who have not tested the wearing qualities
of the

Celebrated Oxford Twéed.s |

And those who have an opportunity to purchase their choice
; qf 75 patterns at the‘following big reductions :

32 cents will buy 40 cent quality,
: 52 cents will buy 66 cent quality,
60 cents will buy 76 cent quality,
70 cents will buy 85 cent quality,
© B0 cents will buy $1.00 Quality.

Ladies’ All Wool Oxford Suiting, 54 inches wide, re-
guler priee $1.50 for $1.20. Many lines have a large per
centage of Australian Wool.
the market for the price.

D. A. Bruce

Agent ‘Oxford Manufactaring Co.

Frenchman and: seven Boers were
killed, eight Boers were wounded and
fifty prisoners fell into the Brtish
hands.

The War Office has received the
fellowing from Lord Roherts ;

BroEMpONZEIN, April 5.—Another
uofortunate occurrence, resulting, I
fear, in the capture of a party of in-
fantry, consisting of three companies
of the Royal Irish rifles and two com-
panies of Ninth Mounted Infantry
bas occurred near Reddensburg a
litle to the east of Bethaney station
within a few miles of this place. We
are surrounded by a strong force of
the enemy with four or fjve gyns, A
detachment w3s engaged from noon
on the third inst, to nin: a. m., on
the fourth and apparently surrender-
ed. [mmediately [ beard the pews
on ‘the afternoon of the third, I or-
dered Gen, Gatacre to proceed from
’| Springfontein to Beddensbur.g with

g all speed.  Gatacye reached Reddens ,

burg on the morniag of the fousth
unopposed, but foynd no trace of the
missing detachments. There is no
doubt all were taken prisoners,

A later cable from Lord Roberts
reports that the number of men kill.
ed, woynded and gaptyred pear Beth-
aoey on Wedaesénj was 591 casual-
ties; among officers two were killed,
three wounded, and gi;bt taen
prisoners,
The British force consis:ed of 167
mounted and 424 foot infaatry. The
enemy were reported 3,300 strong
with five guns. s )
It is said that the Boers who cap-
tured the Royal Irish companies be-
longed to Qliver's command which
bad never gone north, The captur-
ed troops were only 33 miles from
the railway and bad no guns, They
were clean spirited away. Tbe cap-
tured force has been guarding a
ninety mile section of railway between
Bloemfontein and  Springfontein.

We consider them the best on | F&? thousand remounts are due at|bave won the praise and patronage of the general public,

Cape Town next week.

There hag heep a rporganigation of
the Mounted Ipfantry Corps of the
army under Lord Roberts at Bloem-
footein. 'The new division, as thug
congtityted has bheea plaeed undey

division is composed of two brigades

geant of the army service corps, who |,

command of General Hamilton. The| -
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TIONABLE
JACKETSw»—

About 20 Colored
and 20 Black.

Some Silk Lined, some not, but all perfect fitting.

$4.15 for $2.75
7.50 for 5.00
10.75 for 7.25

$6.00 for $4.00
9.00 for 6.00

There is a long winter ahead of you yet—and a
New Jacket! Buy row.

STANLEY BROS

Nobby,

Dressers

Shquld see our New Hats before deciding on
the one they want for spring. These 1900
. styles are a little confusing when : you see so
many, but we will lend you our experience,
and you may be sure if you get a hat here it’s
right. 3600 CHRISTY’S, 1800 AMERI-
CAN. Prices range from 50c. to $5.00:
There is individuality about the style of our
hats, which cannot be seen elsewhere, -

Ladies
Prettily
Dressed

8hould wear one of out white Underskirts, .
They are just what is needed to complete a
pretty outfit. Prices from 99c¢, to $1.50. Just
% word Bbout our overskirts They are made
with double box pleatin back. White Pioque
tm:ll Il?s!?t I;inen ia the magrial, very dreasy
and light for summer. ices range fro
$2.00 to $3.26. P 2 & fr?m
-Get: yours early, it means a“perfect fit withgut
changes, See our New Wrappers. i

e : i i
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Choosing a Bieyele

In choosing a bicy:cle you musa’t judge by appearances.
__ You must judge by reputation and religbility. If you stopto think you
will acknowledge that for years the wheels of reliabiliy have been the

Meassey-Harris,
& Qleoveland,
Welland Vale !

Season after season these bicycles have led in improvements that

aad for 1900 with
the five-fold faculties of capital and e uipment at the disposal of thei
makers, plages them in a sphexl: of their ov?n. il .

Materigé and Construetion Guaranteed by the

Canada Motor & Cycle Co, Ltd.

TORONTO, CANADA :
MARK WRIGHT & CO., Agents, Charlotteown.

Write for Catalogue.




