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"REV. P. W. DIXON
" ONTAX REFORM

Controveris the Assertion that

no individual can have any

Absolute Ownership in .
Land.

And'Quotes from Blackstone
8o Sustain his Contention.

To tihe Editor of The Advocate:—
Sir:—The members of Towa Coun-
<l at the regular monthly meeting
“held o2 the 16th of January, spoke
wh taxation to which for some time
past, gome of them have givea much
attention.

Your readers are aware that taxa-
tioa is, at present, a very live ques-
tion. We are reminded by Alderman
Stuart that sone towps in the Do
minion and elsewhere are clamoring
for Tax Reform which, argumentat-

theories . advocated and the assert-
iops made are the underiyiag grin-
ciple of Siugle Taxation. Aldermas

- MoGrath, inconsistently emough, is
mot a Single Taxist, and thinks that

: jon of 1 property and
‘incomes from taxation is “ridicul-
ous.” The tax system, he feels,
would admit of impmovement. In
this, most people will, to a certain
exteat, coacur. When, however, he
asserts that “no man in North Am-
erica owas aay land, that he merely
ocompies it, the ownership lyiag in
te,”
, @8 will be shown. The re-
port e - to say that “Alderman
Stoart agréed with Alderman Mc
“4n adserting that ne individud!
really pwns land; the so-called own-
er being merely a tenant of the State.
Land cannot We created by the indi-
vidual,” ete ete It will appear, to
the unsophisticated, somewhat
strange that the State has not bee),
is mot, aware of these, its prerogat-
ives; for it everywhere and always
tregted this socalled tenant or ooc
piler as a real owner, having absol-
ute rights which casnot be iafringed
upott by any autherity, save 'when
. the commca good demands it. Every
jurist is intimate with the full mean-
ing and the practical application of
the Jegal maxim “Salus publica est
suprema lex.” The comumon wedl ie
in such matters,
Philosophers and statesmen ackaow-
ledge in the State what is technical-
ly kaown as Altum Demisium trans-

¢ ] lated into English by the expression
I A “Emizeat Domain.” What is meant
this unusua! parase? It is o

wer of commaading private pro-
prietors to part with their property
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the supreme law. |
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FIRE ON SATY

Wiped out ene of the Town'’s
most ishi
not a Single Thing Being

Saved.

]

|
|
|
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The most dangerous fire that has
taken place in Newcastle since Chas.
Dalton’s bara wmas burned a little
over two years ago, occurred on Sat
urday aight, witen Radoomer & Allen’s
carriage factary was burned to the
ground, with all its oontents. How
the fire startod 2o one knows, but
shortly after ecight o'clock fames
were @een Jssuing from the buil ling
whichk ia'a very few minutes, became
& roaripg furnace.
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‘been done. Other houses adjoining
'$700 all in the Acadia Fire Co. The |
either by thel
heat or the force of water played on |
‘them. |
Falconer & Allen lost every'uﬂﬁi
there was in the place, including az
number of new sleighs just com-|
pleted. Ald. Falconer his

he says what eruply is (and safe for $200. Faiconer ani Al- [1914; by 75 per cent. for 1915, and

len's insurance on the stock wa3'
$700, all 1 the Acadia Fire Co. The |
loss is nearly double tie amowat oﬂ‘
insurance. !
Charles aad Michael Jardine are
insured with Wm. Themson Co. No-
thiag in the factory escaped -xoept
an engine. It was a prosperous en- |

rterprisc employing five or six men.

«AGRICULTURAL EDUC'N |

THEME OF CONFERENCE

LAt a Meeting of School Authoni-
ties in Fredericton on Monday.

On Monday afterncon at Frederie-
‘ton a conference was held at ‘Wwhich
Dr. W. 8. Carter, Chief Superintea -
ent of Education; Mr. J. B. Dagge't,
secretary for Agriculture, Principal
Bridges and Mr. H, H. Hagerman of
the Normal School and Mr. W. B.
Wallace of the Education departinzit
were pregeat. The purpose of 1the
couference was to take up the ques-
to: of datroducing agricultural ia-

for public purposes, with compeiss-
tion, whenever compensation is pos-
sible. Thus when a rallway gets its
act of parliament, the owners through
whose estate the projected line is to
run, are compelled by the exercise
of Eminent Domain to sell to the
company. By the rame power the
government in a beseiged city, whea
hard pressed, might seize upon all
the stores of food and fuel, even
without comperfaation. Altum Dom-
infum, which is not Dominion, pre-
perly so called, is sufficieat for all
national emergencies, without mak-
iag the State the universal landlord.
Have these gentlemen ever takea
notice of tae sales advertised in the
papers wherein we are told that @
“gertain plece or parcel of land
OWNED and ocgupied by A. B. 1s . to
Le sold on such or such a day? Are
they treated by the High Sbheriff as
mere tenants? Are they not refer
.red to as the OWNERS of that land,
aand this by the representative of the
State? But we may be told, as we
have been told, that Blackstone holds
& view totally opposed to this, sad
that the British Constitution recog-
pized no right of private owanership
i the individual citizen, that the
alone possesses such right and
s claim to it.
entally remarked for the benefit of
the non-legal .mind, that Blackstone
has been for 150 years the great au-
thority on English Jurisprudence,
; and his “Commentaries on the Laws
of England” has been in Englan)
and America the first text book plac-
€4 in the hands of the Student of
(Continued on page §)

(It may be incit-|

[slruclion at the Proviacial Normal
| School as suggested at the coafere)-
ces recently held at Ottawa.
|committee decided to recommend
fﬂnt a director of elementary agri-
| exitural education be appointed as a
[ok between the educational and
agricultural departments of the pro-
vince, and that it be that official’s
duty not cnly to give instructions at
certain times of the year at the Nor-
mal School, but alse that he act as
dim(or_ of and missionary for tae
school gardens of the province which
he would inspect from time to time.

It was also lecideq to recommend
that more encouragemsent be givea
the Summer Sohool of Science in the
way of a larger grant, as that school
was felt to do a lot towards the pre
paration of teachers for ccuool gar-
den work. At the same time it was
feit that in returm for this inereas»d
assistance the selection of several of
the teachers and several of the sub
jects should be left with the provia-
cial aathorities.

It was also lecided to recommen)
that one of the soil testing and bac
teriological stations to be establish-
ed in the province be maiatained in
ccnnection with the provineial Nor-
mal School.

Buck Kilby's idea ot a real help
|meet is one who can split kindling
| without mutilating herseif.

The courts have decided that stea
ographers gre neither laborers nor
artists. The courts are right about
it. A gocd many of them are peach-
€es.

fistate by 25 per cent. of the full
ing ‘insured for $1.300 . the /tools | value for 19183; by 50 per cent. for

TAX REFORM NOT LOOKED

ON WITH FAVOR BY COUNCIL

industries, | p1/1, were Willing to have poll tax Reduced to $5 flat, but Tumned
' down all Other Propased Changesin Present law---Bill to be Pre-

pared and Presented to Legislature to Effect Reduction.

The adjourned meeting of “‘he|
Town Council called to consiier the
advisability of applying for legisla-
tion to permit the taxpayers of New
castle’ to alter their present mod2 of
taxation if they saould think fit, was
held on Monday evening, all the
members except Ald. Sargeant being
present.

The minutes of the last monxthly
eeting ard the special mecting of
the 28th ‘ulto. was read and

Ald. Stuart said that with
mission of the Council and
consent of Ald. Faleomer,
er, he wished to withdraw
tion atanding in Nie

thereof ' —

the qualified ratepayers at least one
moath before the daie of such elec-
tior—to

1. Reduce the poll tax to $1.00 fiat
rcgardless of th2 amount of total ass-
essment.

Z. Reduce the assessment qgp Build

irgs and other improveaients of Real

i the country. The eflect of the
proposed motion would be to put the
taxes of the loafers ou 10 the should-
ers of the man who worked. He

The Mayor sald while he conll net

oo quite the Sength that AlM. Stuart

desired, he was certainly in favor of
exempting improvements (90 some ex
tent. He fully agreed that to fax
4improvements people |
from making was agar-|
cely what was wanted to hetter the
Sowa .

Ald. Falconer reminded the Coun-
cil that the propesed bill did net
make any alteratiom in the present
condition of affairs at all. It merely
asked for authority to take a plebis-

to uothing for 1936 and emch jyear
‘hereafter.

4.
substi
cense.

tute theveler a Basiness Li- |
To abelish the property quali-|
fication for office of Alderman.

t. Abolish the property qualifica-
ton for office of Mayor. y

7. Abolish Income qualificatio: for

tax guestion and it should not be
shut/ off.

All Stuart said to take the course
suggested by Alfl. Clark would loak
as thongh the discusaion had boeey
purtosely chat off.

All. Falecaer was «of the

Council had done 2 good bit for this
class o.ceacy by reduciag the poll
tax.
Ald. McKay thought they shewld
leave the matter of assessment of

Some mel ‘@dr't earn  moteies will by comtested By the viulks

than $200 a year and they certainly
could net afford to” pay any tax.

it was pointed out that incomes of
not exceeding $200 are exempt from
assessment.

Sec. 3 was lost, ¢ to

.

cite of the ratepaycrs for them to de-

Sec. 4 was then moved by Aldl

The |

votinz and allow all persons who pay

iptllJ tax, as well as all those who pay

jany otaer form of tax, to vote.

| The proposed resolution was tak-

€% up section by section.

| Ald. Swart moved and Ald Falcoa-

‘er seconded the adoption of Sect. 1.
Ald. McGrath said bhe was oppos-

(04 10 any anch radienl change. Con-

leidering the fimancial staading of tue

|town and the large payments they
| were called mpon to make 2a poll
|tax of $1 was much too small He
;!l:ongm $4 or #5 should be the low-
lest. To reduce it below that might
cause so much jubilatica im th2
Mewd that the police anight .ot . Le
'able to restrain ft

Ald. Miller agreed. He 2] been
|Oue of the first assessors wiea the
{town was incorporated ani the poll
tax was then §5.09; now it aad
risen 1o $9.75. Tie taxes at preseat
|wvere a biz 4rain on those whe own-
led bhouses and Jad business e:tab-
lithments. There were many men
ful salary and maay on day work who
| were just as well alle to pay taxes
as the busisess men, who often had
4.1 they eould do ts pay the am-
{ouats demanded fremm them. He
| thought that $5 was littie enough poll
|tax, but at that Ggure he was coatent
The motion was too sweeping; it
asked for too much. which was a bad
policy as it reduced the chances of
settiag the bill passed at all.

Ald. Falconer said that although
he seconded the motion, just to briag
it before the Cowscil, he was ot
cntirely in sympathy with its object.
Personally it' made no difference to
him, as he did not pay poll tax, but
he feit that $6 was little enoug" to
fix it at. *

Ald. McKey agreed that at present
|the poll tax was to8 high but to re
duce it to $1 was to go to the other
extreme. The poll tax was the chief
tax paid by the working man, who as
& rule, paid little or no other taxes. !
| Ald Clark asked if the promoters |
|{of the meotion had taken into w'wia»‘
jeration the difference in revenue if |
[the tax was reduced. There were
labout 600 nwen puvng poll tax 10w |
and o cut down what they paid |
would make a very considerable dif~I
ference jn the receipts |

Ald. McGrath sald that to fix tae|

poll tax at §1 would be to place town was a epecial one, called for the ex- Who might otherwire be excellently much more ground than

men i3 3 beiter position than those

-ide wuat they thought ‘.asdl the Stuart aad seconded pro forma by
best course to take. | 83d. Falconer.

Ald. Miller inought the Couneil| Ald. McKay said that Ald. Stuart's
should figst of all ask the people if |idea of exemptiag personal property
they wanted a change before apply- |from taxation was simply ridiculous.
ing vWor permission for them to do so. | Personal property is wealth, and the

Ald. McGrath wanted to drop Cneimz who owas personal property is
remainder of the motion and simply (the wealthy ma: and ‘ﬂw section
SPPly Tord Cuaugy da e polas U N s et drom @2tes

Ald Miller was prepared to au»-fwho is best able 10 pay. A man
port the clause 10 a certain extent might ewn a five thousand dollar
and moved in am ndment that taxes |automobile, or he might have large
pu ‘improvements he out 50 per cent {sums of money, e might have wealth
from 1914. {in wmaxy foruns and yet Ald. Stuart

Ald. McKay secoaded tais. ;wus in favor of exempting him from

ANL., (N1oCrath ceald. velvators 4lde't{taxes. - Thar was et mmaking the
a8sess improvements at more thad |burden of taxation lighter for the
50 per cent of their value at tiae pre|laborizg man. It is the “well off
sent time. |maa” whom All Stuart would bene-

The Mayor said a tax ou land e [fit. Aad then lhe proposed to make
couraged buildinz and it was better up the revenue so lost by increasing
far the poor man. The more houses the taxes on land, he advocated mak
taere were, the better chance a man |ing the land pay all the taxes. Was
had to got a bome aad it brougit that the widy to eacourage a2 maa to
land which was otherwise idie, iato buy a lot aof .laad to build a house
for himself? What was wanted was

Akti. Miller said everybody kiew o encograge building not discourage
that there were hundreds of (.hou-‘lt. For his (the speaker's) part he
sands of dollars lying idle ia the could not see how placing all the
Banks whicih were not getatable, be- |taxes on the laud would encourage
cause tie valuators comld not aave |anyone %@ purchase it. Those whe
access to the Bank accounts. They would be hit bhard by that propesi-
had all seen a good iadustry pass tion were the houseowners, which
from Newcastle for want of $20,000. included a large number of our lab
He favored soms scheme by which |oring men and their taxes would be
those who ial momey lylag idle greatly increased. Then, Loatinwed
chould .be compelled to make some |Ald. McKay, what abowt thé man who
beneficizl use of it lives in a rented howse? His laal

Ald. MeGrath feared that to car |lord would have to pay a greatly in-
ry the amendment would eadenger creased tax, so Be in turs would
the carryiag of the change fu poll mise the remt correspoadingly. With
tax. If they asked for (00 much the |regard to busipess licenses, if th se
Legislature would zive them nothing. | were imposed it would mean that

On being put to the meeting, the [the cost of liviag in the town would
amendment was lost, Alds. Miller, ' 80 up as retallers would have to put
McKay and Stuart veting for it, aad |up their prices in order to provide
Alds. Clark, MeGrath, Falcoazer and for it. Trade with outsiie communi-
Doyle contra. ties wou!q be killed and oa the who'e

The original motion was then put it would place the town in a very
and los’, only Ald. Stuart voting for |uafavorable pollﬂ‘ol
i Section lost 6 to L

Ald. Clark thought it was time! In moviag the adrption of Sectiom
discussion of the metion ceased aad Ald. Stuart said the people in St. |
the Couneil downa to other busi-
1ess. He woved that they take up proposition and had done away with
the other business »nd if there was the gqualification for Mayor. To fix
any tinue left afterwards, they coul? | certain qualification® for public of-
resume the discussion. {fice restricted the echoice of men, for

Ald. Doyle objecield,
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skipped by the following gentiemen:
Rev. Macarthwr, 8. W. Miller, Hon.
J Morrissy, B. W. Crocker, A. E./
Shaw, John Russell John Robinson
C. Sargeant dad B. Hennessy.

The Tresn Ume
Three rinks have glayed so far in

BAD ACCIDENT AT
DOUGLASTOWN MILL

A serious accident occurred in
the blackamith shop of the Douglas
town mili on Thursday  afterncon
Davigd Guidiver, eagineer, James Mo
Cosa, the mill blacksmith and Jaues
Simpson were trylag to take a pis-

zine of a boat which Mr. Gulliver was
fixing wp. They bad succesafully
extracted the other rod in the fore

on.. Fluls wone they ? 4 la the
forge, not kiowing that it was part
ly hellow and that there was some
waler imside of it. By and by, as
Mr. MeCosh had hold of one end of
the rod turning it in the fire it ex-
ploded. He was throw? back ad
ou: the door and the hot ashes were
uischarged into his eyes ani face.
Tae forge was swept perfectly clean
of ashes.

Whea picked up Mr. McCosh coul 1,
after the debris was wiped off his
eyes, just discern daylizht tirough
one eye. Both are closed now and
the exact amouit of injury camiot
be told for a few days. His face is
terribly burned. Mr. Simpson, who
was also standing near the forge, es
caped with 3 few burns on the face
&nd throat. Mr. Guiliver, who was
werking the ballows, was struck om
the side by the Mying rod His
watch 'Ilt:hn but the rod 144
not strike but glanced off. It
was almost miraculous that the pleo-
&8 of iron which buried themselves
fa the walls did not strike the men.
Mr. Guiliver is very sore, but not
badly bruised. Mr. McCosh's injur-
ies are most serious, as fears are
entertained for his sizht.

Mesting of Tug Owners
A meeting of the tug owners 02
the Miramichi will be held at the
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NEWCASTLE LADY'
IN B. C. CONCERT

The Rossiand, B. C. Miner gives
1 interesting account of & ceasert
e e . . ¢
which Mrs. H. H. Jobustone, former-
ly Miss Mayme Watt of Newcastle,

c o | K -

of the credit is due to Mm H.
Johnstone, who gzave much of
time for the past two weeks in

at the close of the coacert eom its
genuine merits,

The number, a trio, “One Sweetly

ceived with a salvo of applause.
Piasutl’s tuneful song, “Good xight
Good night, Beloved,” was givem iz

mmw were given an overflow-
ing measure of applause.

Soclety served coffee, cake a3d sand
wiches which proved a genuine treat.

A dpod, sabstitute for and
bread crumbs is a fairly thick paste
of flour and water, Dip the figh or
catlet to be fried in the mixture, then
sprinkle it thickly with fine bread-
crumbs and fry at once.

Town Ha'l o032 Tueslay afterncon |
to consider the matter of requesting

for captaias’ certificates in the dls-‘
trict, inztead of applicants having wo |
g0 to Halifax for the purpose. It is
thouzht that the examinations as at
is neces- |
sary for a river captain to know.

Have you noticed that the man
who sets up the drinks with a lavish

John were now rrappling with tais|the authorities to hold examinations hand often grumbles at the exorbit-

ant prices chargel for school books.
Very few widows manage to #pead

If you pay a good deal of atten-

it migit happen that becavse a mal present conducted at Halifax ecover |tiom to the advice of others the
chadces are that you do not amomnt
to much.




