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CANADA AWAKE.
Ik the political history of Qanada 

great issues have been fought at, the 
polls, but at no period have the electors 
been more alive to the important Saties 
they discharge in regard to the Govern
ment of the country. The political 
meetings are characterised by intelli
gence and enthusiasm, and by an Open
ness to conviction on the part of the 
people which is very remarkable. A 
commercial traveller said, the other day, 
that he had been through the whole of 
Ontario lately, and everywhere he found 
» spirit of inquiry abroad. The con
viction that the present Government is 
incapable and corrupt is deep and wide
spread. They have in so many instances 
done the wrong thing, and the facts 
have been so thoroughly brought home 
to them, that their condemnation may be 
read in the face of every elector.

In addition to disapproval of the 
Government’s administration there is in
terest in the question of Protection—of a 
national policy. A great principle is before 
the country, and there is the utmost 
eagerness to discuss it. In city and 
country people will sit for hours while 
this subject is being dealt with. The 
people are anxious to have the opportu
nity of expressing their opinions on this, 
and of condemning the men who have 
shown themselves incapable of grappling 
with the difficulties and depression of the 
present time. The earnestness is un- 
mistakeable. It has almost entirely 
banished rivalries. The leading men of 
a constituency only ask who is the best 
man to win for a patriotic policy. There 
could be no more certain signs of success, 
and when the elections come off we be
lieve it will be seen that constituencies 
which for a generation have returned Re
formers, have made up their minds that 
the national policy announced by Sir John 
Macdonald is the true remedy for the 
state of things we all deplore.

Nothing can be hoped from the pres
ent Government, and as we saw the 
other day in the case of the Paris Star, 
their most enthusiastic friends have 
given them up m despair. Only the 
less intelligent and thoughtful “ still 
“ stagger on,” to use the words of that 
paper, “with blind faith in their party 
“ and its leaders.” But there is no en
thusiasm- and little hope. The contrast 
between the spirit in both parties is very 
striking. During the months which will 
elapse before the elections, that contrast 
must become more marked, and the deY 
factions from the Ministerial party must 
increase. Hundreds, nay thousands, df 
Reformers will prefer patriotism to party 
allegiance, and we believe no Govern
ment was ever more emphatically con
demned by a disappointed people than 
Mr. Mackenzie’s will be when the hour

THE QUEBEC COUP D’ETAT. --
Those of our readers who see the 

Journal of Commerce published in Monti 
real and said to be edited by Sir 
Fean cis Hincks must have read with sety 
great surprise in the issue of the 15th 
insti, an article entitled, “ The Minis- 
“ terial Crisis in Quebec,” the style of 
which could leave little doubt as to ti;e 
authorship on the mind of any one.ac
quainted with the modes of expression 
of the editor. Having given at consider
able length a history of the dismissal of 
the DeBouchkbvtllb Ministry, the 
writer proceeds not to justify the Lieu
tenant-Governor—he does not go thus 
far—but to maintain that he acted con
stitutionally. He might have been un
wise, but it is contended he was con

stitutional. “ We by no means wish 
“to be understood as affirming that 
“ such a course is a wise one, but simply 
“ that it is strictly constitutional;” and 
the venerable journalist and statesman 
proceeds to lay down the constitutional 
law on the issue. “ We are quite clear 
“ as to the entire constitutionality of

the course of the Lieutenant-Governor.
“ He had a right to dismiss his min- 
“ inters and to take other advice, and, 
“ moreover, he was in duty bound to do 
“ so, if he believed that they had intro- 
“ duced a measure contrary to the prin- 
" espies of law and ‘.justice.’ ”

The ex cathedra deliverance of our 
financial contemporary has been dealt 
with in a very admirable manner) and 
at length, by the Montreal Gazette, to 
which paper we are indebted for an | 
authority for which the editor of the 
Journal of Commerce must have a pro
found respect Sir Francis Hincks 
was in the most responsible position a 
man could occupy in Canada while Lord 
Elgin was here, and the lessons he then 
imbibed ought to have made a deep im
pression on his mind Earl Grey tells 
us under his own hand that he had had 
an opportunity of communicating with 
Hard Elgin very fully previously to his 
departure for Canada with respect to the 
line of conduct he should pursue with 
tise view of bringing Responsible Govern
ment into full play. The Government 
of Nova Scotia had been in a very criti
cal position. It was doubtful if it 
could carry on the affairs of the Pro
vince. There was every likelihood that 
the Opposition would have a majority in 
the event of an appeal to the country. 
Yet Earl Grey urged that the Goyern- 
ment, so long as they had any hope 
being able to. carry on the Govei 
should be supported by the Exi 
and the language in which he 
he quoted as embodying the vieks he 
had impressed on Lord Elgin. TÏw 
passage is as follows :

“ The object with which I recommended 
to yon this course, is thst of making it ap
parent that any transfer which may take 
place of politicalpoWer from the hands of one 
party in the Province to thoee of another, 
ui the result, not of »u act of yours, but of 
the wishes of the people themselves, as 
shown by the difficulty experienced by the 
retiring party in carrying on the govern
ment of the Province according to the 
arms of the constitution. To this I attach 
great importance ; I have, therefore,‘"to-in
struct ydu to abstain frotn chanting your 
Executive Council until it shall become 
perfectly clear that they are unable, with 
such fair support from yourself as they 
have a right to expect, to cany on the 
government of the Province satisfactorily,, 
and command the confidence of the Legis
lature.”

This is the doctrine en which 
Eight acted and ia acco „

-which government has hitherto been 
carried on in Canada. Lord E&- 
enr was equally clear as to the

right and power of the Legislature. In 
writing home he thus expresses himself :

“At the same time, however, he ex
pressed his opinion, in reporting these 
transactions to the Government at home, 
that the clamour and disturbances raised 
out of doors ought not to be allowed to 
prevail against the deliberate decision of 
the Provincial Legislature, and that sub
mission to such dictation would render the 
government of the Province by constitu
tional means impossible. ”

How imbued Sir Francis Hincks in 
those days was with the ' constitutional 
doctrine can be made clear in vigorous 
sentences more replete with thought 
and having more the ring of sound con
stitutional doctrine than those which 
have suggested these remarks. Dining 
the great struggle for Responsible Gov
ernment which took place, Metcalfe 
being Governor, Sir Francis Hoicks 
started the Pilot in MonteeaLjWrtgfb 
constantly praised by the Gloieusti we 
vigour with which he was fighting th|_ 
battle of constitutional government, sad 
not without cause, *s witness the fol
lowing passages from that paper of, Jfcp, 
9th March, 1847 .— ''ÏÏî't

<• The people of Canada will determine, 
after calm reflection, whether they will be 
the instruments of their own degradation, 
whether they will aid in supporting an un
controlled prerogative, or whether they 
will insist in the full recognition of that 
principle which Lord Durham so strongly 
recommended, and for which they have 
been for ao many years contending. The 
oontest is not to place this man or that 
man in power. It is to secure popular 
rights. It is the people who will derive all 
the benefit from responsible government. 
If it be established, they will be, as they 
ought to be, the source of all power, and 
will be able to secure a liberal administra
tion of the government. If, on the other 
hand, they abandon their own cause out of 
respect to Mr. Vigor, or from any other 
motive, they will forge chains for them
selves, and will be at the mercy of what
ever Governor Lord Stanley may inflict up
on them.”******

“ We are enabled to meet Mr. Vigor on 
the broad ground of responsible govern
ment, to show to tiie country the differ
ence between his views and those of the 
ex-Minietere ; and we can leave it to the 
people themselves, who are the parties 
moat interested in the contest, to deter
mine whether the prerogative of the Crown 
is, or is not, to be controlled in the colony 
by a Ministry directly responsible to them."

Lord Metcalfe, who never could 
understand Responsible Government, 
said, in reply to an address : “ They 
“ (the Baldwin Ministry) require that 
“ I should be a tool in their hand.” 
This is the way Mr. Hincks dealt with 
the unstatesmanlike complaint :

“ We have always ridiculed the idea that 
the late differences proceeded from personal 
feeling, or misunderstanding, and we have 
always condemned those who have at
tempted to distract the public mind with 
objections on points of form, when a 
constitutional principle is at state. 1 
require that 1 should be a tool in 
hands. * Not more than the Queen is s tool 
in the hands of her Ministry. The Gov
ernor should recollect that the Govern
ment is not to be administered just as 
he pleases, or as his councillors please, bat 
in accordance with the wishes of the people. 
His Council, for the ! time being, are sup
posed to reflect those wishes, and if they 
rail to do so, there ia an easy and consti
tutional mode of getting rid of them. If 
the Governor were in practice to make ap
pointaient», or give his assent to bills ac
cording to his own Will and pleasure, he 
would be a despot.”

“ We tell the advisers of the Governor, 
however, that according to constitutional 
principles and Responsible Government, the 
opinions of the Parliamentary majority 
should be taken as the sense of the people, 
unless they are prepared to resort to dis
solution, for which, we are happy to say, 
the country is fully prepared.”

The Pilot quoted with approval the 
doctrine laid down by Mr. Wakefield : 
“ If you want the assent of a repre- 
“ aentative body to the policy of the 
“ Government, there ia no other way of 
“ esuring harmony between that policy 
“ and the feelings of that body, than 
“ that of alwam entrusting the adminis- 
“ tration of affairi to those who can oh- 
“ tain the concurrence of the majority. ” 
On this Mr. Hincks comments as fol
lows (the Italics are the Pilots) :

“ So in a colony a Governor might be 
compelled to give his assent to bad laws, 
to refrain from adopting good measures, to 
dismiss those whom he considers the fittest, 
and to appoint those whom he may Regard 
as the most unfit for office. It is better 
that he should do this than he should have 
the power of doing otherwise; because, in 
the first place, it is about ten chances to 
one that the Assembly of the Colony knows 
its interests as to men and measures better 
than the Governor or his advisers in Down
ing street can, and is in the right in the 
matter of dispute ; and secondly, because 
even if the contrary be the case, the colony 
will be the sole, or far the greatest sufferer 
by bad offioerwand bad policy, and it is 
better that it should suffer from either for a 
while than that it should be subjected to ar
bitrary authority."

In another issue the Pilot said :— 
“ Since the revolution of 1868, the sta- 
“ bility of the English constitution has 
“ been secured by that wise principle of 
“ our Government which has vested the 
“ direction of the National Policy and 
“ the distribution of patronage, in the 
“ leaden of the Parliamentary ma- 
“ jority." The same journal quoted 
with approval the following from 
a letter written by an English
man well acquainted with Canadian 
affairs :

—is just now 
naught that it is i

ALAS, POE THE OLD PRINCIPLES/
It is needless at this time to call the 

attention of the country to the violated 
pledgee and principles of the Reform 
Party. Bnt one principle—that of the 
“ complete and entire neutrality ” of the 
Dominion and Provincial Governments 

being so utterly set at 
i worth while asking the 

men in the ranks what they 
think of their leaders.

There is ground for the suspicion that 
’.which M. db St. Just over- 

nSWrvative Government of 
hatched at Ottawa. M.

have been 
to Ottawa ever since 

ivemor called them in ;

from constituency to constituency, 
counselling the Local Liberals and 
lending the influence of the Do
minion Cabinet to M. Jolt’s supporters. 
These facts, we say, afford ground for 
the suspicion that Quebec is being man
ipulated in the interests of Mr. Mac
kenzie and his Dominion following, and 
that M. db St. Just’s coup d’etat was 
buta desperate step instigated by the 
desperate men at Ottawa, who know 
from recent experience how unpopular 
they are in that Province. But the 
Ottawa correspondent of the Hamilton 
Times leaves no room for doubt on 
the subject :

“It is stated that several French liberal 
members in the House of Commons will 
resign their seats before the end of the 
session, and run for their constituencies for 
the Quebec Legislature. They are the 
strongest in their ridings, and do this in 
order to secure every possible chance for 
the election of à strong Liberal House. 
Should they be returned by large majori
ties, they may resign in time to elect good 
men to take their places, and then run 
again for the Commons.”

Here is a bold declaration that Mr. 
Mackenzie’s French supporters in the 
Dominion House are about to throw 
themselves into the contest in M. Jolt’s 
behalf and endeavour by the trick of 
running in their own constituencies to 
secure the subsequent return of sup
porters of the Provincial Government. 
It is even a more shameless violation 
of the principle of complete and 
entire neutrality, which Messrs. 
Mackenzie and Blake preached for 
years, than that revealed in the little 
note dropped by a member of the Mac
kenzie Cabinet to Mr. Mow at on the 
eve of the Ontario elections in 1876— 
“ We here are doing all we can for you, 
“ and hope to secure the River Counties 
“ solid for you.”

“ Messrs. Simpson and Wakefield, with 
singular simplicity, ask why the business of 
the session was not continued ? The an
swer is that the people can never gain 
justice, but by inflicting some evü upon 
themselves. The refusal of supplies is a 
public evil—but it is sometimes a needful 
one—and though the power is much 
limited now, the exercise of it certainly 
gained for you the acknowledgment of the 
principle of responsible government. So, 
also, the suspension of legislation in the 
Province is a great evil—but this also must 
be endured, it the Government compels it, 
in order to enable the country to enjoy the 
practice of responsible government. There 
is a responsible Government at pre
sent, making the members of the Adminis
tration the clerks of the Governor to **». 
ceive orders, and, like slaves, to be silent

____ .puffing _ H .
suit to the constituencies which the 
subject to it represent. ” v> »u,

Thus if we-are to be ruled by authori
ties, the authority of the Pilot is against 
that of the Journal of Commerce, or as 
the authorship of the article in question 
is no secret, Mr. Hincks, breathing the 
morning air of constitutional Govern
ment in Canada, Mr. Hincks in his 
vigorous youth, with the words of Lord 
Durham and Lord Elgin echoing in bis 
ears, is against Sir Francis Hincks, re
tired from politics and engaged in bank
ing, deeply interested in having large de
posits at lus bank, and by no means de

posits.
1 to object to Governmental de-

TORONTO AND OTTAWA RAIL
WAY. ■ 1 .

We understand it ia the intention of 
the promoters of the Toronto and Ot
tawa railway to have petitions prepared 
and presented to the City Council.at sn 
early day, praying for the sdbmteridn of 
a by-law for the approval of the citizens

informed that the i 
torate will be 
of the names of i 
able influence.

tat
r the addition 

of oonaMer-

TWO FREE TRADE ARGUMENTS.
There are two Free Trade arguments 

now much relied upon by the Grit 
organs that it may be worth while to 
examine together. Taken separately, 
neither of them appears overpowering, 
but taken together they go far to destroy 
each other. One is founded on a certain 
assertion, or alleged matter of fast, 
which is partly true and partly false, and 
the public are expected to swallow the 
latter along with the former. It is per
fectly true that there are some branches 
of manufacture which are already suf
ficiently protected, or nearly so, and 
which do not suffer very severely from 
foreign competition. But it -is just as 
true that there are others which are in
sufficiently protected, and which do 
suffer very severely in consequence. 
At the public meeting in Brantford, 
on Saturday week, to discuss the 
question, one of the Free Trade 
speakers read a letter from four different 
manufacturing firms, the substance of 
which was that in their opinion the pre
sent tariff is sufficiently protective, and 
that were it increased they would be in
jured through the higher cost of raw 
material Two of these firms are manu
facturers of agricultural implements, and 
the other two of carriages. Now we ad
mit at once that for neither of these 
branches is any further Protection 
necessary. Nearly all thoee engaged in 
the former have agreements with holders 
of American patents, in virtue of which 
the patentees bind themselves not to 
send any of their machines into Canada 
for sale. We venture to say that with 
this peculiar and very satisfactory agree
ment, Canadian makers of farm imple
ments and machinery are better off than 
they would be with the present duty 
doubled, but without the American 
patent arrangement. As for the car
riage trade, everybody knows that local 
connection rules nine-tenths of it at
least, and that people here do not go to 
the States to buy carriages, simply be
cause it would be very inconvénient to 
do so. But compare the furniture trade, 
for instance, with the two branches 
above mentioned, and then say whether 
circumstances do not alter cases.

The other argument we have at present 
in view is-that of the alleged enormous 
cost to the country of a protective 
tariffs Say that the current wholesale 
price of any article now protected is 
$1.17£, we are asked to believe that if 
there were no duty at all we would imme
diately get tee same article for 91, while, 
were the duty put up to 26 per cent we 
would have to pay $1.26. It appears 
easy enough to argue that for any foreign 
article now invoiced abroad at $1, tee 
consumer here has to pay 17j cents ex
tra, which goes to the Canadian Custom 
House. But the question has to be met : 
would we get the article abroad for 91, 
if we had no duty on it 1 All experience 
shows that we would not, and that the 
immediate result of -duties taken off by 
a purchasing nation is to cause a rise of 
price by the nation that sells. Further, 
on the Free Trade theory our consumers 
pay duty, not merely on the imported 

irtion of any particular kind of goods, 
the* ' ‘“M£also on portion which is made

Now let us tee ; whither
----- ----^ ‘

35P
these Free 

will carry us. One 
enumerated boots and

shoes, robber good#, leather, sewing i
dements and machinery, 
"had ready-made cloth-■es, ■ ■

mg, as articles of whioh we import so 
little that our manufacturers may be 
said to have the home market practically 
all to themselves. (This is not as truly 
tee case as is pretended, but we will, for 
the present purpose, suppose it to be 
correct). On tee Free Trade theoty, 
teen, we are paying enormously for the 
branches above named, which, by suppo
sition, supply nearly all our demand. 
Seventeen and one-half per dent on all 
the boots and shoes, rubber goods, im
plements, stoves, tobacco, and ready
made clothing, consumed in Canada, 
taken out of tee pockets of the people, 
and given to the manufacturers of these 
articles, must amount to an enormous 
sum, and the imposition is robbery on a 
gigantic scale. For, be it remembered, 
the extra cost does not go into the Do
minion Treasury, but into tye pockets of 
tee manufacturers, and the people at 
large have to pay it If it be asked 
vast Protection would cost, teen on

this view of it, the only answer m, 
teat it costs the wholesale robbery
people to the ....... ■
dollars per axper annum. 

Here, then, are t 
Grit organs declare

-nut 4
. of tee
million

two points. The 
... , , wives perfectly

with things as they are in cer
tain branches, in which our own manu
facturers have the home market nearly 
all to themselves. And some Grit parti
sans, engaged in one or other of these 
branches, Mr. Noxon, of Ingersoll, for 
instance, are very anxious to have it un
derstood that they have enough Protec
tion already, and want no more. The 
Grit papers profess to speak for the 
people, and the Grit manufacturers for 
themselves ; and both say—“ Let things 
“ be es they are, we are perfectly satis

fied to have them remain so.” But if 
it be true that tee duties we now have 
“•J**1 *7 «fchoiMHwadnias.
well as of imported eobde, teen: rwesav that reasonàtfFl»^ shoffidwTU 
satisfied, bot- shoukl rebel against tee 
existing rob&tf; Which!* "ort* tretygi
gantic scale. In these lines, the foreign 
article bein*' preetichbly ktelifiMl'/'we 
are paying to tifo nftedSfctffiWli fTjfper 
cent, extra on our whole consumption of 
such goods, certainly an enormous sum 
for au Canada. The Protection teat. Sir 
John Macdonald asks for js objected to 
on the ground of what it would cost the 
country. It is for those who make this 
objection to say upon what ground they 
can, on their own theory, rest satisfied 
while tee country suffers from such Pro
tection as already exists. It is not very 
consistent to profess satisfaction with 
certain branches of manufacture in 
which, by virtue of a 17$ per cent duty, 
(and patent arrangements, besides, in 
some cases,) foreign competition is 
wholly excluded, and at the same time 
to maintain that the country has itself 
to pay the cost of every cent's worth of 
Protection which it allows.

THE KAM1NI&TIQUIA JOB.
The more light is thrown upon Oltveb, 

Davidson, & Co.’s dealings with the 
Government tee stronger grows the 
theory that tee selection of their lands 
for the site of tee terminus and the con
struction and sale of their so-called hotel, 
were thé outcome of a deliberate 
“plant”

Look at the evidence. The Govern
ment wants a terminus at deep water. 
Prince Arthur’s Landing has a good har- 
bour.but the Kaministiqeia is preferred. 
Mr. Murdoch, Government engineer, is 
instructed to place the terminus there, 
and after a careful survey he recom
mends a site near the mouth of the 
river, the land there being offered at 976 
per acre. His report was made in Sep
tember, 1874. At this juncture, Mr. 
Joseph Davidson appears in the 
presence of Mr. Clark, the owner 
of five lots in the Town Plot, 
and purchases them. At the close 
of tee bargain, he triumphantly boasts 
to Clark that tee Town Plot is to be 
chosen for the terminus site, and says 
Mr. Mackenzie has told him this, and 
produces a map of tee region which he 
s^ys he got at Ottawa, on which the 
Town Plot is marked as the reserve 
wanted for railway puiposes by the 
Government This was m November, 
1874. Earfy in the ensuing spring 
Outer, Davidson, & Co. form a company 
for the erection of a hotel there. Hen
derson, tee builder whom they employ
ed, was made president of the company 
without his knowledge, and was put down 
as haying two thousand dollars’ worth of 
stock in it although he had’nt a cent’s 
worth. He proceeds to build it, his in- 
Btructious from Mr. An« Oliver being 
to “ make any sort of a concern, but to 
“ put plenty of pine slabs into it” from 
Oliver’s mill hard by. The alleged 
hotel was built faithfully according to 
instructions.

Right here Mr. Mackenzie thrusts 
aside Mr. Murdoch’s report and selects 
the Town Plot for the terminus. 
The selection was made, so Mr. Flem
ing said in his evidence before the 
Senate Committee of last session, on the 
23rd January, 1876. Mr. Mackenzie 
had made up his mind, Mr. Murdoch’s 
advice to the contrary notwithstanding, 
to put the terminus on the Plot, and
Mr. Fleming did to fix the exact
site on the Plot He merely carried out 
Mr. Mackenzie’s instructions. Mark 
how Davidson’s words came true ! His 
map was indeed as correct as though Mr. 
Mackenzie himself had drawn and 
coloured it !

Two valuators are now appointed 
by Mr. Mackenzie, one an amiable 
London stationer, who had never 
been in tee Lake Superior region in his 
life, and who knew nothing of the 
value of lands there or elsewhere ; 
and tee other a surveyor from Mount 
Forest But a third official, who acted 
as arbitrator and solicitor for the Gov
ernment, was selected in the person of a 
member of tee firm of Oliver, David
son, A Co. ! The valuation proceeds 
and the Town Plot is bought by the 
Government at the rate of 9600 an acre. 
The “ hotel” is bought for 96,000. 
Hundreds of dollars were paid for 
shingles, tin, window frames, glass, 
flooring, doors, locks, etc., which 
had no existence inside or outside 
the rookery, and the lot on whioh 
tee structure was built was paid for 
twice. The valuators accepted Oliver, 
Davidson,•& CcVs bills as correct and 
endorsed teem on eight. The Plot 
was also bought at the vendors’ own 
figures, the express words of the Act 
that lands should not be purchased at 
the fictitious or prospective value at
tached to them by the circumstance of 
the railway being projected through 
them being disregarded on the advice, 
says Valuator Wilson, of Solicitor 
Brown, one of the vendors ! The 
country paid nearly 970,000 for a 
site not so good, according to the 
Government engineer, as that nearer 
the mouth of the river, which could 
have been bought for 97,600 ; and the 
money Oliver, Davidson, & Co. invest
ed so boldly in 1874 on the strength of 
the information Davidson says he re
ceived from Mr. Mackenzie came back 
to them manyfold. i

Can these facts be etrpimned ewey on 
the theory thgji this transaction was fair 
and above bewfl, and ii eg, witfxmr 
King street contemporary, which ir -the

the task 1 ’’’ niin ' !” «*» sit

OUR CLUB CONTEST.

Our club contest ‘which ended on the 
1st of March was s great success, and 
added very largely to the circulation of the 
Weekly, Mail, and we are pleased to notice 
that onr friends are still keeping up their 
efforts. The want of ehsghing interfered 
materially with the work of dub agents 
at the proper season, which caused a reduc
tion in tee drenlation of almost every 
weekly in Canada, and yet the circulation 
of the Weekly Mail increased IS per cent. 
We cannot too heartily thank our dub 
agents far their work, especially those 
who, at great personal inconvenience, neg
lected their own business to aid us. The 
winner of a prize, Mr. Thomas Smyth, of 
Tormere, deserves especial mention, hav
ing obtained 484 subscribers, of whom 
one-fourth art Reformers. A man who can 
achieve so great a success, and that, too,

EDITORIAL NOTES.

In 1873,17,000 immigrants were secured, 
end the cost of the London office was 90,- 
000. Inst year 7,700 were secured, and 
the London office lost 921,000.

• -----
An eastern organ thinks “Reformers 

would fed more encouraged if a general 
party convention were held and a platform 
enunciated.” What’s the matter with the 
dd principles—No Coalition, Economy, 
Independence of Parliament, etc.!

In retiring for the present from his pub
lic engagements, Mr. Rine 
step. Morality suffers when its 

i attainted by

awns
**ttrirare attainted by charges affecting 

moral character ; and Mr. Rine best i 
his cause by retiring from the platform 
until his good name is cleared and his 
reputation rehabilitated.

.......... -»•■■■ .

Mr. A. G. B. Bannatyne, M. P. for Pro- 
venoher, figures in the Mounted Poliei ac
counts for goods supplied the Oovemrient, 
as fallows Provisions, 92,859; oats and 
bran, 9188; barrack furnishings, 9100; 
candles, $27 ; spirits, 174 ; sacks, ropes, 
Ac., 976; total, $3,321. The Independence 
of^Parliament Act is apparently a dead

Surely the Government owes a duty to 
the poor men who toil at canal work for a 
dollar a day, or thereabout* ; and should do 
something, if possible, to prevent such a 
swindle upon them as that of John Whelan, 
the Lachine canal contractor, who cleared 
for the States a few days ago, carrying with 
him $12,000 cash, and leaving hundreds of 
workmen unpaid.

-------
The Quebec Constitution says:—“We 

understand on good authority that the 
article on the Quebec crisis which appeared 
in tee Montreal Journal qf Commerce, 
and which our liberal contemporaries are 
quoting with evident satisfaction, and, as 
they suppose, with such slashing effect, as 
the opinion of that ‘Old Tory, Sir Francis 
Hindus,’ was not written by Sir Francis 
at. aU, and does not interpret his 
sentiments upon the subject in tee faintest 
degree.” _

The Hamilton Times thus speculates on 
coming Cabinet changes : “ The Lobby hi 
it, that when some anticipated changes in 
the Cabinet take dace, Mr. KiHam, mem 
her for Yarmouth, N. 8., will take the 
seat vacated by the retirement of Mr. 
Coffin. Speculation has it that he will be
come Minister of Marine and Fisheries, and 
that Mr. Smith, the present incumbent, 
will be translated to the Department of 
Justice, with Mr. Laurier as Attorney- 
General. Mr. Kilhun’s name is also men
tioned in Connection with the Presidency 
of the Council"

Trade is looking np in Boston. The 
Advertiser says :—“ The export business of 
this port continues on a large scale, and 
shows an unexpected and gratifying in
crease over past years. The value of ship
ments last week was $1,320,560, and since 
the 1st January $12,289,968, which 
nearly $3,000,000 in excess of the sa 
period last year. Since the opening of the 
new year our trade has averaged over 
$1,000,000 each week, and to show the ma
terial increase of our foreign business it 
may be stated that, np to the present date, 
we have shipped over $1,000,000 worth df 
goods more than we did during the whole 
of 1870.”

--------------♦--------------
Reuter's Company correct an erroneous 

announcement made in a Brisbane telegram, 
stating that “ Lady Kennedy had given 
birth to twins, the eldest being a son.” 
The company explain that the message they 
received contained the words, “ Governor 
of .Queensland twins first son." Being, how. 
ever, subsequently informed that Sir 
Arthur Kennedy was unmarried, uu
there must be some mistake, a__
graphie repetition waa at once demanded. 
It was received, and shows that the 
words really telegraphed by Renter’s agent 
were “Governor Queensland turns first sod," 
alluding to the Maryborough-Gympie rail
way in course of construction.

The Fishery Award.
Washington, March 26.—In the Senate 

to-day Senator Blaine moved that tee 
Fishery correspondence be taken from 1 
table and referred to the Committee en 
Foreign Affairs. He said the correspond
ence in the matter more than justified his 
allegations concerning Mr. Delfoese. He 
agreed that the award would be paid for 
honour’s sake, bnt the period for which it 
pays ends in five years, and then our privi
lege must be negotiated afresh. It is 
our duty to show that the award has no 
foundation. He showed that by the re
mission of duties and the payment of cash 
our Government is called to pay three and 
a half millions for the privilege of permit
ting fishermen to make a profit of a hun
dred thousand dollars. He quoted the 
statement that the award must be unani
mous, made by the London Times last 
July. He also quoted the Canadian 
Minister of Justice’s remarks, to the same 
effect in 1875. He further said, the award 
ahonld never be paid without such a pro
test as will forever prevent its being 
quoted as a precedent or accepted as s 
standard to measure the value of the in
shore fisheries in future.

Senator Blaine's motion was agreed to.

Fireworks in a Blaze.
On Tuesday, near five o’clock, the fire 

alarm rung out from box 6, corner of King 
and Locke streets, Hamilton. The bri
gade turned ont promptly and after a 
long ran reached the fire, which was found 
to be the workshop and storehouse of Pro
fessor Hand, pyrotechnic artist and manu
facturer of fire works, situated on Head 
street, some two streets beyond the Crystal 
Palace. Fortunately the building stood in 
an isolated position, so that no other build
ings were in danger. The fireman were 
soon playing on the flames, and under the 
direction of Chief Amor, soon had the fire 
under control. Shortly after the fire started 
the roof of the building was blown high in the 
air, caused by the explosion of a quantity 
of gunpowder and material whioh wàs 
being made into fireworks. The shock of 
the explosion was felt for some distance 
away, and on account of its being so severe 
there was considerable anxiety manifested to 
know if any people were injured. The 
fire is supposed to have been caused by 
an overheated stovepipe. Mr. Hand loses 
heavily, as the fire has destroyed some 
$2,000 worth of property, upon which 
there was no ii sura nee.

Verdict of Manslaughter.
London, March 26.—At the Assizes to-

Samnel Squires in London Township oi 
the 2nd inst. The simple facts are that 
Mann was giving up the business of tavern 
keeper in the country, and removing into 
town. Squires owed him a liquor bill of 
#1.50, and on this day he determined to 
collect his money, as he might not see 
Squires again for a long time. He met 
Squires inBemard’s tavern and asked for 
the money. Squires made no reply,, 
whereupon he (Munn) attacked hun 
ferociously, knocking him down and kick
ing him in the face, neck, and body when 
he was down. Throughout all Squires, 
who was a harmless man, never spoke, or 
offered any resistance. After Munn stop
ped kicking him, he was found lying dead. 
The trial has lasted all day.
' A verdict of manslaughter was returned, 
and the prisoner was sentenced to ten 
years’ imprisonment.

Hr. Harris, of Middlebury, Vti, says ; 
“ I had been troubled with Bronchitis for 
two years, so affecting the organs of speech 
that I could not speak aloud for six weeks. 
I had with it a severe cough and cold night 
sweats. I took two bottles of Allen’s Lung 
Balsam and atti entirely cured.” 3 6

Domnoi PARUAIEST.
( Continued from Second Page. )

Tuesday, March 26.
Mr. Mackenzie brought down further 

papers in connection with the QuebecJcoep 
d’etat. It was agreed teat all the papers 
on the subject should be printed.

Mr. Little called attention to the diffi
culty of finding copies of the Hansard in 
the Library.

Mr. Kill am introduced a bill to amend 
tee Consolidated Insurance Act of 1867.
Read a first time.

Mr. Smith (Westmorland) gave notice of 
his intention to move the House into 
Committee of a resolution to authorize 
tee Montreal Harbour Commission to 
jtssnce.aaeoond class of pilots for vessels 
navigating the Si. Lawrence, between who held lands up there.■ ■ 7. ~-=|| ~ ‘ta

,*• rme.of the hon. member 
(Mr. Gondge), and he believp^ 

that that gentleman hSd good rea** tTu
propoeition 40 rep^d

A vote was teen taken and Mr. Wood', 
motion for the six months’ hoist was carried 
by a vote of 99 to 55. e i

The House adjourned at 12.15 a.m.

PARU A MENT ARY COMMIT TIES

the KAidNurriquiA job.
Ottawa, Mardi U Senate Committee ef t-,quiry Into the Kaministtqni. lend parSmeT*. ,hn‘ 

(Saturday) morning, Senator Girard in tlmdujï ^ 
Robert Reid, recalled—
To Senator Aiklna—There were Ifty-two own.

To Senator Scott—When I wae appointed I w« ....

a
founded

, Montreal and Quebec not exceeding 
tons register.
„ Mr. Laurier’s resolution with referee 
to the custom duty on malt Wat read 
first and second time and a bill 
thereon read a first time.
, The House went again into Committee 
of the Whole on Mr. Mills’ bill to estab
lish township municipalities in the district 
of Keewatin.

The mover stated that he had made se
veral changes in the bill to meet sugges
tions which had come from the Opposition 
tide of tee House.

After a good deal of discussion the bill 
passed through Committee.

On the proposal being made that the bill 
should be reprinted,

Mr. Bo well pointed out that there had 
been no less than fifty changes in it.

Dr. Tuppbr, before the business pro
ceeded any further, called the attention of 
the House to the fact that the documents 
containing the explanations of the Lieut.- 
Governor of Quebec were taken out of the 
hands of Sir John Macdonald, who was 
reading them, handed to the Clerk, by him 
handed to the Minister of Inland Revenue, 
and by him given to representatives of the 
“ Reform” press, to the exclusion of re
presentatives of Conservative papers.

Mr. Speaker said the Clerk did not 
know that Sir John Macdonald desired to 
have the documents returned to him. He 
stated that the Minister of Inland Revenue 
borrowed them from the Clerk, and the 
Clerk laftitneseds found, them in Use pos
session of persons who were copying them 
in one of the Committee rooms.

Mr. Masson objected - etrtmgly to ■ the 
taking of -documents from the House and 
the handing,them over for the special use of 
the press supporting the Government.

Alter some discussion the matter wae 
dropped.

Mr. Mills’ bill to amend the Act res
pecting conflicting claims to lands of occu
pants in Manitoba was read a second time 
and passed through Committee.

On motion of
Mr. Smith (Westmoreland) the House 

went into Committee on the following reso
lution :—“Thst it is expedient to repeal 
section 23 of “ tee Merchants Shipping 
Act 1876,” as respects all ships in Cana
dian waters from and after the time which 
may be fixed for that purpose by tee pro
clamation of the approval and confirmation 
by Her Majesty in Council of the Act to be 
passed for effecting such repeal

The resolution was reported and a bill 
was introduced founded upon it.

The House adjourned at 2 o’clock.

Wednesday, March 27.
Mr. Barthe moved the second reading 

of hi» bill to repeal tee Insolvent Act. He 
said he believed public opinion was ripe 
for this bill this year. On an average the 
insolvents of the Dominion paid lees than 
fourteen cents in the dollar of their liabili
ties. The late Minister of Justice 
mistaken when he anticipated that in
solvent estates would in many cases pay 
fifty cents in the dollar. There was but 
one case in Quebec of such sum having 
been paid. Thé Act only favoured dis
honest traders.

Mr. Wood said the member for Richelieu 
should have been satisfied with the answer 
which he received from the House last 
year. The principle of the insolvent law 
was a good one. The machinery waa not 
perfect, but when it failed it was mostly 
due to the merchants and traders them
selves. He did not desire to go back to 
the state of tilings which existed before 
the country had an insolvent law. He 
concluded by moving the six months’ hoist.

Mr. Macdonald (Centre Toronto) said 
he did not think the Government was pre
pared to allow the Insolvent Act to be re
pealed. He would like to ask the member 
for Richelieu whether if the Act had not 
been in force, the bankrupt estates to which 
he had referred would have realized more 
than the fourteen cents in the dollar he 
had spoken of. The Act was fairly'quali
fied to secure the end desired, and a fre
quent cause of its failures was the indiffer
ence of the merchants themselves. He 
believed the proportion of failures in 
Canada waa greater than in any country, 
but the repeal of the Insolvency Act would 
not alter this fact. . The law was an equit
able one to both debtor and creditor. Its 
repeal would bring about widespread con
fusion.

Mr. Domvillb said the member for 
Centre Toronto was very amusing, though 
he should probably vote with him. It wonld 
be a great injustice to repeal the Act. His 
opinion was that any honest merchant who 
fonnd he could not pay seventy-five cents 
in the dollar, wonld call his creditors to
gether.

Mr. MacMillan pointed out that under 
the Act of 1864 fanners were included. In 
the legislation of 1869 and that of subse-

Suent years,. they were left out, and he 
nought with great injustice. It was a 
proper amendment to increase the composi

tion to fifty cents in the dollar, bnt the 
best amendment would be the repeal of the 
Act. It was mostly in the hands of tile 
insolvents themselves, and of broken down 
politicians. The only way we could get 
onr commercial affairs into a normal state 
was to repeal the Act, though he could un
derstand why the merchants who over
traded and oversold desired to retain it in 
force.

Mr. Devlin said the opinion of the 
commercial men in Montreal was much 
divided on .this question. If the law 
of Quebec were in force in Ontario, he 
believed the opinion would be over
whelmingly in favour of the repeal of the 
Act. He regarded the Act as odious and 
demoralizing, but rather than repeal it now 
he would vote to retain it.

Mr. Thompson (Cariboo) said he would 
vote for the bill before the House. Whole
sale merchants overtraded and they ought 
to be punished for doing so.

Mr. Young said the present was a most 
inopportune time to mess this bill.

Mr. McDougall (Three Rivers) said he 
had had a good deal of experience in insol
vency matters, and he waa prepared to 
vote for the bill of the member for Riche- 
Hen. *

Mr. Rochester thought it would be well 
to suspend the Insolvent Act for a year or 
two.

Mr. Patterson said he would vote for 
the six months’ hoist.

Mr. Jette said he could not say that the 
Act was perfect, still he was not 
to vote for its repeal pure and simple.

Mr, Jones (Leeds) suggested that a 
longer notice should be required before 
insolvent estates could be sold en bloc.

Messrs. Bourbeau, White (Renfrew), and 
Davies favoured the continuance of the law 
as it is.

Mr. Costioan said he would vote for the 
repeal of the Act, as to his mind it operated 
in the interest of one class as against the 
interests of another.

Messrs. Mitchell and Plumb indicated 
their intention of voting for tee proposed 
bill The latter gentleman was treated 
with the grossest discourtesy by the occu
pante of the Ministerial benches, who 
halloed, slammed their desks, and brayed 
when he rose to speak.

Mr. Plumb remarked teat the braying of 
hon. gentlemen was a sort of eloquence 
peculiar to their species. He also said he

THE ENGLISH MAIL
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the memben of the Arm except Giber, whoj 
I knew m a public man I never hsd

ment before I went up, or during the time i 
there, oa the subject of the ownership ol Ian? 
When I came down, I had a personal interview Mr. Mackenzie. _ ilellverti m/report

B b>'
w *5“ “S A1? 0SUd not teenfoS, S3
Mr. Mackenzie said Mr. Brown was not sent 
there to give his opinion on that 1 said heTolu? 
teered it Mr. Madienxie did not enter into a db 
cueskm with respect tb the details of the report r do not think I have epoken to Mr. Mackenri? sinJ 
on the subject. I spoke to Mr. Tmdlu th3 

. . I understood ’thatMr. Oliver vu to send in an affidavit that the impfe 
mente were made before he knew that the propertv 
would be required for railway purposes. J

Senator Amsxs—Did be aeixf in»n affidavit ?
Witness—I asked Mr. Oliver afterwards if he had 

done so, and hp said he had.
Senator Aikins said the affidavit should be produ<. 

ed. It waa not among the papers sent down to the 
Committee.

Senator Scott—Did you express any opinion to 
Mr. Trudeau as to what your judgment was in refer
ence to the payment of the claim for this debt ? \
I said the nature of the claim waa in respect of dam
ages for stoppage of work and for material ; but 
that they were willing to forego the damages.

Q. Did you express any opinion as to whether it 
should be paid? ▲. My opinion wae that if the t 
of 1968 could not be enforced it should be paid

Q. Did you take any means of ascertaining whether 
the price asked for the building was fair and reason 
able? A. On my return from Ottawa I went up i 
second time and took the measurement of the entire 
building and made a calculation, and when I came 
home 1 consulted James Durand, of London, a prac
tical builder and valuator for the Fire Insurance Com- 
panics, as to his opinion.

Senator Vidal—Did he see the hotel? A. No.
Senator Scott—Did you show him a view of the 

hotel ? A. No, I described it to him and gave him 
the measurement, and number of windows, and so 
forth.

To Senator Aikins—Two rooms were plastered. I 
believe all the studdings in the hotel were up.

To Senator Scott—I described the building fairly 
to Durand, without any exaggeration, and I did not 
try to make it appear better than it waa.

* Q. Did he tell you what it was worth ? a. He 
said it would cost in London about $2,500.

Q. Did you calculate how much lumber would be 
used on it ? A. Yes.

By Senator Aikins—
Q. How much lumber was there ia it ? A. I really

*°3y Senator Vidal—
Q. Was any painting done in the building ? a. I 

did not make any estimates for the painting.
By Senator Scott—
Q. In making your calculations, how much did 

you add to the price in London in order to arrive at 
the Fort William price ? A. I was satisfied that 
forty or fifty per cent should be added.

Q. What led you to that conclusion ? A. The ex
cessive price of labour up there, which was fifty per 
cent higher in Fort William than in London.

By Senator Aikdib-
Q. What was the price of labour up there ? A. 

Carpenters were getting $3 a day.
Q. What were they getting in London ? A. §1.50.
Senator Scott remarked that that would be 106

Yefl. that ig m instance.
Q. What wastiie general price of labour for ordin

ary workmen? Ay. About $2 to $2.50.
Senator Aikins questioned witnesses to the in- 

formation he gave to Durand, with respect to the 
building.

Wmnass said—I did not suppose it was a very 
accurate ssHwistn that I gave ; it was merely to give 
ees some sort of a general idea of the value ; we had 
not settled upon taking the building then. This is 
the description I hare In my notes: “Neebing Hotel, 
80x80. Extension 70 x 24, building 22 feet high ; 
roof and shingling and flooring done up stairs; no 
sashes or windows up stairs. Inside two rooms 
plastered, boarded, 24 x 15, lathed but not plaster
ed down stain,stone cellar under the two front rooms, 
studdings in about half of house. Shed 50 x 16 ; 
held double, boarded, no shingles in front of house.11

To Senator Aikins—
I was never in the cellar and I do not know what 

tiie height of it wae. I did not tell Durand that the 
walls were made up of sand and lime I do not 
think they were made of sand and lime. I told him 
it was plastered.

By Senator Scott—
Q. How did you arrange for the lots with Oliver, 

Davidson, & Co.? A. I went to Mr. Oliver’s office and 
told them to make out a list of their lots and in a 
day or two they put on the number of lots they 
held and their valuation.

Q. Did yon accept their valuation ? A. We looked 
over the list carefully and we reduced 
their price# a good dead. They disputed some 
things, but on the whole I think we got our own 
valuation. The figures then given were not in ex
cess of the prices given to other pa-ties.

Q. What were tiie best lots Y A. The fact if 
everybody^ttrought his lot the best ; bnt front lots

To Senator Aikins—The lots on lot 6 which we 
took from Oliver, Davidson, A Co., were not water 
lots nor front lots. We took 39 quarter acre lots, 
and paid from $90 to $140 each ; on an average we 
paid $100.

To Senator Macpherson—We applied to those loti 
the Act of 1868. If we had not applied the Act the 
lots would have been worth $250 a half acre.

Q. Did you not know that the whole value beyond 
the nominal price was created by the railway 
terminus being located there ? A. I thought so.

Q. Did you think tiie land was worth $300 or $400 
mi acre before tiie lots were located there ? A. No, 
I think not

Q. You say that if you had not applied the Act of 
1868 the land would have been worth $250 per half 
acre? A. Yes.

Q. And yet you say that you gave on on average to 
200, and you applied the Act of 1868 ? A. Yes.

Q. Then how did you arrive at your valuation ? 
A. They satisfied me that lots were selling then at 
the rate we gave. -

Q. You awarded a price that made $400 an acre t 
A. Yes.

Q. And if you had not applied the Act of IStiS 
you would have awarded $500 an acre ? A. l es.

Q. And I understand you to say that practically 
the whole value, in your judgment, was conferred 
upon tiie property by the terminus being placed 
there ? A. No doubt of that.

An Hon. Member remarked that this lot 6 was the 
lot of 136 acres, for which Oliver, Davidson, & Co. 
had paid originally $480.

To Senator Macpherson—I think that nearl * all of 
Oliver, Davidson, & Ca’s town plot lots were taken 
from them.

Senator M vcphbrson —They were lucky people.
Q. Did you ascertain if they had any left ? A. I 

think they hsui very little left.
To Senator Vidal—After I handed in the report 

containing the Neebing Hotel valuation of $5,0:2$, I 
had no furthur communication with the Depart-

Q. And yet, after that you went to London and got 
the valuation from Mr. Durand? A. Yes.

Q. With what object in view did you get Mr. 
Durand’s valuation ? A. It was in anticipation that 
still further enquiry would be made about th< 
Neebing Hotel.

Q. But you made no further report to the Gov
ernment about it ? A. No.

Q. Did you understand when you made that report 
to the Government that that was the final adjudica
tion on the case? A.-No, we expected to heai 
further about it.

Q. Do you consider that the case was ever finally 
adjudicated upon ? A. It seems to have been doue.

Q. Did you not think, on signing the report, with
out calling the attention of tiie Government to th? 
law question, that J 
sponsibility ? A. N 
note of that point in our report.

Senator Scott read the report of the valuators, » 
which the question of the applicability of the Ac 
of 1868 to the Neebing Hotel was left open for th* 
decision of the Government.

Senator Vidal remarked—That letter seems to m; 
to throw the responsibility on tiie Government, ant 
the Government seem to have fixed the price with
out any further reference to the valuators.

Mr. Scott—Are you quite sure you did not com
municate the valuation of Mr. Durand to the Gov
ernment ? A. Ido net think I did.

To Senator Aikins—In making our valuation v« 
were guided by the accounts that were presented.

Q. Did you take any trouble to verify them ? A 
No. They showed us the accounts, and I âaid i, 
get the accounts verified and get them a 
to their correctness, we will send them f 
Department

By Senator Vidal—
Q. Were you aware that a very large amount d 

material was charged in the accounts which was nc 
at that time actually used in the building ? A. I * 
was not.

Q. Take the charge for paint You say there ws 
no paint about the place. Would not the item n 
the account have attracted your attention ? A. w* 
did not look at the account very critically.

Q. And still these accounts are submitted to th 
Government as a basis upon which they were to p* 
the money for that property. You do not then cor 
eider that you had any responsibility about th 
$5,029 being fixed as the price for tie propert;- 
AJJYee, we assume the responsibility. We were 
pointed valuators and we were satisfied as far as t-i 
evidence went that it was correct

Q. But you had no evidence ? A. We had t» 
statement of Mr. Oliver. I told Oliver I did 4 
think he was entitled to anything unless he coin 
prove he did not knew the land wae reserv ed.

Q. Can you tell me how it was that you were * 
particular about getting an affidavit from Hex] 
with reference to the material now in this hotel ^ 
you were not ao particular in the case of 
Davidson & Co. ? A. Henry’s hotel was wanted ft» 
engineering purposes and we had to have a sell» 
ment withhlm as soon as possible. Oliver’s h)* 
was not wanted immediately and he said he w<£j 
send affidavits down. He afterwards told me he bd 

affidavits down. . ..
__e Witness here said he wished to state it hi

been alleged he was interested in lands up the> 
He waa not interested in any lands.

The Committee adjourned until Tuesday.

i were taking the entire re 
because we made a distinct

ItriffHl Estes to March 18.1

DTRjUJBDINXRT CRISIS IN VICTORIA.
The crisis in Victoria (anticipated ai 

or two ago in our editorial columns) 
CJme at last, and full details appear in 

papers of March 18th, accompi 
with editorial comments. The constat 
of Victoria is analogous to that of 
Britain, having a Lower House, an Up 
Boise, and tee Govemor-in-ConncU, i 
distinct though inter-dependent powe 
whoee assent, respectively, every me 
must receive before becoming law. Men 
tiers of Parliament have hitherto been ; 
but the measure which legalized it 

"l for a limited time, and that 1 
_ now elapsed, it is sought to rene 

bjT the necessary Act of Parliament! 
The Legislative Assembly have a majorit 
in favour of its continuance ; bnt the Le " 
lative Council takes an opposite view 
refuses to renew it. This is the cause 
tee crisis. The Assembly (at prei 
ultra-Democratic ) are incensed st this exe 
•ise of power by the Council and have « 
deavonred to coerce that body by placL 
the vote for the sum required for the paJ 
ment of members in the usual Appropr 
turn Bill which, in consequence, the Cou 
efl has refused to pass. In consequence 
the refusal of the supplies, the Executif 
power has dismissed nearly all the count] 
court judges, police magistrates, corone1 
and civil servants, and threatened that 1 
post offices and telegraph offices will 
closed said the gaols thrown open if fu " 
display of power is found ne 
sary by the Ministers in offio 
Sir George Bowen, the Govern^ 
supports the Ministers, and an app 
having been made to the Home Office, 
question has ceased to be local and bee 
Imperial. Whatever may be the d| 
cision of the Colonial Secretary, a powei 
ful section of society, says the Times, " 
Victoria will be disappointed and angen 
But this is a risk which must be face 
The issues raised are too momentous to 
left undetermined for an instant Ion 
than is absolutely necessary.
DYNAMITE FOR AGRICULTURAL PURP

The Leeds Mercury has the following 
“ A series of very interesting experiment] 
with dynamite took place last week a 
Hagley Park, near Stourbridge, the seat < 
Lord Lyttelton. The experiments were co 
ducted by Mr. Thomas Johnson, of Dudle 
in the presence of Lord Lyttelton and oth'l 
gentlemen. In consequence of the recej 
heavy gales several, very fine trees we 
blown down on this estate, including pa, 
of those composing the beech avenue, whi] 
is formed of very old and magnifiée 
trees. Operations were commenced * 
blowing to pieces several ash roots in 
hedgerows on the farms belonging to 
estate. A 1J inch anger hole having 1 
bored in each of these, they were char; 
with a few dynamite cartridges, and bn 
into convenient pieces. In the park the! 
were some dozen old roots, which 
been grabbed np, and lying out of 
ground ; these were smashed by placingl 
small cartridge in a crevice or natu “ 
fissure of the roots, thereby saving ’ 
trouble of boring. On the lower side | 
the perk there were some half-dozen \ 
large and tough roots, with the fangs t 
growing in the ground. A crow-bar h<j 
having been made under each side of 
root, m an opposite direction, inclining ] 
the centre underneath the main stun 1 
few inch cartridges were inserted in 
hide, the fuses were cut the 
length, and fired together, both 
exploding simultaneously, and bloe 
tee- root, with its fangs and «m. 
fibres, completely ont of its bed, leav 
an immense cavity behind. The 
then repaired to Park avenue, wh 
several monster roots awaited them, j 
large tough root, the growth of which i 
said to be 150 years, and the extn 
length and breadth of which covered 1 
area of 32 square yards, looked like 1 
ding defiance to auger, explosives, or a 
thing else. Auger holes were out of 1 
question, as it would have taken at 1 
fifty to bore it properly, but fortunab 
huge recess was discovered between 1 
of tiie main ties or fangs, about 16 inc] 
by 8, leading downwards towards 
centre and strongest portion of the r 
This was charged with a case, or 5 lbsl 
dynamite. On the fuse being lighted, f 
visitors retired behind the neighb 
trees to watch the effect. The chai= 
plodsd, blowing the whole mass wit 
root, and at least eight or ten tons of eai 
the air some dozen feet or so, breaking t 
root into about a score pieces ; a few am 
holes, and the job was completed in ! 
short space of forty-five minutes. The | 
mainder of them were similarly 1 
with tee exception of one, which 
lying out of the ground, within forty y 
of the conservatory. This was broke 
inserting a small cartridge in a deep a 
hole, thus preventing the slightest inj] 
to the glass. At the conclusion of the| 
pertinents, his Lordship said they 
given every satisfaction, and were a V 
ough success. ”

JUG-HANDLED FREE-TRADE.
Lord Bateman, in a letter to the 7Y| 

on “The Six Millions—How to 
Them ”—points ont how heavily inert 
income tax will press on the c lessee 
chiefly bear that burden, and how difl 
indirect taxation of the ordinary 
must- be. He accordingly invites at) 
tion to the want of reciprocity on the i 
of certain foreign nations whose prodd 
are admitted into this country duty f 
and he asks, “ What more ready and r 
legitimate means of relief could possiblj 
devised than to. make the too intell"" 
foreigner who for so long a period (1 
none more so than ‘ holy Russia ’) has j 
filed by onr one-sided Free Trade po" 
without any reciprocity on his part, 
tribute, in the shape of a limited proti 
duty as a toll or an octroi on his imp 
this country,his quota to onr already < 
mous taxation ?” He estimates the i 
value of -the foreign manufactured ; 
with tobacco, wine, and other luxuries! 
Ported at £124,000,000 sterling and 1 
lieves a toll of 10 per cent, ad va 
produce £12,000,000 sterling a year, i 
5per cent, producing £6,0u0,000, n 
be imposed. His Lordship says he is avt 
teat theorists and politicians of the ] 
mmghagi and Manchester schools will 1 
at his suggestion, bnt he declares that] 
views on the subject of pro lectio 
shared by multitudes of his fellow-cou 
men and countrywomen.

Mr. H. C. McCrea, a Halifax mam! 
turer, in a lecture delivered in that 1 
on the present depression in 
causes and probable remedy—took 
tee same view as Lord Bateman.
Arade, said Mr. McCrea, had never <
ted never could ; it was beauti_
theory, but impracticable when brougll 
tee level of common sense. Their ] 
system was one-sided free trade, 
temntted foreign manufacturers to <
Jrtwi ours, while ours were not admit 
mir competition abroad. He thong 
commercial legislation of France and i 
ma most sound and patriotic ; and I 
T?ewi stated briefly, was thst we i " 
tent out by tariffs foreign manu 
irtuch compete with our own.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.
_ ■K*- Pease’s bill for the AboUti 
Capital Punishment has been rejec 
tee House" of Commons yesterday bj 
lv8e majority of 262 against 64.

ITEMS.
a a, ?ew ▼eekly journal entitle 

•^uuehc World, which will be de4 
solely to eriçket, football bicycling, 1 
mg, and athletic sports, is anno 
appear on April 4, 1878.

England has thirty-one ships 
m a comparatively short 
« the Bosphorus. The 
S? teeee engines of destruction! 
7*®®** Bay has been quietly accompi 
oy Lord Beaconsfield’s Government,
_ -a------- learns from a prie

I teat the telephone has been ado 
tee Chines the telegraph being 

I ** they have no alphabet. Five hu


