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an outlav of moncy which the inhabitants of the cultivated portions of thi* colony. with so many ailuring
schemes of inprnvcmnt aut their doors, vill probably be reluctant to incur in a remote wildcrness-.-and
that too principally for the benefit of other conmunities. Be this, however, as it may, and setting aside
the consideration of merely local projects. we have bel-ore us the St. Lawrence in the whole sweop of its
majestic course. the mightiest artery of this vast continent. Chiefly in the possession of England. this
fine River. cxpaxnding into a succession of inland seas, gives her the power of extending at pleasure and
almost without limit. the market for her merchandise. Wvithin a verv short space of time. the country
drained by this river will contain millions of inhabitants, ne.-ariy all indeud with a laste for British mnn
fctures. aînd possessing ample means of gratifying that taste. Shall then the trade of countries about tb
teci with sucli masses of people be preservecd tu its natural ontlet. or he diverred through artificial chan-
nels formed bv the labour and enterprise of the States of the Amcrican Union. to any others! It is a
stirring spectacle that is exhibited by the States of New York. Pennsylvania and Maryiand, cach with a
ine spirit of commercial ambition and invincible enterprise, constructing lines of internal cùmunication

for the purpose of attracting tu their busy Atlantic Cities, the trade of the countries beordering on the great
lakes. But the natural cmporium of thosu immense regions is situated at the foot of the raids of the 1t.
Lawrence-nnd it intimately concerns both the Canadaîs. even more than t does England. to emulate the
zeal for commercial advan:ement displayed by our neiglhbors, and mcet then with countervailinîg energy
and spirit.

At present the navigation from Lake Eric to tide-watcr in Lower Canada. is suiject to the control of
not less than four distinct authorities.

1st. The Welland Canal cunnccting Lake Erie with Lake Ontaîrio is in the bands of a chartured comi-
pany.

2nd. The St. Lawrence Canal of Upper Canada, designid te) facilitate the navigation ietween John-
stown and Lake St. Francis, is in the hands of Provincial Commissioners.

3rd. The small locks at Coteau-du-Lac and hIe Cascades in Luwer Canada, are in the lands of the Mili-
tfarv authorities.

41th. The Lachine CaMal. overcominlg the difliculties of ith navigation at the rapids of St. Lewis is in the
hàan.s of ommissioners of the Province of Lower Cansala.

Now it is evident thiat if inistead of thles- four distint aund independent boards with as maunv distinct and
'parate sets of regulatinns and rates of toll. one geierail buard wure conîîstituted for the superinitendence of
ilhe vhole, there would be everv reason te expecut that the canal, woulid he managed iore ndvantatgeousiv for
ilhe public interests and in a manner mure likely to meet. vith elect. that strenuous comietitiohn, "whicfi the
active and enterprising character of our neiglbors should pircpara Lis to look for.

If this view of Ihe subject bc just. our obviuus course tien. vill bu, to spare no effTort in acc:npilislin
the union of these separate interests. under one eilicient aiiiiiiistrative board. Eor this purpose a kind of
Joint Stck Company miglt bu forned to consist of threc partners, viz. Great Britain. Lower Canada. and
Upper Canada. each of which might hold a cortain given amonit of capital stock, on1 which dividends ofthe
proceeds of toils should bc paid in proportion to the vested interests of the respective parties. Each part-
ner mxight appoint two conmmissioners for the man:gement of the canals, aind all of the connissioners siould
le resident inhabitants of Canada. connected with it by the possession of real estate and other causes Of ai-

haclinent. The six members of the board thus noninated might lect a seventh. anud the president should
then ba chosen by a majnrity of votes.and be buund at a reasonale salarv.to devote his wholfà timeand abilitv
un tIe duties of his station. Etectuail and lairmonions legislation by tle îthrce parties to this project wouild
o uf urse bu essential to its succcss. aînd to the purchase uf the vcsted interests, along the whoile course of
the- iavigation that night bu effected by its adoption.

These are in substance mv opinions rcspecting the piulicy to whi circutaincs nppear to me tocuil
the present attention of these Colonies. if thev desire to retain the advantages which nature. liv the con.
iguration of the continent. honnteously designed for theni. Whether it bu rually riracticable. or whetier

snme plani more judicions ttiglt not he devicd, i rospectfuliv leve it to the butter judgnient of the Le-
gi.latuire to consider and determime.

Blesides the reference to Arbitrators of questions eonnected vith the imnprovement of thc! River
.t. Lawrence. the 30th section of Geo. IV, holdang it proper thait, lite productions of Upper Canada

siould be permitted to bu exported without heing made subject by any act of the Province of Lower Ca.
nada, either directly or indirectly to duties or impositions, on their arrival in that Province or-in passing

ithrough the waters thereof"-enacts. "tlhat all and every the boats. scows, rafts. cribs and other craft
belonging to any of His Majcsty's subjects. and coming from the Province of Tpper Canada into the
Province of Lo»wer Canada, not laden with the productions of any foruign country, shall be- allowèd
freely to pass into and through the said Province, and shall not be subject to any rate, taîx, duty, odimi
position, other than any charge which may now exist for pilotage, or which may now be established for
toll of any lock or other work now actually erected on the navigable waters thercof. any law, statuté,r
usage of the Province of Lower Canada to the contrary notwithstanding."


